
were on the line. The T ..- was tied 
down 011 the apron, minus a wing. 
'·What hal' pened?" It lwd hlown off 
th' Lri;liler aud gOl broken on theBEG
 ER'S LUCK
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It all began quitt; inllOcently. One 
dav in Ju1 - 1955 r lauded DIy Piper 
Pa~'er at Tbundnhird Fil~ld.. forth of 
S ,oLtsdale, aud thnt' was' a glider 
working on auto Low . .lL had appearecl 
in the hangar a few weeks hdore a11(1 
sLirred ll'P an old curiosity abouL 
,-oarini!' which had lirst been arousl>d 
t went ,; veal''; ago in an a rticle by 
l{icha'rd'du Por;l. lothing pl"(~ssini. 
I Lhou/!hL I knl'w Lht:' sky a-lillie after 
(>i/!ht hundred hours of POWl'!' limr­
during tb l, lasL seven \'l~ars. 

fLt'r 11 onl" minute fli~.dll Lhe didt'r 
landed and I nll't I on 13anwrlL For 
Lhose who do noL know him, you 
milIht desnihe his appearance a" a 
noss between }fahatma Gbandi and 
an FLA.F. Squadron Commandt·!'. 
v[ost of his cOll\-ersation is abouL 
soarin/! and hI" can t'xpres::; somethilll! 
of tllP poetry aucl humor of f1ii!'ht as 
well as its technical parI. He has a 
\\olldt>rful bass \'oice; hi" t'uthu::iia;;rn 
is unlimill'd alld be has the ;;oarini!' 
pilot's lkathll'ss l'onvil'lion Lhal ou L11t' 
next flight 1[(' will l'ncounll'r lift 
which is "Leu mett'rs up, t·very,\hl>rt~'" 

r had wondered for ,'t'ars whv Lhis 
sport was not popular' in Arizo;HI. It 
look a Bt'rnard Lo gd it ::;LarLed. Therl' 
is not a bellr'r insL;:uf'lOr iu the UuiLed 
Slates. Having Lwo connniLments aL the 
linl(' which It:[t 110 room for sportin/! 
aci\'iLy, 1 madl' arraugnnents to fly 
w soon as 1 could. On 19 February, 
1956. I went out to Falcon Fit"irl 
whert" tht' group had mon,d. 

f f T had to pir'k out one exppripnct-· 
in my life which ,,'as more disap­
pointi'ng than all others it \\ould hp 
that first soaring flight. Wt> released 
at 2,000 and quickly soared to eloud 
haSI~ at 5.100. then Oe\\ to .\'lesa and 
back with D~n shontin;!' instrucLio!l::; 
from the back seat and sa ino- over 
and 0\'1"1': "This j" a ter~ifi(, dav, 
v'know what I mean." from t1;t' 
~roul1d, soaring looked effortless and 
!lraceful-it was not. Repealedly .L 
had heard it compared to sailing, but 
I found no similariLy. My stomach 
was imper"ious to fairly eVf'rt~ tur­
Iltd,'nce hnt seenIPd to disapprove Lhl" 
continnal circling. Fe I' seventeen 
vears 1 hell] I)('pn Lol I how qu£et it 
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\\as: Don\ LK sound:; rather like a 
peal~ut vendor'::; {'onvention in a hlaek, 
smith shop.• raybe thert' \\as nothing 
in Lh is game after all? J could not 
believr, it. A few week-' later T wenl 
back for my lll'Xt lesson. 

I:krol't~ I got sLarled Lh e rizonil 
om'in/! ",so~iatiqll had I>('(-'n fornll'd. 

Tlll~ firsL nlf'eLing: I aLtpndt··d fouud 
llll' choin' of a ua'me under cousidera­
tion. 1\'qt beiug a m(>rnlH-'!'. I had no 
\ oiCt' in till' rliscucsion, hut sinr'e Lhel'(' 

trailing edge. Tht· pilot who had 
planned to II, it was now busy in the 
pod f the Rain' installing a y-uri­
oll1t'ler-. He asked mv perm i",sion to 
II\' and with Don's recommendation 
I-said ('s. In the U Wi> took 0('[ on 
a shorl dual rid(' ~ind landr'd just in 
liml' to set' the Bahy getting into the 
air . .Its flight was a short OIH'. After 
lIli~sing- lwo thermals the pilot goL 
well dowIlwind of the field and pulkd 
spoi leI'S ror LIlt' approach. The Bab' 
c10es IloL go very fa 't ('v('n wiLh a tail 
wind and this ('ondition is materially 
aggravatt,d b,- a sLrong head wind. 
l-f~:-- kl il sink \\ithouL. ('Vt']I lowerin/! 
tIll' nose Lo gain 5IW(·d. ~onwbody 

marie a nervou::; joke about having 
to pull him OIlL. 'of thE' \\<ILcrmeloll 
paLr·h. The sailplane did not turn into 

Mid.Continent Photo 

Miss Tony Page awards the TAIL END TONY trophy to Joseph C. Lincoln at the awards ban­
quet after the 23rd National Soaring Contest at Grand Prairie, Texas, Note the expressions 

on the faces 01 the onlookers, 

was <dread the oaring ociety of 
America llh ught ARIZOl\ '0 H­
I ' , SOCIETY would h nicf'. The 
name" ociety" is a hit more eleganl 
than "Association," and it w~III(] 
have gi"en ns a dramatic sel of ini­
tials. but some of the membeTS thou~ht 

it \\;U" a little too pt"rsonal, and one 
or two Repuhlican,,- fearetl th p un­
savory political connotation. I joined 
the A . Then late in March on 
ma II' a trip Lo Lo. Angell'''' and re­
turned with a Bowlus Albatros' which 
[ boug-ht. 

Wedn sday. 4, priL my telephon.· 
rang. A fe\\: of thp hoy" are goin/! 
out Loday. can YOU mak· if? It's a 
\\orkrlav: Oh \ elL rnayb· for an hOllr 
or so. \\fhen I arri\'ed in earlv aiter­
1100n ll1f' LK. Pral·Reud. an;] Raby 

the cultivatl·d field. it did not increase 
speed; it came Ol~ intt~rmillably and 
at. last hit <I widt> ditch with a splinter­
in)! crach thaL left one of the wings 
hroken forward al a 45 degree an!!;lp. 
It. \Va. a brutal thing to :ee. AU of 
a . udden we realizerl the pilot might 
he hnrt and ran over to have a look, 
There was SOI1W blood ",pattered about 
thl' cockpit and we made read to 
take !lim Lo the hospital,buL the dam­
aile was only [I minor ('ut on the fore, 
head and a severe h adache. An :<,­

pensi" les,.;on: if you loan your ~ail, 

plane b prepal'l>d to lose it. 

Thre' o'clock, and two sailplanes 
hroken since 110011. T \\as ~il'k with 
disgusL and ,.;udclPllly rernembel'l,d 

((;o/ltinucd Of! iVcxt J>agc) 
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