
SAFETY fIRST 

THE GRAY HAIR DEPARTMENT
 
by JOSEPH NI. ROBEHTSO_ , Chairman
 

S Safety and Flight Operation ommittee
 

Ronal(l OI(lershaw lI'a" fatalIv iu­
jured on Allgu-t 9, 19.-9, whel; the 
sailplane hl' lias flying ;;pun into 
lh· !!rOllnd at Minter Field, Uakl'rs· 
fid,L California, 

The flight was for the purpose 
of trainin~ the pilot ;;010 in the sajl. 
plane. He had had one previous short 
dual f1i~ht in the ship prior to the 
fatal flight. The pilot \\"as 15 years 
old and had accumulated l;)~ hours 
total flight time, all in sai Iplanes. 
The method of launching wa by 
auto to\\" to approximately~ 1000 feet 
above the field. 

Th' weather was wa I'm (1 OOoy) 
and CAVU and was not con -id r d 
to be a factor in this accident. 

The sailplane struck th(~ macadam 
ramp about Ih mile sonth of th re­
lease point after the pilot had per­
formed ;;everal turns as iustructed. 
The spin entry was not ob-ervl'd I . 
any of the people present. Fir-t in­
dication of trouble came wb n the 
ship was seen to he in a fully (/p­
veloped spin at an altitude of [rom 
600 to 800 fe"et. tel' two full turns. 
a r OVetT \\'as effected below 100 
fe't !Jut the ship was then Iwaded 
dired!y for a radar tower. In an ef­
fort to avoid the tower. a sharp lert 
turn was initiated. follOwed immedi· 
atel y hy another' spin LIllich con· 
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tinued into the ~1·Ollll(l. The . hip 
struck tii !!roulld ill an almost verti· 
cal allillld~' kUld hounced about I() 
feet. The fOrLlard fuselulle.inciud. 
ing the front coekpit area. was tOlal· 
1\ destroyed baek to the leading 
e'dge of the II ing. 110th ~eat belt and 
shouldl'r harness were used ~ ut datil. 
age to the fu;;ela!!e forward of the 
\\;ing was ;;0 ('_xte,;si\'e that the helts 
were of little usc. 

An examination of th· wreckage 
diseloseilll apparl"nt malfuncti( n of 
the stnreture or conlrol ::;y.tem. The 
"ail plane had a current airworthi. 
ne,:;, certificatt> and had accumnlaled 
a total of 148:15 hours f1ioht time. 
The J an Linda was a " ne ~IT t '11e 
all wood lIe. ign ,:;tarted hy Itay 
Parker in th early tiD'· ami finished 
II\" Vernon Older;;]1l1w in 1957. II 
h~ld exhibit cl no unu. ua! f1if!ht char· 
acteri"tic, . 

Findings 
1.	 There was no structural ailure. 
2.	 There \Ia~ no control failure 

of the ai reTaft. 
:3.	 Direct can~e of the accident w " 

an inaJvertent entry illt a pin 
in c los e pro. imit)r t lIle 
gronnd. 

RecoDlJl1endatioll 
It cannot be emphasized enoll,gn 

that training in spins and spin re­
every i;; of vital importance to 
very ,.ailpJane pilot. Slud .nl.. in· 

clndinl! rat cl power pilots, should 
t!loroug-hly unr1erstand the mecball' 
iSlIl and reel of a spin entry and 
Spill ree lV ry. A'. a g-en ral rule, 
most ail planes will recover fr m a 
~pin Ly simply leltinl! go of tlre 
controls. Tf thp pilot ha kllowJI~dge 

of ancl fully under. tands the situa· 
tion. recove~y ti me can by a ppr ci· 
ubi, reclueed b~ the propt'r applica. 
hon of control mOVP!1lents. Howe\·cr. 
ir the spin oc ~lIn; at a Y ry 10\1' a( 
liturle. there is I-en' litlle ~anellver. 
ing ro'om and contacl \1 ith th p:roulld 
is u,;ualh' inevitahle. 

In the" above cU.e. tlte pilot had 
receivl'll "pin traininl!' consislin§! of 
at lea. t fUlir complete" ;;pin enlri 
and rpcov ries ill a Prall·Head hUI 

arpar ilL! Ihis IVa' n I 11 ugh. II 
\l'a not enou;--h \ hen the pi 101 "a. 
on Ilis 0\\ n. in the air. and out of 
contact witlt his in Irucll r. 

NOW AVAILABLEl
 
CHAPTER 4
 

of the
 

to 

on AIRPLANE TOW 
This is the first available of 12 

chapters which will comprise the 
AMERICAN SOARING HAND­
BOOK, published by the Soaring 
Society of America. Each chapter 
in the series will be made available 
separately as .soon as it is finished, 
and a handsome binder will soon 
be provided for keeping the chap­
ters together. The size is 5 lhx8 lh. 

This authorative series is being 
prepared by the best experts in 
U.S. soaring under the editorship 
of Alice M. Fuchs, well-known avi­
ation writer and soaring pilot. 

While first to come out, the 44 
page Airplane Tow chapter is 
numbered 4 in the series. Soon to 
be available will be Chapter 3, 
Auto & Winch Tow; Chapter 2, In­
struction & Training: and Chapter 
5, Equipment. 

No one interested in soaring 
should be without the AMERICAN 
SOARING HANDBOOK. 

Send for Chapter 4, Airplane 
Tow, TODAY! 

Price: 75 cents, postpaid
 
from
 

SSA Box 66071
 
Los Angeles 66, Calif. 

II 




