
The club is lIOW flying out of 
Parks Metropolitan Airport in East 
St. Louis, Illinois, but the future of 
this airport is very uncertain due 
to the financial tax burden on lar~e 
privately owned airports. Parks is 
located next to a larrre industrial 
area. Our "huil t·in the\'mal"i'i the 
power plant that supplies the St. 
Louis area with power. This plant 
is within gliding distance of the air­
port. The plant's p-enprators are run 
by coal-fired boilers and it doesn't 
take a mechanical engineer to figure 
out how much eneqry goes up those 
six smoke stacb. 

The SLSA is the Schweizer rep· 
resentative for this area. This dealer­
shi p has done much to encourage 
soaring in this area. The Club has 
found that people are interested in 
soaring but, like most Missourians, 
they have to be ·hown. nder our 
dealer hip aOTeements, Schweizer 
sends us all the names of the people 
in this area who have inquired about 
soaring or gliders. e in turn con­
tact these people and invite them 
personally to attend one of our fly­
ing sessions. We have reached many 
people who would have normally 
been lost in this manner. 

The future of SLSA looks very 
good. By th e end of May there 
should be four sailplanes in the air 
over St. Louis, with the pos"-.ibility 
of a fifth. We have .lust purchased 
a 105 h.p. cub for a tow plane. A 
CAP wing received bids for this tow 
plane and SLSA was high bidder 
by SO.75. 

The motto of our club has been. 
"Safe flying is a contagious disease: 
so let's start an epidemic." and \I-e 
think that every club sho'uld adopt 
this policY because a large part of 
a new :rlider's pilot education is ob­
tained by watching and listening. 

The Edmonton Soaring Club's BG-6 "Bug Six", orange and white with blue trim. 

The SLSA Cinema B 
and their 175 HP 
PT - 19 towplane. 
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WETASKIWIN SOARING MEET
 
by emus B. FALCOJ\'.\R 

Ken Collins of the Cu ~im Glid. 
ing Club of Red Deer captured top 
ooints in the 1st Wetaskiwin Soaring 
Meet, May 17, 18 and 19th. Spon­
sored by the Edmonton Soaring Club, 
the contest was held 40 miles south 
of Edmonton, Alberta, (Canada's Oil 
Capital) at the Hemsworth Airfield. 

Taking second place prize money 
was E.S.C.'s president, Ed. Cymbal; 
third wa. Bob Mackenzie; fourth, 
Ken Lewando'wski and fifth, Chris 
Falconar. 

Contest tasks were for height, dur­
ation and spot landings. Highest al­
ti tude attained was Ken CoHins' 
(6000 feet above ground) fl ight in 
E..C.'s BG-6 with the barograph 
off! Other heights were in the :1000 
to 5500 ft. rangp. 1\0 cross-country 
trips were attempted as all gliders 
were club owned. f.rlmonton Soaring 
Club supplied a TC-2 and BG-6 'wllile 
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Red Deer brought their Kirby Cadet 
and Tiger .Moth tow plane. 

High \I inds marred the meet re­
sulting in only a few flights on Sat­
urday. Flying had to be cancelled 
on Monday, the day a delegation ar· 
rived from the Calgary club for a 
brief visit. 

The three sailplanes loggpd over 
12 hours in 28 flights on Sunday. 
Ed Cymbal and Ken Lewandowski 
qualified for "c" certificates. Fif­
teen pilots attended the meet. 

John Pomietlarz, Silver C, took 
students and passengers for soaring 
flights in the TG.2 which made man ­
excellent thermal climbs. 

Thanks are due to the efforts uf 
Calder MacKay of Red Deer, Bob 
Mackenzie of Edmonton and other~, 
including the wives, for organizing 
and timekeeping. All in all, Sunday's 
activity made Uf1 for the lack of it 
on Saturday and Monday. 
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