
TWEEDIE I T R STING GLIDE S
 
by ERNIE SHATTUCK 

The Associated Glider Clubs of 
Southern California, San Diego, has 
done it again. The place was Torrey 
Pines Gliderport; time was 5 :00 
P.M. Thursday, September 18, 1958. 

After nine months in the Torrey 
Pines training program and with 135 
flight and 13 hours of dual instruc­
tion, a dream came true for a son 
and his father. Keith Allen, a native 
of London, England, who has been 
in the United States for two years, 
soloed a Schweizer TG-2 from winch 
tow at precisely the minute of his 
fourteenth birthday. 

Keith, who is onl y five feet tall 
and weighs only 85 pounds, had 
been waiting for this moment for 
sC'veral months. He completC'd his 
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training program with flying colors, 
but could not legally soJo until he 
was 14. For the past five months he 
has been taking his turn, with the 
other students, improving his skill as 
a sailplane pilot. The only differ­
ence with Tweedie was that he had 
to carry out 70 pounds of ballast 
and put it in the front seat. This 
brought his weight up to CG limits 
and a Iso provided the necessa ry 
height for him to see over the nose 
of the sailplane. 

John Swinson was on hand to give 
Keith his final instructions. After 
several dual flights, John climbed 
out of the rear pit; fastened the 
shoulder harness and safety belt; se­
cured the rear hatch an'd walked 
around to the front cockpit. With a 
few words of caution, John signed 
his name to the student permit and 
returned it to Keith. Several minutes 
passed and up came the winch cable. 
\Vatches wert' checked for the exact 
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by PETER M. BOIVI-:I{S 

The German Daimler I.-IS of 1919 
is of interest because it was both a 
glider and a powered airplane a.nd 
because it was the direct link he­
tween the last of a line of German 
World War I fighter planes, the 
Daimler L-ll monoplane, and the 
long and famous line of German 
Klemm light planes. 

During the wartime testing of the 
fighter, Dr. H. Klemm, an engineer 
with the Daimler firm, discovered 
that the L-ll could be kept in the 
air as a glider under certain condi. 
tions. \'I'hen the armistice put a stop 
to most airplane construction in Ger· 
many, he designed the light L-IS as 
a glider for further study of the 
subject. 

In general appearance, the L-15 
was an extremely clean looking can· 
tilever monoplane of all wood COil' 

struction. While most of the con· 
temporary German gliders appeared 
to be picking up where the preViaI' 
models had left off. the L-15 clearly 
showed its airplan~ ancestry. Eve~ 
the landing gear was of two-wheel 
airplane type with the notable ex­
ception that the wheels were solid 

minute; the cable was installed in 
the tow hook; the wing was raised; 
and, as the exact minute arrived, the 
flag was dropped and Tweedie was 
off on his first solo-just barely 14 
years old. 

As the cable fell awav from the 
tow hook at .100 feet. K;ith's father 
said, "That's a boy'" Mr. Allen had 
also been waiting for this big mo­
ment and he was more excited than 
a footba 11 coach who is about to win 
a game. Such coaching I have never 
seen. Even though Keith couldn't 
hear him. he was making those turns 
almost to the words as hi~ father 
coached him. Th(' approach was set 

wood I n the rubber-short Germany 
of 1919, The only unconventional 
feature of the design was the use of 
floating wingtips in place of the 
usual ailerons. The pilot sat ahead 
of the two-spar wing in order to keep 
the weight forward. 

The L-15 was damaged during tests 
in 19] 9 and was stored for a few 
years. It was rebuilt in 1922, and 
flown again as a glider before be­
ing fitted with a second-hand Harley­
Davidson motorcycle engine and 
flown as a powerplane in November. 
1923, with the pilot moved aft to a 
position between the wing spars. 
Still later, a second cockpit was 
added and the ship became a two­
seater. In this form, the L-15 served 
as the prototype of the Daimler L-20, 
which was put into production, and 
the later Klemm models that con­
tinued the series when Dr. Klemm 
formed a new company in 1927 to 
succeed the original firm that had 
closed down. Klemm trainers that 
could be traced directlv to the L-15 
of 1919 w re in quantity production 
as primary trainers for the German 
Luftwaffe well into World War II. 

up, the final turn, spoilers and, just 
Iike a veteran, the touch down was 
made. Ro II out \vas right up to where 
we were all waitin~ with the bi~ 

bucket of water. The wet clothes did 
not bother him one bit and with one 
more solo he clo ed the operation 
with newsmen. camera men from the 
local TV station and other Club 
members standing by. And so one 
more youth took to the air. We feel 
sure that some day he will be a great 
soaring pilot. 

P.S. Tweedie asked his father what 
he \I'as ~oing to do after he ,.;oloed. 
Mr. Allen calmly stated, "Get your 
Diamond c." 
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