
1960 WEST COAST
 
SOARI G CHAMPION­


SHIP CONTEST
 
• anc:tioned by the Soaring Soriety of .1merira, Inc. 

by ROBERT E. KRUSE, Conte t Director 

(CondenSI'd from a story ill the 
Au"usl, 19(JO issue of TOWLl1\,I,;.) 

The annual West Coast Soaril1!!: 
Champioll:;hip Conte t 'wa" held at 
Fancher Field, \\'enatchoe, Washing­
ton, frum July 4th through the 8th. 
A Soaring Camp was held in con­
junction with the meet, July 2·]0. 
Sponsor of the event::; was the Seattle 
Glider Council. 

In the Open Class, Bob (Desert 
Fox) Moore captured top honor in 
his Schweizer 1-21. Howevel-. this 
year he was hard pressed' hy' Earl 
Menefee, in his M '-23, and Joe 
(Crumley) }{obertsun flying hi:;; sleek 
Olympia. In fact, the Fox harl to flv 
the last contest day to maintain his 
lead. 

The Californians made a clean 
sweep in Clas" II. First place 'wa" 
won hy George Asdel of Sunnyvale, 
Califurnia, fullo\ > I closely by Stan 
(The Cigar Man) Hall. Both were 
flving their Cherokee 1[\. 

Team competition was led all 
the way by Frank (Shorts) Woof!· 
ward and Joe (Swamp Fox) Hiehard­
son in the Boeing Club's 1-26. Second 
and last in team competition were 
Tom Davis aJld' \Vils{ln H.ibeiro in 
the Cascade Soaring Society's recent­
ly acquired 1-2:3. 

Go ..d prizes were won by Men fee, 
who first landed in Spokane; At Wil­
son, who fir:;t landed at Walla-Walla; 
and Jim Hard, who flew his 1-19 

homl' to Vista Field at Kennewick. 

Saturday, July 2nd 
First Camp clay. Mustly local fly­

ing to sample the lift and get fa­
miliar with the local terrain. 

Sunday, July 3rd 
'''cather looked fair: a Gold C 

go,J! and return to Da~'cnport was 
u!l!1:e--ted for tho~e who desired to 

tr)~' One pilot elected to fly straight 
ont southeast. Results: 

I Wilsoll - Wiehe - Davenport 
to Ilose~ Coulee - 169 miles, 

Mark Carton - 1-26 - Umarine, 
Oregon - ] 35 miles. 

~tan Hall - Cherokee I[ - Daven­
]>ort to Wilhur - 128 miles. 
. George Asdel - Cherokee II ­
Cre~ton'J to Coulee .it}' - 119 miles. 

I{Oll Collv - L-K - Waterville ­
Quincy-Panguorn - 82 mile. 

AI Greera- - L-K - Mamfield . 40 
miles. 

Monday, July 4th 
Weather lookerl goorl hut promise 

of better weather led the task corn­
mittee to sno-gest a milk-run raee to 
i\'!ansfield and return, 80 miles total. 
'II 10 ship' completed the task, 
iToore the fastest with 1 :51 and 

J\ITellefee only 8 minutes longer. 

Tuesday, July 5th 
'reather still fair to good, so task 

committee got braver. A 109 mile tri ­
angle was set with turn points at 

West Coost Championships competitor George Asdel- set for take-off at Wenatchee, Washing­
ton, in his Cherokee II sailplane. 

Photo: Dorothy Asdel 

Coulee Cilv and EJJhrata. Seven of 
the eight ~\'lw trie;] completed the 
task, again led by Moore ith 2:2;~. 

'Wednesday, July 6th 
Weather clear but solar heating 

provided some thermab. Task com­
mittee still holding out for the prom­
iscd bettcr weather set tao k La Chief 
Joseph Dam and return, 96 miles. 
ProlPd to be not quite a mi lk-run 
this time, Everybody repurted having 
to scratch some. Nine of the ten made 
it home airhorne, fastest being-yes, 
Moore again, this time in 2: 10. 

Thursday, July 7th 
'Westerlie>' in at last but also stable 

air mas~. Slight wave activity report­
ecl by Kruse after a tow to lookout. 
Declared no contest day. Everybody 
di>'appointed since "Kruse's Wave" 
only took them to 7000-8000 ft. 

Friday, July 8th 
Weather deteriorated further, task 

committee in desperatilm declared 
an open task day. Only three got 
away. Hub .\100re declared a triangu­
lar course to Uavel1pOrl"-Ritzville and 
back along a line thru Fancher Field. 
He landed 18 miles east of j10~es 

Luke for a total of 16 L mi Ie '. Earl 
Menefee dee/area to Kellogg. Tdaho, 
bnt turned back Ilear COlier d'A lene. 
Idaho, because of forest and range: 
fi re moke and landed ill.: [lokane fu r 
140 mile". Joe Robert>'on landed at 
Creston for 85 miles, not having left 
the field until 2::~0 p.m. This ended 
the compctition for the champion­
ship. 

Saturday, July 9th 
Weather not improved, Gold C 

distance aspirants set a triangle to 
lmira-Othello und return. Dou!! Mc­

Donald in the Olympia land~d at 
Moses Lake, after having turned the 
corner at Othello going around in 
the other c1iTection for 108 miles. 
Al Wilson landed at Quincy for 170 
miles. Several other pilots attempted 
a Silver C triano-Ie (one complet~d). 

Sunday, July 10th 
Local flying by Soaring Camp 

participants. Everybody else evapo­
rated to home ]JUriS. 

All in all. the Conte:;t was success· 
ful, but no Gold C legs accomplished 
due to uncooperative weather. Maxi­
mnm distances were 169-1.70 statue 
miles and altitude !!:ains on the order 
of 7,000-8,000 fe~t. Scores follow: 
I.	 Robert Lee Moore, 1-21 4000 
2.	 Earl O. YIenefee. MG·2;,\ 3486 
3. Joseph M. Robl·;tson, Olym. 3045 
4,. Robert H. Fisher, L-K'" 2585 
5.	 R. Al MacDonald, L-K" 1769 
6.	 Peter VanGruen. BG-12A"" ]517 

;:. (3 days). .::..", (2 days). 

NOVEMBER ... 1960 9 




