
future. 'l'he San Diego o-roup is fly. 
ing at Skylark Airport, near Elsi· 
nore, and regularly at Torrey Pines. 
They have their own tow plane and 
winch. This glider club has initiated 
a training program for its members 
that is working remarkably well. A 
report on their methods will appear 
in the near future. 

Nalues in the western news this 
month: The position of SSA Gover­
nor for Southern California has Iwen 
filled by Bob Smith of Los Angeles. 
Bob is the owner of a TG-3 and has 
been active in soaring since 1928. 
He ha~ held many offices in the 
Southern California Soaring Associa· 
tion aud has been e I e c ted for 
President in 1958. We read in are· 
cent issue of the magazine AVIATION 
\'\lEEK that Bill Ivan's has become a 
c1irector of Exact En<YineerinO' &t:'; n 
Manufacturing, Inc., Oceanside, Cali­
fornia. BiJl's main occupation is as 
Vice President in r:harge of engineer· 
ing' for Kintel, a division or Cohu 

Electronir:s, Inc. Jan Woods, a Cali· 
fornian school teacher who recently 
flew her Cessna 170 around the 
world, is becoming interested in soar· 
ing. For you \, ho haven't already 
heard of the globe circling flight, 
Jan flew her Ce '::;na from California 
to J\.ew York, had it shipped to 
Europe, flew all aroulld Europe 
(stopping long enough in Denmark 
for her first glider ride), flew on 
down to Italy, over to Saudi Arabia, 
on to India (where she had her 
second glider flight) and finally to 
Singapore where she had her Cessna 
shipped back to California. Her third 
glider ride was as El i\'Iirage just a 
few weeks ago. 
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Winter has come to the West with 
snow on the mountains and cold 
winds blowing o\'er the de~ert. Many 
of the flights are tip and down mini. 
mum duration but the intrepid glider 
pillots still fly all day and tlren gather 
in the evening at the various western 
soaring sites. One such i EJ Mirage 
where on the cold winter nights Gus 
Briegleb leads a quartet composed of 
a guitar, a ukelele, a recorder, and 
Gus him,elf on the gut bucket - a 
medieval instrument constructed of 
an inverted wash tub with cat gut 
stretched from the center up a wood· 
en handle with adjustahle tension. 
Such activiti'es give an unforgettable 
warmth to the cold eVPllings and pro· 
vide a comradeship that glider pilots 
know better than any other flyer. 

But not all the winter flying con· 
sists of just "slide"." The winds 
across the mountains often provide 
the waves that allow a pilot to gain 
height limited only by his eqnipment. 
Storms. unknown to summer Califor· 
nia weather, give the pilots an oppor. 
tunity to try their skill at frontal 
soarin!!, In many ways winter flying 
in the West provides more of a thrill 
for gli del' pilots because it is more of' 
a challenge, 

The main soaring 'event of the 
western winter is the annual Torrev 
Pinp:; meet held near San Diego i~ 
February. Every year the possihility 
of having this contest becomes more 
doubtfnl becausp the spreading of the 
(ity of San Diego threatens to en· 
gulf the Torrey Pines site. But the 
pilots look forward to thi· meet as 
one providing a great deal of enj oy· 
ment for pi) ots and crews. 

Southern C a I i for n ian shave 
adopted a pleasant practice that is es· 
ppcially welcome during the slower 
winter season. Once a month, usually 
on the last Friday, they meet at the 
home of an enthusiast in their neigh. 
horhood and hanger soar. One extra 
enjoyable get-togeth('r was at Don 
Roberts' home where Hawley Bowlus 
entertained the guests with movies 
and stories of h'is gliding activities 
some years back. 

Other gl ider pilots use the long 
wint I' evenings for con,;truction or 
remodeling of their ships for next 
season. In tlIe San Fernando Valley, 
near Los Angeles, there are anum· 
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her of pilots constructing Cherokee 
II's from the plans sold b~T Stan Hall. 
The ship in the accompanying picture 
is the result of ei<Yht months of spare 
time work by Ralph Thenhall~ and 
his son. They expect to fly it around 
Christmas time. Laddie Klindera has 
his fusdage well along. He started 
the work in June, 1957, and expects 
to fly it by next June. These people 
will each have about $500 invested 
in their completed ships. Laddie reo 
ports that the plan" are not at all 
difficult to fol'low. Th c LOols he has 
used so far have been hand tools 
wilh the exception of a borrowed 
drill press and power saw. Thi" kind 
of spirit and "working·togeLherne~s" 

will make the sport of soaring grow. 

Speaking of building glid 'rs from 
pI a11", there is 'ome good news for 
fans of Brieg+eb sailplanes. The BG. 
J2A is available only in kit or fin· 
ished form but now the Briegleb Air· 
craft Company is offering for sale 
once more plans fOl' the BG·G (a 
single'rlace utility) and the BG·7 (a 
single'place intermediat'e sailplane). 
The BC-6 has a type certificate and 
\- as the only production single·place 
used. during World War 11 by the 
Army Air Corps. 

The Elsinore soarin;r site in South· 
ern California is temporarily iliaC. 
tive. The operator ha" sold his tow 
plane and has no immediate pros· 
peets of obtaining another in the near 
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