SSA NEWS

DIRECTORS’ MEETING

A bi-annual SSA Directors’ meet-
ing was held in Denver, Colorado,
on January 3lst and February Ist.
Important decisions and actions
taken are summarized below.

SOARING magazine will be pub-
lished on a monthly basis beginning
with the July, 1959, issue, for a
minimum period of 18 months. A
part time associate editor will be
hired to help with the added work
load. Because of the increased fre-
quency of SoariNG, Members’ News-
letters will be published only as
needed after No. 9 in April.

SSA By-laws were amended to re-
move the age limit for Student Mem-
bership. Qualification now reads
“enrolled full time in school or col-
lege.”

Other by-laws amendments creat-
ed two new membership classes. The
first was ‘“Honorary Members—A
person who has made a substantial
contribution to the furtherance of
the activities of the Society. Honor-
ary Members shall also have a life
tenure without payment of dues but
shall be entitled to all of the privi-
leges of a regular Member of the
Society, including the right to vote.
Honorary Members shall be selected
by a majority vote of the Board of
Directors at a regular meeting there-
of.”

The second membership class cre-
ated gives a formal definition for
SSA Chapters. “A Chapter shall be
an approved organization that has at
least seven full Members of SSA
and in which all other members hold
some grade of SSA membership.” A
definite step has thus been taken to
formally affiliate the various U. S.
soaring clubs with SSA and it should
be easier for more clubs to qualify
for Chapter status. The main bene-
fit a Chapter derives is the privilege

f insuring club-owned sailplanes
under the SSA master policies. In
audition, the Chapter receives a free

" seription to Soarivg for its li-

, or promotional purposes. The
Directors added two more benefits,
the first being a reduced sanction
fee of $10.00 for Tocal or regional
soaring contests. (The sanction fee
for other organizations was set at
$25.00). And. for Chapters that
have 100% full Members and Stu-
dent Members of SSA. an annual
rebate of $2.00 per Member will be
made to the Chapter, either on
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SSA Directors take a portrait break at Denver.
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March 1st or September lst. These
steps were taken to encourage SSA
membership growth through the
local clubs. It cannot be emphasized
too often how much a strong SSA
means to every soaring enthusiast.
Your club may now add its direct
support by becoming an SSA Chap-
ter.

(Note: Clubs may apply for Chap-
ter status in a letter from the Sec-
retary-Treasurer or President, ac-
companied by an up-to-date roster
of all club members and a check for
the SSA dues of those not already
in the Society. The roster is checked,
all new SSA memberships are pro-
cessed from it and the club is ad-
vised of the SSA status of each
member and discrepancies, if any.
When all is in order, the application
is approved and club so notified,
with copies to the SSA insurance
agent and SSA Contest Board. The
Chapter is liable for the SSA dues
of all the members on its official
roster at renewal times. The Chapter
Treasurer is notified as to which
memberships are about to lapse. In
this way individual members of
Chapters never receive renewal so-
licitations from SSA. The Chapter
treasurer should notify SSA of all
changes to the official roster as they
oceur.)

Meanwhile, back at the Directors’
meeting, platforms for four new
committees were added to the Annex
of the by-laws, These defined re-
sponsibilities for the Air Space
Committee, the Elections and Allo-
cations Committee, the Finance and
Insurance Committee and the Safety
and Flight Operations Committee.

A number of important decisions
affecting the 1958 Nationals were

made and are described elsewherc
under “Nationals Notes.”

Deadline for submission of bids
for future Nationals was moved up
to November lst of the previous
year. This should provide sponsors
with sufficient time to obtain proper
local support.

A proposal for a regional contest
elimination system to establish quali-
fications to fly in the Nationals was
discussed. Since there has been little
need to limit the number of entrants

in the Nationals, no action will be !

taken on such a plan until a real
need does exist. However, it was
voted to have SSA endorse the con-
cept of regional contests and do
everything within its power to eu-
courage sanctioned, properly con-
ducted regional contests. The top
three pilots in any such contest will
be guaranteed a right of entry in
the Nationals. Members in the var-
lous regions are urged to support
their local champions and, if pos-
sible, help send them to the Na-
tionals. Regional soaring champions
will not be recognized as such by
SSA unless the contest is sanctioned
and only sanctioned contests will
receive full publicity coverage in
SOARING.

Authorization to proceed with the
preparation and publication of the
“American Soaring Handbook” on a
chapter basis was given to the edi-
tors of the Handbook, as described
elsewhere in this issue of SOARING.

The Board decided that SSA
should become a member of the
General Aviation Council. GAC is
composed of national aviation or-
ganizations and will be the chiefl ad-
visory group for general aviation to

the new IFAA Chief, E. R. Quesada.
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