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PREAMBLE 
These rules, adopted by the Soar­

ing Society of America to govern the 
competition for the National Soaring 
Competition, are based on a concept 
of providing a maximum degree of 
competition consistent with reason­
able demands on the contestant in 
terms of contest expenses, crew re­
quirements, and human endurance. 
To best achieve these ends, a pre­
dominentlv task contest has been 
adopted ;ith each task to be selected 
by a Contest Committee so that a 
majority of the serious contenders 
should be able to complete the task. 
For this reason, speed in completing 
each task is emphasized in the score­
ing. All performances on each day's 
flying are normalized so that the 
best performance on each day earns 
1000 points. As far as possible with­
in these limitations, the rules reflect 
the approach use d in the rules 
adopted by the FAI for the World 
Gliding Championships. 

Although relatively standardized 
in format and concept, the rules have 
been changed each year to incorpor­
ate lessons learned in previous con­
tests and so that new ideas may be 
tested. The rules are rewritten as re­
quired each spring to keep them cur­
rent and to adapt them to the local 
area in which each contest is held. 
Suggested c han g e s or comments 
should be addressed to the Chair­
man, SSA Rules Subcommittee, P.O. 
Box 6607], Los Angeles 66, Cali­
fornia. 

CONTEST RULES 
1. ORGAI'HZATION 
].1 The 26th Annual U.S. Nation­

al Soaring Competition w i I I be 
sponsored and conducted by the El­
mira Area Soaring Corporation at 
Harris Hill, Elmira, N.Y., and sanc­
tioned by The Soaring Society of 
America, Inc., under authority dele­
gated by the National Aeronautic 
Association, and in accordance with 
the Sporting Code of the Federation 
Aeronautique Internationale (Section 
1 and Section 3, Class D). Technical 
aspects of the competition pertain­
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ing to the rules, task selection, tim­
ing and scoring will be under the 
direction of the Soaring Society of 
America. 

1.2 These rules will remain in 
force throughout the period of com­
petition and will not be changed for 
any reason. 

1.3 The competition will be open 
to U.S. citizens whether normallv 
resident at home or abroad. Reside~t 
aliens and foreign entrants will be 
welcomed and will be accorded the 
same privileges and facilities as the 
competitors, but they will not be eli­
gible to compete for the title of Na­
tional Soaring Champion or perpet­
ual awards. However. thev will be 
eligible to compete for ;ny other 
prizes they may earn by virtue of 
their placing when the final scores 
are tallied. 

1.4 Date . The period of th!:' con­
test will be from 0900 EDT Wednes­
day, July 1, to 1800 EDT Friday, 
July 10, 1959. 

1.5 Entry Fee - The entry fee shall 
be $15.00 per sailplane and will en­
title each sailplane to one free tow 
each contest dav. Additional tows 
will be paid for' at the current rate. 
There will be no entry fee for pilots. 

1.6 Contest Committee - A Contest 
Committee will be appointed before 
the start of the Competition. A pri­
mary duty of this Committee is to 
properly select the daily task. The 
Committe!:' will also be responsible 
for any interpretation of the rules 
which may be required for clarifica­
tion and for the corr!:'ction of any 
errors or omissions which may be­
come apparent during the Competi­
tion. The Committee will also moni­
tor the 'Competition to insure that the 
rules are complied with and that 
good sportsmanship prevails. The 
Committt:'e is responsible for the de­
termination of appropriate penalties, 
including disqualification, for con­
testants who do not abide by these 
precepts. 

The Chairman of the Committee 
will be the Competition Director ap­
pointed by the Soaring Society of 
America. The Assistant Chairman 

will be the Contest Manager selected 
by the Elmira Area Soaring Corpor­
ation. Up to three oth!:'r members 
will be appointed by the Chairman 
from noncompeting but, if possible, 
experienced competition pilots who 
also have a thorough understanding 
of these rules and of the F.A.I. 
rules governing awards and records. 
The Meteorologist will not normally 
be a member but will advise the Com­
mittee on the meteorological aspects 
of each day's task selection. 

2. ENTRIES 
2.1 Pilots - Any person may fly 

in the competition provided he has: 
2.1.1 A val i d FAA certificate 

showing that the pilot is qualified to 
exercise the privileges of a Private 
Glider Pilot or a Commercial Glider 
Pilot. 

2.1.2 Current full membership or 
student membership in The Soaring 
Society of America, Inc., or has a 
valid F'AI Sporting License from his 
National Aero Club in the case of 
foreign entrants. 

2.1.3 An FAI Silver C soaring 
badge or better or has placed first, 
second or third in a sanctioned re­
gional contest since January 1, 1958. 

2.~.4 Satisfied the Competition 
Director that he is in current flying 
practice and can produce a properly 
authenticated logbook as evidence. A 
flight check in an EASC two-place 
sailplane may be required if deemed 
n!:'cessary by the Contest Manager. 

2.1.5 Registered with the contest 
officials, paid the required entry fee 
and declared the sailplane to be 
flown and the types of competition 
entered. 

2,1.6 Teams of pilots or clubs 
consisting of two or more pilots fly. 
ing one sailplane may enter as a 
single competitive entry. 

2.2 Sailplanes and equipment: 
2.2.1 No sailplane will be ac­

cepted in the contest unless it posses­
ses a valid FAA Certificate of Air­
worthiness. has had the recent in­
spection required by the FAA, and 
there is no restriction that would 
prevent its legal operation in the 
locale of the contest. In addition. a 
committee appointed by the Contest 
Manager shall have the power to re­
ject any sailplane it considers un­
suited for competition. A fullv quali­
fied FAA Ins p e c tor will be a 
member of this committee. if possi. 
ble. However, the FAA representative 
present at the contest will not be ex­
pected to waive geographical and 
other operational limitations and re­
strictions on experimental aircraft. 
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