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hy Ll.OYD M. LICHER tended by the mayor and representa­ then back on a line through the start 
Photos by E. J. REEVES tives of the JC's, C of C and Chuck point a far a" po;,sihie. ,­

Wagon Gang, after wh.ich numerous The :34, sailplanes "ere launchedThe 27th ationals were held at 
of the conte--t officiab were intro­ in 54 minutes by six of the seventhe F. tor County Airport, Odes a, 
duced. Philip Wills brou"ht "Teet- towplanes available. T'\o-minllte in­
oTexa:;, from August 2.11, 1%0. The 0 n 
mgs from England and expre_sed a tervals were cheduled and aiwav~Odessa Chuck \'ragon Gang, a group 
lament that hi' body mio-ht be on the equalled or bettered. The 'epara'tein the Chamber of Commerce, spon­
platform but his spirit was up with towplane landing strip adjacent tosored the contest and it was sanc­
the many cumulus clouds that had Clnd dowfl\,-ind of the take-off run­tioned by The Soaring Society of 
jllst begun to form. way, 65 available to\\ lines manipu­America, Inc. ­

Winner of the contest and new With that, attempts began on the lated by four eager Wing Scouts und 

U.S. National Soaring Champion is task of the day, a 132 mile triangu­ members of the Ode -a Boy's Clul: 

Richard E. Schreder of Toledo, Ohio, lar speed coursCi with turning po in ts all under the experienced super­

who flew his original design HP·8 t:it Andrews County Airport, :'\0 mi. vi~ion of line chief Phil Easley, 
north, and Wink Airport, 49 mi. played an important part in thissailplane. He earned a perfect score 

on six of the seven contest days and west. Principal turn point observers achievemen t. A temporary FAA tower 

had 945 on the other for a total of throughout the contest were Mr. & was on the field for the contest, 
Mrs. Me ay from Wichita and TSA's manned by very cooperative contro)­6945 out of a possible 7000. He had 
Bi 11 Idom. lers. As each tow was ready to go,also won the championship in 1958. 

Roy Schlemeyer of Odessa wouldA number of pilots spent some ~-inds were generally south, 25 
wave a flag and the to'Ner would flashdays before the coniest at Odes:;a knots down low, J5 knots above 8000 
a green li!!·!Jt. It would be well topracticing or trying to earn the Gold feet. Thermals were good enough for 
give a full measure of credit to theC distance leg in order to quali fy for twenty-seven pilots to complete the 
tow pi lots at this poi nt. Ken Jacobsentry. Fritz Sebek was successful in course. Chief timer AI Backstrom 
of TSA was chief and most of thethe latter respect. clocked Schreder in with fastest time 
others had a lot of towing experi­A comprehensive briefing on rul s, of 52.6 mph. Coder was a close sec· 
ence, Charlie Adkisson, Ed Butts,scoring and operations was conducted o~.d in the Sisu I with 49.6 mph. 
Bob Davis, John Ha1l, Al Parker,by contest personnel on Monday WIlls commented that it was immoral 
Chuck Schmid and Jessie Womack. evening for those pilots who had ar­ to waste such good soaring wpather 

rived early. on a short task. Meanwhile, back with the contest­
Joe Emons made a non-contest ants, good thermals a1l0wed five to Tuesday, August 2nd 

flight in his LX 205 mi. north to exceed 300 miles ano 22 others toFirst Contest Day 
Hereford til earn Gold C di~tance exceed 200, in spite of a strong cross­Thirty-three qualjfied pilots were and Diamond C goal, thus qualifying wind. Schreder again garnered theon hand for the fi rst day of compe­ to enter the competition on the fol­ 1000 points, this time with 338 miles. lition, including three Canadians and lowing day. 

Philip Wills from England. They A. J. Smith was second with 332. 
had a formidable array of sailplanes -Wednesday, ugust 3r<1 ~Ji1ls third with 322 and Dre,,; 
to fly (see table of scores). Second Contcst Day fourth with 321, a1l Diamond C 

E. J. Reeves M.C.'d the brief open­ New fare for .~. pilot:;, a dis- oistauce legs, Wills' completing his 
ing ceremonies. ~Telcomt's were ex- tanr.e task: 75.S mi. WSW to Pecos badge after JO years of trying. Otto 

Ector County Airport, site of the 1960 Notionols, looking SE. Lorge The 1960 U,S. National Soaring Champion, Richard E. Schreder of 
groded squore was for sailplane landings, graded runway at left for Toledo, Ohio, with his all-metal, original design HP-8 sailplane and 
landing' towplanes bringing them right up to head of toke-off line, family crew of wife Angie, two boys and young daughter. 
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