
Ceconite 103 FAA-Approved 
Dear lloyd: 

Fnrther to my article on Ceconite cov· 
ering material in the March, 1960, i"ue 
of Soaring, I am sure the readns will bl' 
interested to know that the lightwei(!ht 
Ceron.ite, grade 103, is now FAA·approved 
as a substItute for intermediate T::>O·CJ·l 
fabric. 

BOB FORKER 
19408 Santa Rita St., Tarzana, Calif. 

Old Pursuit Pilots? 
Dear Sir: 

I had my first ride last Sunday at Lake 
Elsinore with Donald Siotten, but it 
won't he my last since I have joined the 
Orange County Soarinf!; Assn. and SSA. 
The "bug" got me at Torrey Pines Feb. 
26th last. A, Bob Moore so well ex· 
pres'cdit in his editorial in the Feb. 
Soaring, it is an "utterly fascinating 
sport". 

I wondcr if you have any members in 
your Society who were in my squadron 
in the Berkeley School of ylilitary Aero· 
nauties .in 1918? I sure would like to get 
in touch with any of them. That was 
squadron No. 76 with our commis,;ions 
as pursuit pilots at March Field, River­
side (U.S. Air Corps Re~erves). 

I will do all I can to get new members 
for SSA for I believe we should have the 
next World meet in this country. 

HARRY S. THO:l1PSON 
211 Ocean Avenue, Lap;una Beach, Calif. 

Activity in Egypt 
Dear Sirs: 

I can ,;incerely recommend that all 
soaring pilots who visit Cairo make con· 
tact with the Director of the Egyptian 
Gliding Club, Mr. Selah Zaki. I am sure 
they w.ill find the hospitality extended to 
them a rewarding experience. 

Almost every day is a flying day at 
the club and from February to October 
thermals with a lift of 20 ft./sec. are nu· 
merous. Lots of the.-" occur as low as 300 
ft. Due to the flatne,;,; of the terrain, ridge 
soarinp; is ni!.-\nd with the exception of 
spriug aud fall tht're are no clouds, due to 
low humidity. 

The club has a number of ships which 
include the T·21 dual, MU dual, Olympia, 
Prefect, Cadet, Spatz, L·Spatz, Zuchfold, 
R 100, and a Czech dua!. 

Launch is by winch to an altitude of 
about 1000 ft. 

The dub is an extremely active p:roup 
and I would hazard a guess that launches 
would average twenty·five a day, six days 
a week .-luring the year. 

The club is sponsored by the Egyptian 
l\linistry of Education with the objective 
of developinf; an interf'H in flight among 
the university students, this .in turn leading 
a number of the students into the civil 
airlines and military aviation. 

I owe Col. Shaker, his fellow instruc· 
tors and the Egyptian GI.idinl( Club a 
debt of ~t:atitude for their ('[forts and 
kindness whieh resulted in makiug me 
a fair soaring pilot. 

FRED C. SNIDER 
Attache, U.S. Embassy, Accra, Gold Coast 
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Soaring Art in Glass 
Dcar l.lovd: 

T am' endo~ing photographs of a 
stained gla,;,s represelltation of the FAI 
Soaring badge and II new' indow approx· 

imately nine feet high which is in my 
liviug room. As far as I know this is 
the first attempt that has e"Pr been made 
to represent soaring flight through the 
medium of stained glass. 

It "uffers quite a bit from lack of color 
hu t a close obsen ation from tlw hottom 
to the top will disclo,;e ,;tyli7.f'd mountains, 
cumulonimbus dropping raill, atom,pheric 
instability and an attempt to show a 
lenticular cloud. 

JOSEPH C. LINCOLN 
6320 E. Ma(·Donald Dr., Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Parachute Explanation 
Dear S.ir: 

The letter entitled "Dangerous Para· 
chut..."," m your :'.larch, lYo!, i~.,uc 1••1.· 

come to our attention, and we feel th1t 
it is our po,;iticu to make a <"omweut on 
this articlc. 

We are in partial agreenwnt with l\f ... 
McElfish that surplus parachute" must be 
made air.worthy by qU11ifipd ppr.,o:lIle!. 
This knowledf;e i~ somcwhat limited in 
the fiE'ld h,'l'uu,;" there are maul' IIr ',I[ 
minute chung", that take "bce Juring the 

munufactul'e of military personuel (lara­
phutf's. Tlw particular parachute which 
was mentioned in this lettcr wa~ desi~ned 

with a specific' Nal')' re'luirement in mind. 
Since its rOU('ept, the spepd of new air­
craft ha,; made it incompatible. 

Thc result has beeu the improper and 
dall~('rous disbursement of the~e para­
cllUtf's in the surplus market. We also 
wish to add that in our opinion, this is 
true of any surplus parachute as~embly or 
compollent. 

SWITLIK PARACHUTE CO. INC. 
132.~ E. tat(· St., Treuton 7, N. J. 

Standard Class 
(Editors note: The following are com­

ment.s on Cijan's widely published artide 
"Ou.tlook for Standard ([ass Sailplanes." 
tmnslated frulII AVli\::>PUilT f(>( Fehruary, 
191il.) 

We would point Ollt to Mr. Cijan that 
we have been raising our voice ever since 
the first di,clI'siolls on the rCf!:ulations for 
the Standard Cia,;" and in parti('ular about 
thi~ imprecision which permit,; all sorts 
of design tricks quite contrary to the spirit 
which should govern their elaboration. 

Besides, between ourselves, at that time 
many technical people and prominent per­
sonalities who were involved in these dis· 
cu~sjons had each in his own drawer a 
project for a sa.ilplanc more or less "Stand· 
ard" and were not disposed to let them· 
schE'_' be cramped in reaJizinp: it by too 
strict requirements. Some of them quite 
certainly returned home after the rJi,;clI~· 
sions rubbinp; their hands and murmuring 
~oftly: "Now let's see what I can pull out 
of the hat." 

As for mOllotype (one·de~ign) competi. 
tion, which in Our opinion is the only valid 
way to find a real world champion, it would 
he aFy enough to arrange it following the I. 
scheme which was sug~ested by our col­
leap;ue Bonneau (Aviasport No. 74, July, 
19601. 

We may recall that he proposed choosing 
as first monotype the sailplane selected by 
OSTIV as being the "Standard Cia,s Sail­
plane of the Ycar." Following this prin· 
ciple, the 1962 Championships oUllht to be 
based on one of the Standard Class which 
won the OSTIV Design Competition, that 
is to say, ::;ive us a choice between Ka-6 
and "Austria;" Then in 1964, complete 
freedom to present new types in the true 
Standard Clas' and free competition among 
the,;e ,ailplane,. 

The ,ailplane selected in 1964 as best 
representinp: the ideal of the Standard 
Class would then be chosen for the mono­
type competition in 1966. In 1968 free com· 
petition again amon~ tandard Class ne· 
signs and so on. It is well known that it 
takes four years to perfect a new desip;n. 
We would then have every four years a 
true World Champion and alternately a 
new real Stannard Class sailplane. 

It is unfortunate that the Gliding Com· 
mittee of the French Aero Club did not 
think fit to put forward this sup;gestion 
at the CVSM meeting in Paris in Novem· 
ber. We know very well, however, that any 
sugp:estion by Bonneau and Aviasport 
smack of heresy. to these gentlemen of 
the French Aero Club. . 

We can sr." no reason for putting off 
until 1968 the introduction of a mono· 
typE' rlas,;, for without the selection pro­
cedure whic'h we indicated, there is no 
more chanr.., of achieving a monotype cla~s 

in 1968 than there is today. 
RAYMOND SIRRETT A 

SOARING 




