
4th ANNUA[ JIM SWEA ENGEN 
MEMORIAL SOARING MEE 

Sanctioned by The 'oaring Society of America, Inc. 

by LERoy P. TURNER 

The Fourth Annual Jim Swearen­
gen ~Iemorial Meet wa" held at 
Twinkletown Airport near Memphis 
May 27th to 30th. The 27th dawned 
with broken clouds almost obscur­
ing the sky and a IowaI' 41 debO"rees, 

the colde~t by 10 degrees ever re-
corned on this date in Memphis. The 
clouds disappeared before noon; 
however, the mass of cold Canadian 
air kept an uncomfortable chill with 
us all day long. The task for this 
first day was decided to be Bishop 
Airport near Holly Springs, Miss., 
and retum, a nistance of "72 miles 
round trip. The first sailplane was 
off exactl y at noon, with the other 
contestants leaving the ground at ap­
proximately 15 minute intervals. The 
first off, Eugart Yerian in the Mem­
phis Soaring Society's 1-26, han 
failed to find lift and returned short­
ly. However, Maj. Linford Bachtell 
of Robins AFB, flying a ]-2.'1, wa: 
able to stay up and he completen the 
task ill :'\:45 hr.. thereln~ earnilJ'Y 
JOOO point. The "Bald E:~!!le" (Pa~ 
\iullov) from Laur 1. lVIi,s .. who 
ha~ a'lleautiful head of \\'hit~ hair, 
failen to make it back to the field_ 
hut he did earn 314 points for al: 
most completing the task. Walter 
Fuller in his beautiful Ka-6 and 
making his first contest cross·coun­
try was extra careful and set down 
in a nice field without making- the 
J'f~quired distance. Fup-art 'Irerian 
made another start aL ] :05. While he 
did stay up some two hours on this 
try he "u~ never out of sight of the 
field. 

On Sunday, a program at the air­
port had been arranged which in­
clllnen Hadio CJlltrol model air­
plane flying' ann Sky Diving. Partly 
'in the intere~t of safet" we decided 
to call it an open day ~and the boys 
were to\l d aloft beginning at 11. :45. 
It wa~ onr hope the cold Canadiall 
air llIass had IJeen heated up enough 
for ~'ood thermal,.;. The re:ult was 
that - Bachtell went into Kentucky, 
while Pat Mullov ill his 1-23 lost 
his lift and la~ded near Ripley. 
Tenn .. for 5QO points. The iajor had 
pickf-d up 1000. Fugart Yerian diel 
manage to get out of sight of the 
field. ~ alter Fuller after a Lo\l' at 
12:15 had found no lift, returned 

JULY .. : 1961 

to the fieln and \\a~ towed alofL 
ag-ain at ]2:4:-1. He wished La return 
to Hayesville, j,\. C., late Sunday and 
headed out in that direcLion - with 
his ground crew trailing him. We 
have not yet heard the exact distance 
he made. 

A rather large turnout was ex­
perienced at TwinkleLown on Sunday 
afternoon. With the contesting sail­
planes out of town, the puhlic had 
to content themselves with observing 
our training plane, a Schweizer 2-22. 
It made numerous hop' for a ~pot 
landing contest which was eventually 
won by John D. Wilson, Jr., with a 
37" distance. 
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Maj. Linfard B. Bachtell, USAF. 

Monday morning in the face of a 
] 0 to 1.5 knot wind with 25 to 30 
kn h above SOOO feet, a task of 
CJarkesdale. Mj~s .. and rf'lllrn was 
selected_ This \I a' a distance of 98 
miles rOlll1d trip with the tnm point 
directly lip wind. It was difficult 
enoufih as none of the contestants 
completed the task. Pat Mullov al· 
most made it back and wound up 
with 1000 points. Lin Bachtell was 
close h -hind him ~ ith 928 points. 
Fugart Yerian carded 417 for this 
day. 

A dinner was given Monday eve­
ning at Doug Partee's Germantown 
e:tate 1'01' the members, COIILe,Lants 
and crews, and it ne eloped our lead­
in.!:!; competitor, 1\1 a j 0 l' Bachtell, 
wanted to leave for home early Tues­
day, howe er, his crew eventuall v 
per,uaded him to stay over and 
Tuesday. which was the' first day of 
real soa~ing weather, had been ~list-

ed as a short task so contestants 
could get an early start for ho~e. 
Accordinglv, a triangular course 
from T",illkletowll to Wilson Field 
to F1ernando and return was ,elected. 
On tltis speed task of 50 miles. Mul­
lov completed it in l:41 hr., "Bach­
tell in 2:01 and Eug-art completed it 
in :::; :02. 

One jntere,ting .. idelighL to this 
final ta--k is almost another storv. A 
balk" brake on the Stearman ~had 
dela;"ed gelling the sailplanes aloft 
for almost an hour. "Q" had begun 
to pop and it looked like a day of 
real soaring weather. As soon as the 
contestants were a loft. J ohn ~ ilson 
in a Cub set out for' Wilson Field 
to set out markers. EVidently Mulloy 
was circling the field there waiting 
for the marker. John flew on to Her­
nanno and found the same would-be 
buzzard over the airport waiting for 
the marker again. His markers com­
pleted - John returned to Twinkle­
town and on enteri ng the pattern 
found that same buzzard ahead of 
him landing. Not knowing whether 
to believe his own eyes, John taxied 
up to the 1-2:1, asked for and re­
ceived an accurate description of the 
markers. Who needs an old en ine 
anYllay when "Q's" are popping'? 

The 'I1ajor was not far behind and 
Pat had not been ahle to overcome 
hi~ earl ier lean. so Lin Bachtell was 
dl'clared the winner and new Mid­
South Soaring .hampion. He was 
presented with a check for $100 and 
the large trophy which is to carry 
his name as winner in 1961. We look­
forward to his clean, keen, mean 
competiLion again next year. Pat 
Mulloy was winner of the second 
place and likewise presented with a 
trophy and a check for $75. fUlTart 
Yerian won the third prize and ~lso 
the duration prize for flight over the 
field. 

Du· to conflict with school :rraJu­
ation this meet did not have as many 
contestants as had been antici pated. 
Also, the weather was disappointing. 
Even so, II' - would class it as su "':­
cessful ann next vear we are in hopes 
of providing more intensive compe­
titioll. 

BIKLE'S HIGH REPUTATION 
The following quote is fro m 

"Desert Wings" of Edwards. Cal if.: 
"Crack of the month: When Joe 

Walker set his altitude ma.rk of :11 
miles 1n the X-15. the Edwards AFB 
Test Controller, Jack McKay, cau­
tioned over the radio, 'Careful Joe, 
Paul Bikle is 10,000 feet above you 
in a glider.'" 
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