
Going for
 
Distance
 

In the March Soaring, Dick Schre­
der introduced ~ome of the comments 
he had solicited [rom numerous well­
known soaring pilots on how best to 
bTeak the world soaring distance rec­
ord of 5:35.169 miles (861.272 km_) 
set by Dick Johnson in the IU-5 sail ­
plane on AUglIst 5, 1951. Anyone 
havin~ Ihought" on this suhject is 
invited 10 scnd them to Dick Schre­
der atliSO Nebraska Ave_, Toledo 7, 
Ohio. Each month, the comments of 
a few more pilots will be published, 
as space permits. Some follow. 

Pete Bowers' Comments 

Careful s.ludy of the weather, com­
hined with the known meteorological 
advantages offered hy centain por­
tions of the counlrv _VIAl' eventually 
result in a new distance recorn. How­
ever. I non't think that it wi 11 h~ 
done this ,vay_ Thc record ha" stood 
too long in the face of capahle ma­
chi ne', im proved weather forecast­
ing and an increasing numher of 
proven "good" soaring" areas. 

OPPOHTU 'ISl\'l, combined with a 
condition of almost can t i 11 U a I 
"Heady All'rt," is the most apl to do 
it. }lOll' often havc the predicted 
hooming soaring conditions fallen 
",hart II hen thc start was made an 
hour too late because of difficulties 
in getl.ing the ship out to the field 
ann set np? Speaking from my own 
cxperiellce and thai of many other 
pilots that I know, opportunism, the 
ahility to take advantage of the. 
proper conditions when they are pre­
senled to you, is the key 10 sllcces." 
I	 have thrown awa certain Gold 
distance on at least three different 
occa~i()ns bv heinp: unahle to take arl­
yanlage oF" :;u]>crior weather condi­
tions hee-uuse of a previous <:ommitt­
menl that made it imperative that I 
keep the flight short and ,~ct back 
to the gliderport at a certain time 
instead of JanJiu!1- 20() miles away 
and then ("aIling in to apologize for 
the broken date. 

Most would-he record holders are 
ruther rigidly cOllfiued in a straight­
jacket of ayailahle time. Their flight 
ha~ to be made on a weekend, or 
ouring scheduled. va(;ation time. The 
big break in the" cather dop.-n't con­

'sifler these - problems. How many 
sailpla!l(~ gliders have seell that 1111­

expeded super soaring- condition 
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start to develop at 7 :30 _M_ on their 
way lo work, an still be good and 
live!) when they d.rive home again 
at S :00 P.M. '? The tnle opportunist 
who is ready to break a record will 
be the one ,'dlO can drive right past 
the oHice and on out to the glider­
port, stopping only long enOlw:h at 
a phone lo persuade the tow pilot to 
come out and t VI' him ()!1 in bis 
ship, anythinl! from a 1-23D 011 up, 
,~hich is READY TO GO. The two­
to-,four-bour advantage gaiJled under 
these circumstances can easil v add 
200 miles to any flight that starts at 
the more traditional hours of 10 :00 
or 12:00_ Ten kilometers 16.214 mi_) 
is all that is needed to establish the 
new record. 

So the record-seeker staTts off for 
the 600-mile distance without a re­
trieve set up, and not much chance 
of getting one since it's the middle 
of the week and his usual volunteer 
crew doesn't have his de,gree of d.edi­
cation to the setting of a new record. 
The c:onsequences are part of the 
cost of playing for such high stakes. 
If the meteorological conditions, 
which are the most essential item in 
settin!!; the record, come only in the 
middle of the week, the pilot is going 
to have to be ready to take advantage 
of them. The odds are 261 to 104, 
over 2V~ to 1, against the sUDerior 
(~ouditions coming on a alUl'day or 
Sundav_ The OPPORT Tl~T will 
,!!Tab the conditions when they are 
ri.'2ht, and not wait- for them to suit 
his convenience. 

$200 PHOTO CONTEST 
As for 1901. ~200 ha. been con­

trilHlteo to SsA [01- the purpo'e of 
rondllf~tin.Q; a 11 0 the r conlest for 
))hotos of sailnlanes in flight. The 
new conte.sL "ill run until O·ctober L 
1902. Prize mnnpv will he awarded 
as follows: .100_ '. SO. $25 and. five 
awards oF~. each. Any person may 
enler in the contest any pholo of a 
sailnlane in flidlt not previously sub­
mineo or used in Soariny; magazine 
n" a soaring nalendar. If'the entrant 
(lid nol take the photogranh_ he must 
suhmit !l. release from l·he nhotol"­
~",)rer. All entries musl he 8" x 10" 
l-,Iack ann white glossy print. marked 
"ron test" and berome lhe pronert)" 
of SSA. None will be retnrned. 

Lntries will be iudl"ecl hv fnur 
members or the S5 Puhlications 
\.ommillef:_ ~ ei,!!ht in iudging will 
be given [0 sailplanes currently fly­
ing' in order to nromote modern_ Uf)­

to-date soaring. end nhotos to .. A, 
Box 66071, T.o:" Allgeles 66, Calif. 

HEAR AIRCRAFT ANYWHERE! 
•	 Aircraft and Control Towers
 

VHF-107 to 135 mc.
 

•	 24 Hour Weather Reports
 
IF-200 to 400 kc.
 

•	 AM Standard Broadcast
 
517 to 1600 kc.
 

Tune in this more sensitive, more 
selective NEW 3 Band VHF and listen 
to flying aircraft, control towers, 24 
hour weather reports, or standard 
broadcast - rig-ht in your home, your 
car, at work or while flying. This light­
weight portable transistor is ideal for 
pilots, flight schools, airports and 
flying enthusiasts. Also serves as a 
self-powered emergency stand-by 
navigational aid aboard aircraft. One 
radio for everything! 

9 transistors. '/4 wott output. Easy to read 
COMPASS ROSE. Qualify 4" speaker 
• Precision dial for pin-point station selection 
• 3 J" Extendable antenna • 2 Built-in anten­
nas • BuHt-in VHF external jock • Buill-;n 
automobile anlenna jock • Eor plug jock 
• Uses 6 standard "C" type flashlight batteries 
•	 Measures 8" WIde, 
5- J12" hIgh, 2-112" deep 
• Weighs only 2 Ibs , 12 oz. ··· ' 

DEALER ••. .• 
INQUIRIES 

INVITED 0.·IIr------------------------­
: 10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

: SCOT-AIR Inc., Dept. SO-962 
: 6451 Main St., Morton Grove, Illinois 
: Please ship me VHF radio(s).
i I enclose $ $99.95 each. 
: 0 I also want Ear Plug set(s) and 
: enclose $ ($2 per set). ,
: Name _
i Address _ 

: City State _ 
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