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Observcr~ and pilots alike were unanimously of 
the opinion that the 27th Annual U.S. National Soaring 
Championships just concluded at Ode,;..a wele oULtandin~ 

in the smoothne~s and efficiency of the operation. Field 
operatiolls, launching and task setting were 'arried out in 

a remarkablv effective fashion. The TS and Odessa people are to be congratulated 
[or their su~ce . 

At thl' annual summer meeting of the SSA Board of Directors, held at the 
conclusion of the meet, future i\Tationals' plans were discussed. In the past, this 
has been done at the January Directors' meeting but it was felt that more notice of 
rules chan)!es would be desired by prospective competitors. Actually, few changl~~ 

were voted, Dut this in itself is of iuterest. 

From the trash pile of dented egos among the also·rans at Odessa came 
the universal comment that the competitioT: at this meet was the highest caliber 
ever experienced at a U.S. Championship. This wa~ allributed in great part to the 
new entrance requirement of a Gold C di,;tance leg. \rith few exceptions, all of 
the 36 entrar.ts were seriously competing every day. 

The question of the purpose of he National Championship contest has 
been discussed at numerous meetings of the SSA Directors. They are almost unani­
mous in fee1ing that this contf'st is to pick the be.-t pilot as U.S. National Soaring 
Champion, improve the design of sailpbnes, improve our knowledge o[ meteorology 
and for no other purposes. 

The .S. Neltional Championship is not held for th purpose of helping 
pilots to get additional badges or diamonds; giving them experien e in competition; 
or bringing publicity to the sponsoring group. All three of thf'se are laudable goals.. 
but in the past have consistently been found to interfere with the primary objectives. 
The Directors are trying to eliminate these conflirts. 

At Ode::;,ja the Director~ voted to retain the Gold C distance lei! requiTl'­
ment for entrance in the 1961 cont .~t. . 'oTllcday \I I" might be ahle to have regional 
elimiuation or qualification contests, but none of the dozens of such schemes 
proposed so far have come even close to being- ,;atidactory. Thi.· year, if a contestant 
deliberately disregarded a seL task he could be as~igned to the end of the take-off 
order for the remainder of the contest. In ] 9Gl he will be drop ped from the 
contest forth\-\-iLh. 

\'ext year wc will continue to score the 05TIV Standard Class ~hil)s alon?-" 
with the others a~ was done in Odessa this year. A pecial trophy \ 'ill be given 
for the best performance in this class, and if a Standard Cin pilot has the 
highest score he will be the .S. Kational Champion. Radios will be permitted in 
these ships. 55 is also goino- to recommend to FA I that these same changes be 
made in thl" International Championships in 1962. 

Letters will shortly be sent to all soaring clubs in the U.S.A. asking them 
if they wish to sponsor the 1961 Nationals. With the greatly increased hf'lp that 
S5A is able to give sponsors, this task is noL as difficult as in the past and it is 
our hope that we will have several bids to choo,;c from. How about hearing from 
Jour group '? 

-H.S. 
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