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Cundenoed jrum (/1 report by D,wfo: lVlcN,~ y
 

had no .radio, there was 1I0thing to do 
hut wall and watch as the snn sank 
over the coast ran<re to the west. At 
IfJ30 a white speck \l'a si<rhted ri 'ina0~ . 
SJowly from hehind the Sedco HiJI~. 

Field gla ses soon veri fied that Ule 
tiny. speck \\'a, the graceful Ka-6 
makmg the best of an evening ther. 
mal to ~tart that lonn' last glide at 
maximum LID. T h: grOl;;ld ob­

The EI.-inore Fall Soaring Contest 
was ~ponsored thi~ veal' bv the 
Southern California So'a.ring As~oci­
ation over the three day abor Day 
weekend, eptember :'hd, 4th an(l 5th, 
at Skylark Field, Elsinore, Calif. 

On Saturday, September ;>'rd, aft(-~r 

a great deal of' procrastillatill~ hI' the 
task setters in the relaxed atn;oSI;here 
of registration, tow ti(:ket hnvi/pr. 

o • J n. 
waIver ~lgninp:_ etc., a 9(1 mile ta~k 

to Gilmun Frot STJring:; and retul'll 
was set. Since Cilman lay 'lnlv 24 
miJI~s Lo the northeast, twi'ce ar~und 
the course Was required. With the 
excellent weather provided by a trop­
ieal disturbance off lower California. 
the ta,;k proved to he a bit too easy 
for si. of the contestants who all 
fin i,,;hed \"ith better than :iLJ mph 
-peeds. The best was 44.2 mph by 
GraJlam Thomson in his beautiful 
white Ka.()CR Frallk (;reen ann Jim 
:MeCarril'r thQught once was enongh 
aluJ landed after the fir::;t go 'rounn. 

Sunday, September 4th, 100kNI 
very mnch like tbe previous day as 
far U" weather \Ia~ concerned ~o a 
more ambitious task of three laps 
around a 52 mill~ triano']e was set. 
The three turning points 'were M·ur. 
rieta Hot Springs, Homeland (near 
H.yan Fidd) anel Inspiration Point 
on the ridge \I"(,,,;t of Elsinore. The 
task was to stal'l and end at Skylark 
Ficld. This 156 mile ta~k for ~peed 
managed to weed out the frollt run­
n iug pack considRrab Iy as \\ ell as 
hring fOI"lI'ard a lIe W COlI tender. 

Frank Green surprised mostly him· 
self with a speelacular 38.11 mph for 
"eeond best ~peed of the day. Frank 
was sighted over the Scdco Hills 
quite lOll after completillg the second 
lap. H(, radioed for his crew to return 
to Skylark Field as he jnt was nOI 
ahont to make another lap, s he ap­
proached the Skylark runwav he 
strnck a small I;eak thermal" alld 
started circling. 1'0 all the expert 
soaring pilots observing" 1'1'0111 the 
narrL)\v shadl> of the hangar front, 
it was obvious that Frank just was 
not making the be,;t of the thermal. 
Chuck Moore proceeeled to talk frank 
around the eircle telling him exactly 
when to roll in a little more turn or 
move a little to olle side or the other. 
The thermalJing improved and Frank 
and Chuek :-;tarted to win the battle 
against gravity. As Chuck called the 
instruction louder and louder, Frank 
rose higher and high(~r unti I he \I'a' 
la t seen speeding allay on course 
for a \'ery fa~t lasL lap. Those at Lbe 
hangul' watchill'" gave Chuck a "well 
dOlle" since, yOIl see, he was not 
using the radiI;! 

As a result of delayed take-offs 
rau~ed by a Low plane fia~co (one of 
the three tug: blew a head gasket and 
another taxied into a runway mark­
er), the last sailplane was not air­
horne until ItJOO. Graham Thomson 
was the last off and came close to 
not completing th~~ 156 mile ta"k. At 
17:~0 all ships were accounted for ex· 
cept Graham's Ka·rl. Sinee Graham 

Graham Thomson 
and his Ka-6CR, 
winners of the 
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servers watched in amazement as 
Graham finally rolled out and slid 
effortl'ss]y toward the final turnlncr 
point. It appeareel that the Ka-o fle~~ 
·traight and level for the 15 miles 
La the last tum at Illspiratioll Point 
where it fla 'hed in the setting sun as 
Graham banked sharply for the final 
high speed dive across the finish line 
at 1847. 

A ,;hort triangular course of 35.5 
mi les was set fo.: the last competition 
on Lahor Day. The ta:;.k was to fly as 
many miles as possible around the 
course in a three hour period, b(~­

ginning at 13: ,(1. Sailplanes were 
launched early amI IlermiLted to crain • . 0 

as much altiLude a pos~ible Lut lIot 
to cross the field on (;OLirse uutil 
after 1330. This form of start was to 
encourage true regatta style racing 
and several exciting races did de­
velop among small groups of fairly 
well matched sailplanes. At the end 
of the timing period, all sailplanes 
still in the air made their way back 
to Skylark Field for the awaJ"ds pres· 
entation. 

In. all, rive prize' were awarded. 
silver bowls to first anel ."eeond plar,~ 
in each of two grot'll' (A and R, 
sail planes of over and under 25 to ] 
gl ide ratio, respectively) and a beau­
tiful statueLte of a bird in flight was 
donated by .A nna Saudek and pre. 
senteel to Jim McCarrier for the best 
performance by a pilot of less than 
Silver C standing. Places and scores 
follow. 

GROUP A 
Thomson. G I a-oCR 2879 
Williams, 1. 1-2:1 2765 
Proenneke, R. Cberohe If 2580 
Green, Frank (;1'-1 2191 

CROUP B 
Lambie, Jack Tauvel 2:i94 
'orth, DeVaughn 1-26 1710 

:vreckoll. Jim L-K 971 
StunforcL Ten BG-7 922 
Walters, . Carl TG-2 920 
MeCarrier. Jim TC-2 827 
Salkeld, Ed L-K 427 

During the entire three day contest, 
not one contestant required a second 
lannch. Also, a rather irnpres~ive 
total distance of 2769 cro.',;-Collntry 
miles were soared by the contestants 
in tlte competition. ' 
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