
JOHN WILLIAMSON WINS 
BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP 

Sgt. John Williamson of the RAF, 
only 32 years old, won the British 
National Soaring Championship fiy­
ing an Eliotts Olympia 419X sail. 
plane. The Championships were held 
from May 13·22 at the Lasham Soar­
ing Center and were noted for their 
good weather which helped to pro­
duce 50,000 miles of cross-country 
soaring. 

The Championships featured two 
Leagues, 50 sailplanes in League 1 
for the pundit" and 40 in League 2 
for those a"piring to Gold C distance 
under a handicapped "coring system. 
Another 22 had applied to fiy in 
League 2 but could not be accommo­
dated. Towplanes numbered 20, per­
mi tting 90 sec. take-off interval". 

J.. . League 2 Champion was a team of 
~ David Kerridge and Alan Purnell 

sharing a Skylark 3F. They earned 
5360 points. Standard Class Cham­
pion was Gerry Burgess with a Ka-6 
in League 1. 

Minimum distance for scoring 
was 20 miles. If 60% or more scor­
ed, the day's points were based on 
1000; if just more than 20% scored. 
maximum points were 250; if fewer 
scored, the day did not count; in 
between, the maximum points were 
in proportion to the percent that 
scored. 

For the nine contest days. Wil­
liamson scored 7968 points.' He was 
1st on four days, 2nd on another, 
4th on 2 and next best in the high 
900's on the remaining two when 
numerous others tied for firsts. 

On olle distance day, 36 in League 
1 fiew more than 190 miles to the 
coast. The following day, 13 in 
League 2 made about the same flight 
and on the day after that 7 in League 
1 repeated the distance. 

Fi rst six in League 1 were: 
John Williamson, Oly. 419X 7968 

. George Burton, Skylark 3B 7121 
aPhilip Wills; Skylark 3F 6772 
~ A. Dean Drummond, Oly, 419 6597 

D. H. G. Incl'. Oly. 419X 5878 
Anne Burns, Skylark 3B 5818 
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