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by ROBERT 

Robert H. Fisher is, like all ~oar· 

ing pilob, part dreamer - but a 
dreamer who is about to make one 
of his long-standing dream" som!-; 
true. Il has bepn one of Bob's am­
bitions, practically since he first he-
came aware of soaring many years 
ago, to some day fI y a sai Iplane 
across the conlltry. "from ~alt water 
to salt water" - not on tow hut in 
a series of soaring flights. This yeae 
on the 50th anniversary of the first 
powered flight across tlte United 
States. he finally took steps to re­
alize his ambition. Be sold his in­
terest in the fami! farming enter-
pri.'e near Moses Lake, \: ashingtoll, 
ordered a new Schweizer 1-23H, and 
started organizing his expedition, a 
venture which Bob feels may do 
more to publicize soaring in the jJub­
lie eve thau anything else he could 
do. 

He plans to depart from Seattle 
in late June, when the soaring con­
ditions are best. Exact date of jump-
off is. of course, somewhat indef­
inite, sin e e it is 'dependent on 
weather; ano just the right coudi­
tions will be required to get over the 
:ascade Mountain~. This first leg of 

the journev may well he the most 
difficult (and hazardous) of the 
trip, since the Cascades are a for­
midable barrier which have been 
crossed by sailplane only once be­
fore - and then from east to west, 
which is easier. Stable, wet, marine 
air often blankets the Pudget Sound 
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area. Once al'l"O~~ the Cascades, Bob 
plans to hear dO\1 II throll,2'h ;;ollth­
eastern \ra~hinglon, hop across the 
Blue MOllntains in eastern Oregon 
(he ha.. pioneered this leg before). 
cross ;:OUtllCI'lJ Idaho, Wyoming. 
lo\va ur Mi,;souri, and then aero,s 
III inois. Indiana (where he lIas born 
()H~r forty years ago) and Ohio ­
slaying well south of the Creat Lakes 
to avoid their stabilizing influencc­
and then on, uj (:{JUTSI', to Elmi ra. 
Frum there it \rould be an "easy 
hop" to the Atlantic Ocean. The itin­
erar)' i;: naturally ,;omcwbal at the 
menw of the weather. terrain t'n­
countered. advice of k;lOllledgeable 
individuals (much welcomed), etc. 
How long the journey will take is 
any one\ gUL'SS, anything from three 
weeks to three months is not lImea­
~onahle. However, one can be sure 
that Bob will be doing his dead level 
hest to beat thl;; fir~t airplane cross­
iug of the continenl (~~9 days). 
Knowing Bob, he will also be trying 
hard for his Distance Diamond and 
won't pas!' up any opportunitie~ to 
set a record or two. 

Til 1950, Bob made the first :-300 
km. flight in the northwe~t and be­
carne Washington's first Gold C 
pilot (U.S. #:-30). He also won (I'asi­
ly) the first post-war NW soaring 
cOntest and established a man a ton­
ous habit of winning every contest 
he entered. (It was necessary for 
some of the rest of us to buy sail­
planes with fifty percent better per-

A jaunt across the country, sllch a~ 

Boh ]Jlall~. II-jth sailplane, ground 
crew, trail 'r. and lOll' plane is a 
major expedition and not incxpell­
siVt~, even if the sailplane doe;;:n't n~e 

any gas. Various friends 'and ac­
f[uuintances are contributing to his 
l'xpellse fund, both because they lik,' 
,LIll! admire Bob and because tlw\' 
feel that Ilhat he is trying to do Ilii! 
hel p soaring. Benefit air shows ure 
being held. and he ha~ the hacking 
of the cit\ of Moses Lake. the local 
new:; (1ape;', and variou~ ('i;'ic group" 
The Civil Air Patrol is furni:;hing a 
Super-Cub tOl-l'planc til accompany 
the trek. When 80b wings eastward 
out of Seattle. the best wishe<: of all 
of thest· people will ride with him! 

If your local newspaper doesn't 
carry the story of the progress of the 
Fisher flight. needle them till they 
do! 
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An illustrated, 18 page booklet de­

signed to answer the questions of 

the uninitiated. 

Price: 25 cents, postpaid
 

10 or more, 15 cents each
 

from
 

SSA Box 66071
 

Los Angeles 66, Calif.
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