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The annual Torrev Pines Meet 
took place near Sau D'i "0 on Febru­
ary 22nd and 2:-\rd of this year. This 
is a winter event that western pilots 
look forward to evcry year. Winner 
for the third time was Paul Bikle, 
flying his Schweizer 1-23E. A com­
piete 'story of the meet will be fea­
tureu in the next issue of So \RlNG. 

We were disa ppointed to learn 
that the proposed soaring contest at 
Arvin on the Memorial Day weekend 
has heen postponed becau~e of legal 
problems. This was a traditional 
westl'rn soari ng site before the sec­
ond World War. The Kern County 
Soaring Society is hoping to revive 
soaring in the Arvin locale. 

M. RYAN 

the BG-5 was taken at the Sepulveda 
Flood Control Basin about ] 937. 
Some of the other people in the pic­
ture are Harold Huber and Howard 
Morrison. 

The West can boast of another 
training operation already proven 
highly successful, being carried on 
by the Associakd Glider Clubs of 
Southern Califomia at their Torrey 
Pines facility near San Diego (see 
article in this issue). It is hoped 
that their fine operation will inspire 
other cl ubs throughout the country 
to begin or enlarge upon their own 
training activities. 

Soaring as a hobby IS ideal for 
youngsters - they need to learn the 

Les Clanton of SCSA is handling 
much of the red tape of securing a 
training site which will be close to 
Los Angeles. We of Southern Cali­
fornia can boast some of the best 
soaring in the nited States within 
a two 'hour drive, but we are lacking 
in a training site close to town. Good 
soaring is not being sought by these 
students, but rather a site for winch 
training where the fundamentals can 
be learned. 

Dr. Harner Selvidge and his 1-26 
have made several auto tows at the 
Sepulveda Flood Control Basin in 
San Fernando Vallev just a few miles 
from downtown Los Angeles. The 
proposed site is very near a large 
airport but the preliminary flights 
proved there would be no interfer­
ence problem. Les is well on his way 
in negotiations with the City of Los 
Angeles in the hope of having a stri p 
of land set aside specifically for the 
use of glider training. 

Just to prove there is reall y nothing 
new under the sun - not even in the 
West - the accompanying photograph 
of Gus Briegleb about to take-off in 
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real feeling of flyiug early in life 
to prepare them for t his air age we 
live in. Soaring can teach them the 
spirit of comr~deship and coopera­
tion that is so essen tial to any glider 
operation; and. in this day of movies 
and TV, soaring gets them outside 
into the fresh air again. The San 
Diego Group has many youngsters 
training with them, among them 
Roger W'illiams (son of John Wil­
liams) who made his first solo re­
cently at the age of 14. 

Les Arnold of the Northern Cali­
fornia Soaring Association has made 
the interesting suggestion that there 
be a contest open only to juniors up 
to the age of 21 ... :\fCSA may 
sponsor such a m~.et this Spring. 
~\'CSA and the Southern California 
Soaring A:sociation, as well as the 
San Dif'go Group. can boast of many 
junior pilots. In I\forthern California 
there are LaVerna and Larry Perl, 
Jcan Arnold, Jerry Nebon, Tony Lil­
lak. and Tom Green. Southern Cali­
for~ia can claim Hugh Bikle and 
Kenny Briegleb both of whom earned 
their Silver C's on th(' Silme day at 

the age of I S. Hugh took his private 
glider flight test on his 16th birth­
day and passed. Kenny has a few 
more weeks to wait yet until he is 
16. (lncidentallv. there is a rumor 
around that H~gh outclimbed his 
famous fathpr, Paul Bikle, in a t11l'r­
mal - both flying TG-3's.) Of course 
there is al ways Ross Briegleb who, 
at the age of 19, has a Gold C with 
oue Diamond, but most people think 
of him as an old timer by now. 

California was determined to have 
the Nationals this year. We even put 
in two bids: NCSA ~ponsoring Bishop 
and SCSA hacking El Mirage. The 
only dark cloud on the horizon is that 
our best pilots will be competing in 
the Int(,rnational~: Paul Bikle, Lyle 
Maxey and Stan Smith (a new West­
erner). Bu,tt we still haYe many excel­
lent pilots left and we look forward 
to seeing you Easterners (and Tex­
ans) out here. The Soaring Society 
of America made the choice of site 
for us - Bishop. It should be an in­
teresting contest - one that will really 
divide the men from the boys. 

The Arizona Soaring Association 
is now flying at Turf Paradise three 
miles north of Paradise Airport in 
Phoenix ... Facilities there seem 
to be very good with a motel and 
re~taurant right across the road. 

The Seattle Glider Council at a 
year end dinner made several awards 
for flying, non-flying. and "other" 
activities during 1957. Dean Reyn­
olds won the Boeing altitude award 
for a flight above 19,000 feet; Bob 
Fisher was pre~ented with the Arnold 
Carson Memorial Distance Award for 
an out and hack flight of 200 miles; 
and the Fred Simpson Trophy \ as 
given to Bob MooJ"e for the best 
flight over Labor Day at Wenatchee. 
Non- flying award~ were the Pacific 
Northwest Aircraft Safety Award to 
Joe Robertson for his work as Chair­
man of the SSA Safety Committee, 
and the Youth Achievement Award 
to Charles Johnson, an air Scout 
Squadron leader. "Other" awards in­
cluded the Dumbbell to Al Gregg for 
pulling the release instead of spoilers 
on an attempted spot landing during 
a flight test; the Intergranular Cor­
rosion Trophy to Bob Joppa for cer­
tain remarks about L-K's and I-21's; 
Clolldbu,;ter Certificates (landing off 
the airport on local flights) to Paul 
Palimer. Wilson Ribeiro. and Don 
Adams;· and Certificates of Knights 
of the Open Fiel d (landing off air­
ports on cross country fli~ht~) to 
Arlen Moore. Ken Deckmc,.l. Ray 
Deckman. Joe Carter, and Ed Mc­
Clanahan. 
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