
XA y 
by R. TERRY WHITE 

When a seven-day regional soar· 
ing contest \\-ith a four-day "Gypsy 
Tour" to points in \Vest Texas wa­
proposed to the membership of 
Texas Soarin CT Asso 'iation, the idea 
sounded like a good Of1(~. 

Planning began in the early sum· 
mer for the 1958 Texas and South­
western Soaring Contest set for Au­
gust 25 to 31. 

Earlv indications were that there 
would he anywhere from si_" to eight 
sailplanes entered, but when the 
starting day arrived, ollly three con­
testants were on hand for the trek 
airward to West Texas- Pat Mnlloy, 
1-23; Al Backstrom, Pratt-Read, and 
Terr ,(,hite, Minimoa. 

Those not entering gave their rea­

sons variously as "no open days 
scheduled," or "no cash prizes of· 
fered." Evidently, a new generation 
of. professional soaring pilots has 
ansen. 

A few pilot;; elected to go it alone 
and optimistically, in vie\ of the 
poor-hy-Texas·standards soaring sea­
son, declared that they were going 
Diamond digging since no cash was 
offered, while others made the Gypsy 
Tour. None of them made 310 miles, 
and usnally stumbled over the Hed 
T{iver and hit the ground with a dnll 
thud in Oklahoma. 

Meanwhile. back at the conte t the 
first day's t~sk was a timed flight 
98 miles west from Grand Prairie 
to Ranger. 

Conditions were rather puny and 
no cumulus formed during the day. 
Terrv White and :VTinimoa made th 
goaI'in 3:22 for 1000 points. Mullo 
landed near Strawn, ] 5 miles short 
of the goal, and Backstrom landed at 
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Weatherford airport, about the half­
way mark. 

The second day's task was a 101 
mile goal flight 'west to Sweetwater 
from Ranger. A stiff southwesterly 
wind and nothing b tter than z ro 
sink in several starts for the Mini­
moa and the Pratt-Read made it 
seem more practical to go the land 
route. 

The Prall-Read was aero· towed to 
Sweetwater while Mulloy and '\ihite 
trailered to the goal. " 

That night, everyone elected to 
stay at a motel in Sweetwater which 
had a swimming pool. Leaving the 
pool long enough to eat, the glider. 
guider-- chomped down on the best 
buy in steab east of the Pecos ­

15 oz. fi let with all trimmings, $2. 
Aiming their sailplanes east the 

next mornilJIY, and with the south· 
west wind at th ir backs. the con· 
testants took off for the' return to 
Ranger. 

[ulloy got away on the first 
launch. as did Backstrom. On the 
third I~unch, White manageo to get 
away from the airport and lauded 
ten 'miles out on Highway 80, just 
bt~yond the Sweetwater city limits. 

Backstrom landed just short of 
Abilene. 30 miles out of Sweetwater. 
and the man from Mi:sissippi rod~ 
his red-and-white 1-23 all the way 
back to Banger for the 1000 points. 

Mulloy again wa the only one to 
make the last leg of the tour, Ranger 
to Grand Prairie. Backstrom landed 
east of Weatherford, 58 miles out, 
and White made a fenc .skimming, 
rlownwind landiug on Weatherford 
airport. 

The first day back at home base 

was the old reliahle 78 mile triangle, 
Grand Prairie-Russell Field-Waxaha­
chie-Grand Prairie. Once more, the 
Mississippi Flash showed the young­
--ters how it was done by drivino­
around the course. Backstr~m landed 
G\-e miles out and was aero-retrieved. 
'Vhite, on two starts, never got away 
from the field. 

The next day was _olid overcast. 
Everyone sat around staring at the 
sky and bull ing, hut never got off 
the ground. No one ever le-arned 
whether or not there were 1500 fpm 
therma Is under the overcast. 

On the last rlay, Mnlloy packed up 
his sail plane and :.:\(;50 points in 
preparation for heading home and 
did not fly. 

Task for the day was again thc 
78 mill" triangle. 

Snuffv Smith of Tulsa arrived for 
the Lab~r Day weekend with his L·K 
and took part in the contest. He was 
the only une to complete the triangle. 

Backstrom made the first turn­
point and landed at Brittain, 20 
miles. White fell short of the first 
turn poiut and landed at Kennedale, 
II mi les out. 

White, in second place up to the 
last day, fell behind Backstrom by 
15 points in the tally. Mulloy had 
a tutal of 3850, Backstrom 2000, 
White 1985 and Smith ](l00. 

t an awards dinner in the Car­
S(:y'5 spacious haek yart!, Mulloy 
was named Southwestern Champion 
and received the Silvaire Trophy to 
carry back to Mississippi and polish 
for a year. 

The title of Texas champion went 
to I Backstrom who received the 
Stratoflex Trophy. 

A total of 21 peopl!:: made the 
Gypsy Tour portion of the contest 
by land and by ail-. Marion Griffith 
virtually hecame a fitting of the 
Waco towplane, and was relieved on 
the last rlay by Pete Peterson. 

Crewing for Pat Mulloy were 
Helen Mullov and the four Mullov 
youngsters. Charles A -hworth and 
Richard Carter erewed for Al Back­
strom, (each alternating as passen­
ger) and 0 a t s Schwarzenberger 
crewed for the Minimoa. 

Handling the statistics, timing and 
beer were Wally and June Wiberg. 
Wally acted as contest director as 
well as iniLiallywriting the rules. 

When the last wing was loaded, it 
was agreed that although the group 
partici pating: in the contest was 
small, they all had great fun making 
like gypsies across West Texas. The 
go·it-aloners don't know what they 
missed. 
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Gypsies at Ranger, Texas; Mulloy's Schweizer 1-23, the gull-winged Minimoa 
and the Pratt-Read_ 




