
Thi- will inaugurate a new series 
devoted to the fi~ld of model gliders 
and sailplane-. For many soaring en· 
thusiasts, full size sailplanes are not 
available or within reach, so partici­
pation in the model field is the on Iy 
means of gelting close to the thrill of 
soaring flight. Then too, many :ail­
plane pilots got their start in avia­
tion with models and would Iike 
their children to follow in lheir foot­
steps. Most of the basic principles of 
structures. aerodynamics and soar­
ing flight can b~ lea rued by build­
ing and flying model sailplanes. 

Tn the U.S., the governiug hody 
for sporting modeling is the Acad­
emv of Model Aeronautics. an affili. 
ate' of AA. Tn the same' way that 
SSA governs soaring, M 'issues 
model flyers' licenses, san tious con­
tests and an annual l\ationals and 
publishes a monthly journal, MODEL 

AVIATlo'l. which all members reo 
ceive. Tn 'addition, official rules gov· 
erninl! all categories of model air­
planes an~ published and distributed 
to members. 

Our coucern is only with the glider 
and sail plaue calegories w!eich are 
not given very complete coverage in 
general 1lI0dei magazines. The main 
types of model "liders are -epa rated 
by type of laun~h. towline or hand­
launched. There are two classes of 
towliue gliders, ~ordic A-l and 
'ordic A-2. The lalter is also an in· 

ternational class. for which ~ orld 
Championships ~re conducted bi-an­
nuallv. The nexi Championships will 
take j)lace in 1959. As details of the 
dimination schedules for U.S. team 
members become known, they will bE' 
published here and luter accounts 
will describe Ihe results. 

Hand-launched gliders are sepa­
rated into 0 u t d 0 0 I' aud indoor 
classe~. The main restri ·tion i~ on 
wing area. The pecific rules go\'­
ernin CT construction and flying of 
towline and hand·launched gliders 
will be !!iven in future issues of 
SOAflJl\'G. Also, an attempt will be 
made to li"t AMA sanctioned COli' 

tests that \\ iII feal ure ," ider events. 
The 1959 Annual .5. ',fational 

l\lodel Airplane Champiowhip will 
he held in California during July. 
All categories of model gliders in 
all three age 'group~ will he in com­
petition so all who can should at­
tend and, if possible, compete. The 
SSA has provided funds for an 
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a\ ard to the be't compelitor in 
model glider evellts at the 'alionab, 
to be determined In' WI . An S'I\ 
Student Membership will al:;o be 
part of the a\\ard. Perhaps in the 
futllre, an attempt to c'tablish a 
scale towlillc glider event will be 
made by S A to make modelcr~ more 
aware of full scale sailplanes and 
soaring activity. 

REPORT OF IMAC MEETING 
On "o\'emb(~r 29·30. ] 958. the 

F AI Intcrnationa I lodel Ai;'cral't 
Committee (1M C) met in Belgium 
to review and reorganize the Sport­
ing Code for Models, :;etlle the 
World Championship :chedule for 
]959 and determine the number of 
team members to be allowed in ea h 
competition at future Champion­
shi ps. A mail vote of a 11 memher 
nations on the latter point decided 
that team~ should be limited to three 
members eadl. This will require a 
different selection procedure for 
1959 .. teams. 

It was not possibll' to decide on 
the 1959 Worlcl Championship' be­
cause Russia had not submitted a 
formal bid after leading ever~'one to 
bel ieve tha t shc \\'ished to ho:;t the 
trio of Championships con'isting of 
\I:'akefield Hubber, FAT power and 
A-2 Towline Gliders. No other coun­
tTy present could ohlio:ate themselves 
for the respon"ibility, 0 it wa,; de­
cided to solicit all FAI member na­
tions to see if any wonld agTee to 
host the combined Champion hips. 
In case none did, Belgium offerell to 
or,yanize the A-2 Towline Glider n , 
Championship on Angust 22 - 23, 
] 959. which met with approval. 
If this is changed, details will be 
published here. 

Rule~ chauge~ affecting. -2 glid­
ers were as follows: Wire is not per­
mitted for towlines. An elastic in­
sertion in towlines is not permitted; 
the Iine in its enti rety must not be 
capahle of stretching- ill excess of 
15% of its original length. At the 
glider end of to\\ lines, there mu,;t be 
affixed a flag or pennant of at least 
39 -g. 'in. to facilitate determining 
the relea~e poiut. Heleasing or throw· 
ing towline reels during the launch· 
ing: of a glider will cause los:, of that 
f1il7ht Towline breakage itself \\'ilf 
no~ b~ cause for decla'~ing a I!lider 
fI ight an "attempt;" only if the 
flight lasts for les than 20 seconds 
win thc flight be considered an "at­
tempt" when the towline breaks. 
10dels must have national identifi­

cation marks (AMA numbers) on 
the wing of 1.2 inches height' and 

in the tail ~urfaces and fu-ela!!e of 
0.4 inches height. . 

The la:'.t item of business wa the 
elcction of T\TAC officers for 1%9. 
Tho"e elf'cted were: A.l bert Roussel 
of Belgium. Pre~ident; H, J. Meier 
of \'ermanv. Vice-Pre'ident; and 
Zdenek Hu,;i~ka of' Czech., Sec. 

JOINT SOARING AND 
MODELING ACTlVITIES 
t the Decemher meeting of 'the 

i\ational Aeronautic A's'n. in Wash­
ington extensive conversation:, were 
held hetween Panl Schweizer and 
Dr. Hamer Seh'idge, represeoting 
SS ,and Dr. Walt r Cood, Pres. of 
th Academy of Model Aeronautics, 
and I{us" Kicho],;, Gen. M!!T., con­
ceming clo"er cooperation between 
soaring ancl modeling groups. It was 
agreed that the two organization 
wonld make every effort to attempt 
varions joint venluns dnring' the 
coming ycar. SA 17roups organizinl!: 
soaring competition,;, includinl!' local 
meet', are reque"ted to get iu touch 
wi th Rnss ;\1ichols at the Academv 
of Model Aeronautics. 1025 COt~­
necticnt Avenue, 1",W.,- Washington, 
D.C. He will put you in touch wit' 
local model group' who might be 
intere,;t(:d in stagin 17 mall conte"t,::, in 
association with soarinl! meetings. 

It is al~o planned that modelinl! 
groups will contact local soaring­
cluhs to arrange for :;oarillg demon­
strations at the time of various modcl 
meets. Mo lelers represent a largc 
reservoir of air minded vouth which 
we should give every op'portunity to 
become acqnaillted with soariug ac­
tivitie~. I"nrthermorl', the added ,:iper­
tators attractcd to joint model and 
soariug meets cannot hel p hut sti I' 

up more interest in both. Try it! 
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