
busine,'s and profe-ional men in 
Odessa who have assigned to them­ INTERESTING GLIDERSselves the happy task ~f being Odes­
sa',: "good will aUlbassadors." 

Members of the "gan o'" perform 
their duLies on purely a volunteer 
ba~is. The "Gang's" main activities 
center around servin u delicious har­
b-q-up dinners to all groups who in­
vite them. Durin a J959 the "Can"" 
served dinner,;, a'; a non-profit basis. 
to oyer 75,000 people in several 
states. They do it because they want 
to do a jo'b of community b~ilding 
for Odessa, 

Official dress for "Gang" members 
includes a real \Vest Texas "Stetson." 
western -,hi rt, pants and of course the 
"cowboy" boots. They are the "boys" 
that will be working with cOntestants 
and their crews during the competi­
tion. 

Officiab for the meet named so 
far include: Beaumont Coolev, Con­
test Director; Alvin Parker, A'ssistant 
Contest Director; "Oats" Schwarzen­
berger, Competition Dircctor; Ted 
Lang, Meteorologist; Phil Easley, 
Operations Chief; and Terry White, 
Communications. 

The Idea Corner 
Compiled by FRED B. FIUEDEWALD 

(Note: Please send ideas for this 
column to fred at 16 L1 Oriole Lane, 
St. Louis 17, Mo.) 

Have trouble <Yetting pin!'> or bolts 
loose? Derri II Hausen suggested the 
use of "Door Ease" stick Inbe instead 
of grease or oil when assemblying. 
Besides not drying out in case your 
ship has been assembled for some 
months, it has the advantage of be­
ing neat to hand Ie and does not di rty 
np the ship if yOll lay a pin down 
during assemhly. 

Designing a ship and find that yOIl 

have no room for a variometer tank'r 
It seems Frcd Matteson had this prob­
lem. He came up with a container 
constructed of I" Stvrofoam which 
fit into the fuselage durinl-!' construc­
tion. He glued the whole thin" to­
gether with "Hemy's foam pfastic 
cemenl." He seems to think sealing is 
not necessary, but to keep pieces of 
loose foam from coming loose he 
'caled the box with clear:jlellac. The 
styrofoam heing a good insulator 
makes a fine containe;' since the sun 
does not affect it. A hox 0 I' abont 
any shape can be made 0 as to use 
odd shaped corners in an area pre­
ferably protected and mounted such 
as to take no stTes:; which mav tend 
to deform the box. In an area -'where 
the box might be damaged it might 
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Italian craftsmanship bas bee n 
well knOll-II for centuries. alld the air­
craft woodworker' of lhat couutry 
have maintained the reputation in re­
cent years. The italian aircraft in­
dnstr~ has in fact earned distinction 
for b~ing one of the last strongholds 
of all·wood construction for large 
aircraft, some of the lar"e trimotor 
torpedo homhers of \VW·l[ being of 
wood ill an era dominated by metal 
construction. 

Wood was more traditional in the 
glider field, however, and one war· 
time example is noteworthy, the 
Lombarda A.L.12P, a twelve-place 
troop and car"O "Iider that looked 
much more like a high-performance 
sailplane than the boxy military 
gJ iders of the time. 

The fnll·cantilever wing had a span 
of 21.3 meters (70 ft.) and an area 
of 50 squan~ meters (. :':;5 sq. ft). 'fh!> 
wooden monocoque fuselage was 14 
meters (46 f1.) long, with a cabin 
door on each side for quick debarka. 
tion. Two pilots sut side hy side in 

be coated with fiber~las,; and resin. 
For those pilots f~'rtunate enou Th 

to have hath c.t~. and nose releu"e, 
try placing a little black doth "sock" 
over the release not in use. It . eems 
Bah Kellner has used this idea for 
:) years very successfully. 

A simple method of sealing baro· 
graph. \Irhen lead seals are not avail­
able is to use scotch tape and a 1" 
by 3" piece of cheap pulp paper such 
as llell'sprint. The tape i· taped 
around the harograph such that the 
tape would be broken if the instrIl­
ment were opened. Near the end of 
Lhe (irst time around, one folds the 
tape over so that for a shorL length 
the sticky side i-out. On this you put 
the piece of pa per. Twist thE. tape, 
stickv side in again and continue on 
arou;ld until Y~lI cover over the pa-

the no;w, which wa: built up of steel 
tubing with plywood covering and 
was hinged to the right side of the 
fuselage just hehind the pilots' seats 
for the unloading of bulk caqro. 111­
sLead of traditional skin.type lanning 
gear, the A.L. 12 used conventional_ 
three-point a i l' P I a n e type with 
"Pallts" or fai.rings over the mam 
wheels to reduce drag. 

Schemp-Hirth type spoilers with 
slatted faces were fitted to hath sides 
of the wings just inboard of the ai Ie­
rons. The alide ratio was high for a 
cargo glider, 18 :1, and the sinki'lg 
speed was 1.55 melers per second (5 
feet per 'econd) at a gross weight of 
] ROO ki lograms (3800 pounds) . Max­
imnm speed was 250 kilometers per 
hour (155 mph) aud the load factor 
was 8, a remarkable figure for such 
a large machine. 

The end of th('~ war halted develop­
ment of the cargQ glider, hut it was 
converted into the prototype of a 
single.engine carao airplane by the 
.:ame firm of Aeronautica Lombarcla 
'_ .A. of Milan. 

per again with tape. The tape cannot 
be removed without spli tting the pa· 
per. The observer should sign and 
date the paper to make sure it is the 
same seal. 

Speaking of barographs, the Feh· 
ruary column was all of Tom Page's 
ideas, not ju,;t the last paragraph. 

Owners of ] -2:J's and I-26's might 
adapt an idea of Dr. Harner Selvidge 
faT c1ealling out between the heavy 
aluminum plates in the fuselage be­
fore in:erting the wing spars therein; 
a one-inch diam(>ter bottle hrush with 
a long wire handle. It's much more 
effici~nt than trying to jam cloths 
down in the narrow space with fin­
gers. ( Tote: This is an idea submit­
ted hy SOARING's editor, if he has 
time to send an idea, you should be 
able to find time also.) 
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