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Do you have a surplus lypl" ~ail­

plane .-uch as a TG·:~, LJI" or P-R, 
whidl you an~ H'(Hly Lo re('uver? 

Ll't us look at a fell meLhods of 
finishing your "ailplane [0 obLain a 
fine hin'h qualit)' slirlal' with a view 
Lo "aving Lim', mouey and unneee~­

:;ary hard lIork. The folloll'in)! i- 011t' 

of Ihl~ mo,.;l SllI_:ee"::;(ul rnetho<1s for 
finishing il lI'ood "ailplane. 

Consider Jirst t]H~ type o( dope La 
Iw used. 'I'll 0 typf" whieh should be 
evalliaLed ar Kntyrate and _'itrate. 
whi('h hOlh ('ome in l'lear form and 
a varieL' o( ('olor". These 111'0 dopes 
should nat'T lw mixell l,ogeLher. III 
n~painting, Butyrate c'an be )luL 0\('[" 

\itrate prol'iding the :\ilrate is wdl 
dried. N'er painL NiLraLe OWl' Hut)"· 
raLe. If yOll are ulJ('l~rtain of tht' typc 
of dope Oil yom 'hip-make st:\' wi 
te"t palch,'s before r..finishin:'. :\itrale 
is ahout 30~ 'heaper than BUlyratc 
blll abo it:; JurahLlitr is horler. 
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11 enamel lypc~ pail1t will go 11'1'11 

over hoth Butyratp and. itrate. but 
they must be I: II dried an I agl'(1. 

For IJesl: r<::>;ulls in all phases of the 
painting, lempt>rature- betwecu 70° 
and 80° arc ideal. 

I~f'f rf' re('owring our -hip, he 
sure nil wood surfaces 10 which [ab­

ril' II ill he c;ppJied me lI'ell pre-doped. 
'1c'lI' II cI may J"l'quire Ihree or (our 
('oals of dl'ar dupe. On 'mall areas, 
su(,h <I. rib" or trailing eages, use 
fahril' CT!Ill'lI!. Tnt('J'rneiliate grade 
Lahrie -Jwuld lw lI,;ed. Stretch fabric' 
tight enougb Lo obLain an ('\'1'11 ten­
sion (guard againsl slrcl ·hillg it lOO 
light), and ah,ay~ sbrink il with 
II atf'L allowing it to dry before dop­
ing. CreaL ('arc should be exerci 'ed 
in 'Ihili "lejJ, lherl'b) Jwlp!ug to kcrp 
the trailing cll"c'. ,tmight ,iIlC'f' the 
fabric lin hoth side:; \l'ilI JI<I\'l' the 
-am", l n ,ion. 

Ual'h fabric' to tTailin a eJgc' only 

wilh fallr;(' c·pnlellt. Wbpil c'pmellL is 
\'ery e1r', u;oe "pongc and water to 
Juink th n'lTIainoer of the fabric. 

Thin Ihl dope [or hrushing 50 it 
applie;.; ea;.;ily. usiw' a 4 or 5 ineh 
bru::;h-purc bristle. Allow 1lh to 2 '"--"'/ 
hours dr ing time' hctwP('1I coalS. 
Ahout 'I or 6 coals will be sufficiellt 
to obtaill the !"ie ired tension in Ilw 
fahric·. Of cour~e Lhis depelld.~ 011 

how mlle 1 the: dope has been Ihimlt'd. 
11011 lhis to dry overuight if I]H' 

fabric docs nol hav!' sufficient tell­
::;iotl, lhell L\\'o or three coals more. 
a~aill dryillg o\cruight if lIeCt'ssary. 

The Ilexl step i~ Lo lape o\'er Lhe 
rihs and oLher nitical placf's. rsinl" 
rallll'r heavier dope Lhan hefore, painl 
over Lhe,.;e tapes and tJw resl of Lhe 
Jabrie IouI' or five Limes to impreg­
lIaLe LllC fabric. Thi' should ary over­
ni!!hL beforc wet sandinQ the ,.;urJaers 
wjlh .120 gradf' \1 et o~' cI rv paper. 
Carl' mu t U(' takeu !lot Lo r'ut Lhrollllh 
the faorj(". 

To protect your fabric a:rainsL Ihe 
sun';; rays, sprav al lea_t one coat 
c r alurninlJ!l1 pignH'!lt 10 one gallon 
of r-Il'ar dupe. Sana lhis H'rv lightly 
lI'ith :~()O I'-'radl~ paper and wash 
lhorolJdtlv. 1f YOU want that nil'c 
finjsh~Y~ll must fill all ullf'n'n an'as 
with laquer pully, and spray the 
win!!;; and fuscla!!c' wilh "prilllfT ~'nr­
fa('c's" ur "filkr.'" Al this stage the 
a""isLal](,c" of a !:!('lod auto paintl'r I"ill 
pay ofT. IL i~ tlw good fillinp: Ihal 
('ount:;, for the smooLh final painl, 
Two hf',avy coah are J)f'Ll(~r than spv­
('nil ('oaLs 'Lhinl1f'd clown. Th l,' "lIrfa('('" 
musL II(' IH'II aw'cl dric'd for Lwo to 
Lhn-'c"' IVl"eks aMI Lhen sanded lIiLh 
::160 paper. Be cardul-do not sand 
through lhl' aluminulll l:oaL. If vou 
arf' ';01 gelling gJoss-Jikc~ finish ,;'iLh 
Ihi' "'et-sandin!!: it mal' he ncc'pssarv 
It ;opray more 'filler. agp iL and san;', 
agaln. 

l\uw you are ready [or tJle finish 
pain!. Jf you arc going 10 lise BUI'y­
rate or i'/itrale laqlwr, spray it rathf'r 
heavy-two ('oats arc usually enollgh. 
aepending- on your choice of ("0101'''. 

For lhe hc;.;t j'('sults I likc to IIS(' a 
two-gallou paint container with alloul 
'1,5 poumls cou,.;tant prCSSllre, thll" 
,-prayiug rNJrf' l.:vcnly aud with lillk 
o\'cr"prayinl!' Thinni.ng ~rour painl 
too mudl would make it necessary to 
spray more coats for good color 
d~'pLh. 

To oblain good gloss you ('(III lISC' 

a hufling rnach-ine ill the same fash­
ion a~ lhe anLo·polish people USt'. 
Plall your fille.r ('0101' to he Iwan'~ 

10 your fiuish (. lor. for f'Aamplc: 

(Cuntinued "n Next Page) 
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Vic Swierkowski is now well known for the beautiful finishes he has produced on the Nimbus 
sailplanes, He is shown here putting the finishing touches to the one he flew at the 23rd 

National Contesi' at Grand Prairie last year, 




