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TRIANGULAR DIAMOND
GOAL FLIGHT

by Dr. HaRMUT ScHMIDT

Since I had returned to Chicago
and joined the Chicago Glider Club
again in January 1961 I had planned
this flight on the map and one day
I even took off with Bob Hupe in
a power plane to select a conspicu-
onus turning point in the small town
of Wenona.

I had been waiting for my chance
already for quite some time when
on June 5. 61 there was the first
day with almost no wind. Although
the general weather forecast was not
very favorabhle for a long distance
glider flight with stratocirrus forma-
tions in the sky and no cumuli devel-
oping, | decided to take my chance.

After the usual preparations and
having taken pictures of my goal
declaration Gordon Durlin took me
up in the air at 1115 Central Day-
light Saving Time. During the tow
we encountered some turbulence and
I released at 1120 at about 2000 feet
above the ground and soon found a
weak thermal which I worked until
3500 feet and at 1130 I left the field
hcading towards Aurora hoping to
find some better lift over there. But
before I reached Aurora I found
myself down to release altitude
and to avoid an early landing in
still rather meager lift I became
more cautious now until SW of
Aurora when I hit the first 3 m/s
climb. From then on I became rather
confident and proceeded on my first
leg until between Waterman and
Shabbonah I found myself so close
to the ground that I did not dare to
look around for better stuff and
worked zero sink for over 10 min-
utes and finally I succeeded in work-
ing myself up to safer altitudes in a
weak lift, Through this experience
I lost almost all my hope that [
would ever complete my triangle.

But [ was in for a pleasant sur-
prise for from now on I found very
good thermals at frequent intervals
averaging 3 m/s and taking me up
to 6000 feet. I reached Dixon Air-
port at 1415, shot 3 pictures of the
turnpoint and turned towards
Wenona.

The second leg as not without ex-
citement either. I crossed the 1llinois
River without difficulty but a few
miles short of Wenona where 1 did
not expect any trouble I found my-
self almost at the same level with a
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high television tower and I felt much
better when I saw that tower 10 min-
utes later from an altitude which en-
abled me to fly over Wenona to take
turn-point photos at about 1600
hours and heading home.

If thermal activity would last for
another 2 hours I thought I had a
fair chance of making it back to the
field and I decided to be real care-
ful and stay up high from now on.
But beore I could keep that promise
I went down twice to altitudes that I
did not like at all. Bul when I reach-
ed the lllinois River again, this time
between Marseille and Seneca, I hit
thermals more frequently and man-
aged to stay between 5000 and 6000
feet. When 1 reached Morris Airport
with an altitude of over 6000 feet 1
knew that I could make it in a
straight glide to the field although I
could not see it yet in the haze. To
play it real safe I worked another
thermal over Plainfield and arrived
over the home base at 1730 hours,

When I looked down I saw the
hangar door was closed and nobody
seemed to be around. With no cumuli
in the sky they probably did not ex-

pect me to make it back to the field.
I oot a little bit worried now about
my landing witnesses and decided to
stay up in the air over the field
as long as possible to altract atten-
tion and hoping that somebody might
still show up. The lift was still pretty
good and I put in another 2 hours
and a quarter until | finally touched
down on the field at 1945 CDST.
With the sun setting already I took
my final photographs and was real
happy to find out that 2 persons had
seen my landing, including Boyd
Clow the operator of our airstrip.
My legs were rather numb after this
long flight but otherwise I felt too
happy about this accomplishment to
have any physical complaints. But
the big shock for me came when I
later studied the text on the black-
board and found that my goal dec-
laration did not include the third leg
of the flight. So I asked Dick Haw-
ker as the official SSA observer and
the other people who knew about my
triangular flight intentions to draw
up a statement.

The turnpoint pictures were taken
with a Robot-camera which was firm-
ly attached to the left side of the
canopy. The disadvantage of taking
pictures through the plexiglass was
compensated by the easiness of aim-
ing at the turnpoint with the whole
sailplane.
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List price w/extras $3,842.45

SCHWEIZER 1-26's FOR SALE

N-3832A, ser. #103, new Mar., 1960, total time 70:10
. . OUR PRICE $3,195.00

N-3820A, ser. #114, new July, 1960, total time 79:15

List price w/extras $3,842.45 OUR PRICE $3,195.00

Bath of the above ships are equal to new as to condition and care. Both have all the
extras: metal wing skins, fiberglos nose, ventilator, wheel well cover, plexi aft
canopy, metal turtledeck, Freibe 0-1,000 variometer, airspeed, compass, altimeter
and clock.

From coast to coast you will find no better used 1-26’s than these.

NORTHEASTERN LIGHT AIRCRAFT, Inc., Box 100, Ballard Vale, Mass.
Phone: bus. hours, GR. 5-1902; evenings, GR 5-0344

FLY WITH THE FLYING GEHRLEINS

AT THE

THERMAL-G-RANCH GLIDERPORT

RD4 HAMOT RD., WATERFORD, PA.

INSTRUCTION + DORMITORY & FAMILY CABINS
PASSENGER RIDES + SWIMMING, FISHING, BOATING
LINK TRAINER « RESTAURANT, HOME COOKING
WINCH TOWS * CHILDREN'S PLAYGROUND

HANGAR, TIE DOWNS + SCHOOL OF HORSEMANSHIP
SCHWEIZER DEALER -+ TRAIL RIDES
ERIE, TE 3-5123  PRICES ON REQUEST

ERIE, UN 6-1131
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