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Fancher Field, Wenatchee, Washington, site of the forthcoming 1960 West Coast Soaring
 
Championships and Soaring Camp,
 

WENATCHEE READY FOR 
WEST COAST CHAMPION­
SHIP CONTESTANTS 

Fancher Field. site of the 1960 
West Coast h~mJ>ionshjJ> Soaring 
Contest, i' heing readied for the com. 
bined arin:r Camp (Jul, 2, and 
Ule conte t (July 11-8). The field it­
self approaches a glider pilot s 
dn'am for overall convenience of 
operation. 1\0 maLLeI' which way Ute 
\\'ind bioI's. there j- no need to haul 
the ship to the 0l'po ite end of the 
runway. Takeoffs ar made from 
mid·field_ near the inten~ction of 
the main runway and tlt ' paved taxi­
wa~r sho\\'n in the photo. Takeoff to 
north or ,..oulh f1' m thi' renual 
point i. optional, and landings are 
completed rii!ht at the takeoff point 
from an approach iu the 0Pl0:;jt 
direction, If then happl't1_ to be a 
stron!.!' nouo-h cro"s-wind. takeoffs"c ' 
are made straight across the field. 
Under 'uch onditions, tho e pilo' 
wh are nol ff on c( nte_t fli/{ht· 
can initiate "Operation heapskate" 
and us the diagonal runway to to\\ 
Il'lidl'rs into the ,;lope wind by auto­
mobile and a short rope. 

Camp-minded contestant and lheir 

Philadelphia Glider Council
 

Open House Week
 

Saturday, July 9th, through
 
Sunday, July 17th.
 

PGC Glider Port
 
Rte. 1, Box 315, Perkasie, Po.
 

Bring your sailplane
 
or just your interest.
 

JUNE . .. 1960 

familie can pitch their tenL and 
sle I on th field. Restaurant fa iIi. 
ties ar il\·ailahle. and the t wn of 
Wenatchee is only a ten·minUle drive 
<!\\'ay. Th r are plenty () auto Courts 
nearby, so cOllte,;tunls d siring d­
vance a Tommodat10ns shou lei make 
their \I'anl~ known to Ih· ·onle.t (/j. 
reelor: 

HaberL 1::. Kruse. 
19 12 L16th A\eIIIlC o. 
::waltle. RH. \\7a",h. 

For famili . who \dl:'li to IJe rl:;e­
\\ here Idlile fatller if [lying-. moun· 
tain and lake \8 ation areas arp \\iLh. 
in an h ur'.' (lri~c. and ,eallll~ is Ie>-s 
than a four·hour drive acros the 
'a au mountaim. I ationalh··fa. 

m us . 'enic: \I onder n 'HIH' . are 
rand (olllee Dam (there ar anum­

b I' of nl'W one. no\\. too • Gillko 
petrified 1'0 e t, Lake' CI1l'I~n. the 
Columbia Ea in irrigation develop. 
lnpnts, alld the ,'pe tac lIar Ca~cade 

\[ountain". Lo naw a few. 

Th photo show~ Fancher Field. 
\\'ith Ihe camera looking appro. i­
maLely rlOrlli\1 ::;t. FipJd levalion i 
1·1'10 feeL and the Columbia riv r. 

I \'ution 900 f et, is just visible in 
the upp r left corner. A :~50 ·fool 
high soarin;.r r1d:w i! within ea"y 
gliding di 'tanc' from the rig-ht of th~ 
piclur>. 

The :,oa.ring: camp and COntest 
date,; hal'e h 11. et up e'pecially for 
the advantage of pilot:, f 'om distant 
poinls on the \X est Coast 1\ ho "ottld 
I ik to In Ihi· 110\\ -famoliS :soaring 
..itl' \lilho~t hu\ring to use m re lha;; 
one week of \'acation tim to make tlu. 
t1'1 p, on· \,\'. ~hingtol1 pilots who 
plaa to aUf'l1l . hould nOlif~ the c H­

te't dir·ctor of their int~ntioll;; [j' 

,0011 u' po',ihle. 

THE WAVES
 
OF
 

EL MIRAGE
 
hy LEO"".,Rf> C-\'iFlELD 

fter 1, months of no soaring due 
to n'pair::; b'ing made on my P-R, 
my fell \' \\orker'i and r finall\' ar­
ri~'ed at the big moment \I her; \\" 
on ao-ain we;e able 1'0 tr" our 
wings. DOll Gaede, [femer Kaiinsky, 
Ray Parker, Robert ,anfi Id. Ronnie 
Shugar, Bud l{ob rt.on and myself 
'" ere on hand, 

Sunday, February 21~L was warm 
with a \ ind of ahout 2. to <0 mph. 
\'\ie were making uta tows to 2000 
feet from Mirag~ Dry Lake. bout 4 
P.:'I1.. Don and [ took off and re­
leased at 1500 feet. Li t was found 
almost everywh 1'('. We managed to 
work Ih rmals to 9000 feet as!. using 
only a in~le pointer altimeter and 
our air pe I, ,illl' we had no rate of 
climb or variomder. I \\'a n't pI' ­
pared for 11w hillh alLitu Ie tempera­
lure as I only had my lee ~hirt n. 
We fillalh' entered a wave eondition 
at about 5 P.. if. at 7 00 feet. Flying 
was lJf'rf elly smooth hut we had a 
..:tead" ratf' of elimh on the altimeter. 
WI' \~'er almo,,1 directly vel' E1 Ii­
rage al 12.000 feel wher the tem­
peratur \\'3" ah tit ;~SO. The sun had 
~ 11 down so \\ decided to try and 
corne dow n before it got much 
darker. Contaci wi I bOIl' ground 
rrew on LI e radi indirat d thev were 
heginninll' to et won-ied. We ~pened 
Ihe dive brakes and flew at 05 miles 
]wr hour but still 'ouldn't II)' much 
altitud. We kepl flying with dive 
brak" full) xtended for appr rio 
matel}' 30 minule b fore we were 
able to make our approach for a 
landin lY• everal I opl had their 
car lights on for u.' an 1 we landed 
during some pretty rough gu t of 
up Lo 35 miles ]J r hour. It wa great 
to geL down ""hcre it \I'as w rmer but 
Thad stlre rnjoyed h >ing- ahle to fly 
Ill)' fir,;t \X'a e. I am looking forward 
to more of them ill the future. 

The next d }'. 'I'londay. conditions 
\I'ere al a good with th rmals p p. 
(linD' every" here. 'We made another 
two hOllr flighl but I ct d to ('ome 
down and gi\'f' ome olher:, a challce 
to fly. EI Iirage i f I'm , 

\"\' p1 n t put my P-R to good 
u'e durin~ the coming year and r 
might als say that iL seem.' to fI y 
eV{"!l b 1I I' Ihan before I hit the 
.To·hua Tr- . 
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