
Finally we come to the tapering 
off proce:s~. Tlie cable is coming in NEWS FROM RUSSIAat its maximum speed just after take­
off. 'Vhen the pi lot ca 'es hack on the 
stick. this automatically brings the 
clrtlm speed down, and the driver 
opens up in order to develop the cor­
rect tension for the c1imh. The taper­
ing off process should start a little 
before the angle of the cable to the 
horizontal at the glider reaches 30°. 
and is neccssary in order to avoid 
excessive speed ;nd, more important­
ly. excessive winO' load~. As the Sllip 
approaches L1w top of the launch the 
wire is probahly coming in at a 
speed not more than a quarter of the 
ship's ground speed as shown in 
Figure 'L 

Cross Wind Take-Off Technique 
Naturally we prefer to launch up 

wind but frequently we have to tol­
erall' a considerable transverse com· 
ponent in the wind direction. It is 
usual to crab in these circumstances 
altholl"h some pilots allow them. 
selves to drift: do\\nwind . a disrep­
utahle and sloppy practice. The bet­
ter pilots keep straight. A little bank 
as well as yaw angle i essential. The 
reason for the bank is simple enough. 
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The 1958 Russian soaring team with Dick Johnson (in centerl at Leszno, Poland. Victor
 
Goncharenko is on the left holding a camera, CCCP is Russian for USSR.
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Suppose \v' use no bank. Thcll the 
cable leads away at an angle approxi­
matelv equal to the yaw angle (see 
Figure 5). The horizontal COmpl)llenl" 
of the cable tension thus ha' a C0111· 

ponent at right angles to the axis of 
." the shi p and th is ca uses the shi p to 

slip downwind. Since the ship is slip. 
ping downwind we increase the yaw 
angle in all attempt to keep going 

DECEMBER ... 1959 

Soaling pilot Victor Goncharenko, 
baritone singer with the Opera Com· 
pany of Kiev, Russia, has published 
a new book on soaring l'ntitled "Fly­
ing in Sailplanes." It is published 
in Russian, and discus.-es in detail 
with illus.trations, all forms of cross­
country s 0 a l' in g techniques and 
methods of thermal bracketing. 

Victor was the outstanding pilot on 
the Russian team at the 1958 World 
Soaring Championships' at Leszno, 
Poland. He will not be on the Rus­
sian team in 1960 at the Internation­

straight for the winch and this mere­
ly aggravates the slip. Another fac­
tor which aggravates the slip is the 
effel:l of the wind on the cable itself, 
causing it to curve away downwind. 
;\low no ship is flying efficiently if 
it is slipping. The solution is simple 
- one hank!; a little into the wind. 
The buhhle (ball·bank instrument) 
is naturally useless in the-se circum­
stances and one needs a thread in the 
airstr am to learn the appropriate 
<In!!le of hank. The effect becomes 
les's cr the launch progresses. (It is 
ohvious that thNe woulo he no ap­
preeiablB tran'verse component if 
the ship weI' e directly over the 
winch.) Therefore, the angle of hank 
should he decreased ao; the launch 
progr ,.sses. 

Why All This Straining 
After Perfection? 

Tn Ilwrmal soaring. every pxtra 
foot ,t' altitude gained on a winch 
launch means a better chance to get 
away and the last ] 00 feet is what 
cou~ts. A thermal which provides 
only zero ink at 900 feet is useks 
at gOO feet. This same thermal at 
1000 feet will almost certainlv be 
workable and, therefore, iuvalu'able. 

als in West Germany inasmuch as he 
had bad luck in the eliminations in 
1959, braking off a wing of an A·11 
sailplane "hile landing in a field of 
millet. 

On August 28th, he made an at­
tempt to pstablish a new world rec­
ord, two-place, to a goal. Flying a 
two-rlace sailplane "Blanik," he took 
off at noon and after six hours flight 
had covered ,)15 miles - 24 miles 
short of his goal. This flight elid es· 
tahlish a new two-place distance rec­
ord for the Ukraine. 

3 NEW SSA CHAPTERS 
Since mention in the last issue of 

SOARING that the Central Texas Glider 
Council had become the] 7th cluh to 
become an SSA Chapter, three more 
have applied for and be(~n granteo 
Chapter status, bringing the toLal to 
20. 

The fi rst wa~ the Tarheel Soari ng 
Club in the Durham, Ye., area. The\' 
have nine memhers and have acquired 
a Schweizer Te·?'A sailplane. Details 
of their organization were given in 
last month's "Club Ne\ s" ~f'ction. 

cxt came the application of the 
St. Louis ,'oarino- Assn .. Inc. Mem­
bership numbers 16 who' jointly own 
a Cinema sailplane in the name of 
the club. A number of the members 
own sailplanes of their own, all of 
which have heen fl own reo-ulady at 
Lobmaster Sky Ranch. The October 
"Club News" section gave a good run 
down on their activity. 

The Soaring Society of Boulder 
(Colo.), Inc., is the most recent cl ub 
to become an SSA Chapter. Spear­
headed hy Dick Ball and Gale Abels, 
their memh ,rship has gTown to 13 
with the acquisition of a Schweizer 
2-22. 
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