movement which we pioneered in the
late ’twenties has been entirely lost
to other nations, the industry, the
pilots, the enthusiasm aund all that
goes with it.

I don’t want to exaggerate my case.
We do admit that in the London Con-
trol Zone there is a perceptible drib-
ble of traffic, amongst which gliders
would be out of place, and although
up to last March we flew around in
it in V.F.R. in perfect safety, we
have willingly accepted our exclusion
from it. But we do not believe for
one moment that this applies any-
where else in the U.K. airspace with
the present pathetic traffic densities.

For years we were told that we
couldn’t have the facilities for small
aircraft until the aeroplanes were
there to show that they were needed.
This is exactly like saying you can’t
have roads until you have the motor-
cars needing them. If we are to drag
ourselves screaming into the second
half of the twentieth century in avia-
tion, we must install modern A.T.C.
equipment, and until we do we must
be left freedom to fly, so long as we
show by the facts that we are hazard-
ing no one else.

There is a curious law of Nature
called Wills’ Law. This states that the
severity of Air Traffic Control varies
in inverse proportion to traffic den-
sity. At an airfield in Outer Uist, on
Tuesday before the weekly aeroplane
arrives the Controller gets up early,
bolts his breakfast, tears out to the
airfield, and grounds all the seagulls
two hours before its E.T.A. In New
Zealand, where there is one airway
and a handful of aircraft. cloud-flying
is forbidden without radio through-
out the length and breadth of both
Islands. The restricted area round
Salisbury, Rhodesia, is vast, so is the
Manchester Control Zone, which has
permanent ILF.R. to boot. London,
with perhaps twenty times the traffic,
has at least a smaller Zone than Man-
chester. When we come to busy places
like Little Rock, you can (or could,
when last heard of) arrive unan-
nounced and land on a green light
from the control tower.

Of course there could be a collision
between a glider and an airliner—
there could be one between a meteor-
ite and an airliner—but the fact is
that there never has been one, or
even nearly one, anywhere in the
world. When traffic drops below a
certian density, it seems almost cer-
tainly true that control must increase
collision risk—i.e. the risk of human
error is greater than the random one,
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and here we come to one of the nubs
of the problem. Would people pre-
fer, say, two accidents for which they
can afterwards blame someone, to
one for which they could blame only

God?

But if the picture regarding light
powered flying is dark, with only a
dim light ahead at the end of a long
tunnel, in Gliding it is so far the
reverse. Because we are a band of
fanatical enthusiasts, but with a
strong sense of responsibility and
self-discipline, we have battled away
over the past 15 years and managed
so far to retain a degree of freedom
which has enabled us to become the
leading gliding nation in the world.
In every World Championship since
1952 a British pilot or a British sail-
plane, or both. have won first or
second place. Without government
subsidy or support for prototype ex-
penses or the like, British sailplanes
have been exported to over 30 coun-
tries, and 30% of our production is
exported. Two British sailplanes are
the only British aircraft ever to have
been sold to the Soviet Union.

This, therefore, is an outline of our
case—and I have reason to believe
that many of you agree with much of
it: indeed some of you are gliding
fanatics yourselves—our case to be
left alone, so that we can go on being
one of the fields of aviation in which
Britain leads the world.

JON D. CARSEY

It is with a great deal of sorrow
that we report the passing of Jon
D. Carsey on September 11, 1962.
We will not attempt to list here his
many contributions to
other than to say that he was cur-
rently SSA State Governor for
East Texas, a Life Member of the
Society and served as its president
for a number of years. The Novem-
ber issue of Soaring magazine will
be dedicated to the memory of
Jon and will include tributes writ-
ten by those who knew him best.
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BUILD the little, all.metal D-8]

l—s‘[ sailplane. 32-ft. span. Easy to
- 1@ build — rugged. Engineered by
< designer of world-famous aireraft.

[ x License experimental (amateur-
-:.!.1 built), CAR Part 1. Plans, includ-

4 ing full-scale rib and bulkhead
= layouts — only $29.95. Specs, 3-

view, description — $1.00. Pacific
Aircraft Company, 5942 Avenida
- Chamnez, La Jolla, California.

In the
air
or on
the

ground
......you

can rely on
Skycrafters
VHF MULTIPHONES

FOR dependable 2-WAY
VHF COMMUNICATIONS

Model
TRV-128A

ABOVE, for Sailplanes it's Model TRV-128A, two way
VHF Radio...FCC type accepted. Meets proposed
.005% transmitter stability. Compact, lightweight,
portable. Operates on dry batteries or multipower
pack.

BELOW, for ground stations and in crew car use,
high powered Model AM-122 two-way VHF Radio.
Meets FCC type acceptance and proposed .005%
transmitter stability. Compact, lightweight, portable.
Operates on 6/12 V.D.C. or 115 VAAC.

Both available through Schweizer Sailplane Dealers.
Export Reps.: Allied International Corp., 230 Park Ave., N.Y.

RUGGED

RELIABLE
READY
T0 GO

write
for

complete

brochure

1365 Gladys Ave. Long Beach 4, Calif.





