
Thf'~e an' Ih ..· dt,,.i~lll'r·~ f'td 'ulatl,'d 
performance figllr !< whieh 11f~ ;;lMpei 

wl're ('lfuallt'c1 ill I(',,:t lIight:; at a \1 jn~ADDITIONAL l!Jndinrr of S.31 Ih;;/sq. ft. Th ' rna.:j· 
ilium LID is ~ I to 1 at (l2 m.p.h. Th,· 
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III my prel ious artic) "~lorc Com· 
parisoIL" lhe high "p'l·d dwracler­
istics of the JllulICS were not indurlt'r1. 
Some feci L1lt'V ar . 1101 loo important. 
forming only' a \'ery smull a -J pct of 
(IItl'rnalional flyin lY • They rio cnter 
\'/try much illto the picture of J\m 1'­

i an flying. I had hoped to gf'l more 
Hight tpst datu from Ilw pilots. Thi~ 
is vI'ry difTi uLt ttl ohtain as it has 
1I0t heen worked out too ac('urat I ­
for 010"'[ of thl' pIWS('lIt day competi­
I ion plan ,'. H \ ('\"(:L I hat da ta I 
have will he presented and a notatioll 
mad.. if it is lhe desi/!Ill'r's cakulated 
performance or flight tesl data. I Iwr­
O'onally assum responsihility for am 
errors in intprpo!ation. 

Credit 11''1'' erroneously !!'iH'1I lu 
ml' for tlw px('Clll'nt piC:tUl:(-, which 
accompanied th(~ articll'. 1\loO't of tllPm 
were from the scril's Lakl'lI hy Pau I 
Jr. und which mUl1\' of the' ·S.S.A. 
membership hale 5e(';1. . 'inc(' Wt' wer(' 
lhl' fellows ill those terrible lookillg 
monkl" suits (·hatling lI·ith Cijan (un­
der the II'in",., of tIl(> l\)I'[l'or I cnpdil 
for the first pil'lUH' must go to nelsl' 
Woodward who took this picturc. Iso 
then' are a [CII' minor correctioll:; 
whieh should 1)(' Iloled frllm 11](-' 
original artieif'. 

No a:;per5ions \\'ne m('anl to Ill' 
"asl. at the top flight pilots who flew 
ill our l\aliollab. H vou will "heck 
the first fiv' plae('!< iJ{ our la~1 llin'(' 
S ationals and the last JI1ternational~ 

you will find thf're an' a [olal of 11 
pilots. Over half of thi" 1!ronp hal (' 
been frequent rl'pl'at('J':';. The:;e pilot· 
would hold their Oll'll a!!ain;;1 those 
"een in Tnternatiollal n;mpeliliol1­
a:;surning their ~han' of lur-k and la(·k 
or illterferene('. 

It is my per:;onal fee/iug thal tht' 
Internationals are \Von h.. plalws that 
have only 75 to 85% of the maximum 
'~Iide of lhe best performing plan(':; 
but u:;llolly. have a lighter wing load­
ing and b tler t11 'rmal aud landing 
performance. 1 have per,,:ollally 01>­
,.;cr\"(~d onl the last four Jilt rnaliou. 

als and this f'omparison has h('ld lrl1l' 
for l.hi,: one 1'1;1('101' uf ma ... imum gLide. 
Ilowe\-I'r. ill two of the "Ol1tp,,~, the 
high L/D planl's htld heen damaged 
nuh' in th\' COl1te5t ';0 thaL u fair ('(llll­

pa r(~on ('011 Id 1101 hp marl. 

,.inking "pf' d j... iVl~1l as I.B ft/sec al 
1:1 Ill.p.h, cr'ordill to lhis_ Ilw ,.;Lall­
in~ "pepcI must he ill thl' Iwighl>ol" 
ho d of 110 m.p.h. Thl' spe,'d of 22 
Ill.p.h. h('lwI'I'n tho",' two spt,,'d ... :-,'pm,. 
fantastic. TIl(' fi!'!lllTS gil'('11 an' nol 
sJlfTi ·iellL 10 deLC'rmilll' th(' minimulll 
sink at ]00 Ill.p.h. hut hy proj(,ctioll 
iL could Il(' interpolatl'd to n'ael ap' 
pn».imall'1y 1.9 ft/s('(·, This nlPan~ 

Llw J:lfp .\1 {,UII ouI-, ('dorm thf' I: J 5 
;(1 10\\'cr ... pt'('ds and thl' Jr-Ilnie 'vial' 
ill hi1!hl'r Sj.H'('(k ))uri,Jg the Intl'r, 
I:ulionul,; 'olll\'~L Ihe ~: [, \1 IVa' "tlid 
Lo hay LlH~ hig-h '-'t II i.ng loading of 
any plant' in 11](' me('!. Th~ tlgUl"I' has 

Photo: Befsy Woodward 

From all the available do to the fife M, shown here, would appear to be the finest sailplane 
ever built, o. it is .aid 10 out-perform 'he RJ5 at low speed and the Jenny Mae ot high speed. 
Only those who have flown ogainst the latter two sailplanes will appreciate what it must be 
lilce to compete ogoin.' the fife M in conditions such as prevailed during the 23rd Na';onal 

The (·in·lillg :pecd of a plane in HI· 
('I'agt' thermal. i~ purely u subjt'('li\"t' 
(-jOOltrP but il indi('atl's whal Llll' plal1l' 
('an do in \err lii!ht II't'uthpr. It u, uully 
run, ::\ [0 6 m.p,h. high'r thall ILIf' 
:;tallin!! speed and :~ to 6 Ill.p.h. under 
till' miLXimllll1 L/D ... peL·d. Th· J' J S 
has had thl' mOst u '('uratl-' IIi}!;hl tf'st, 
or allY plane undpr di ...cu.-~ioll. II 
sledl· at ;·m m.p.h. aud it,; maximum 
L/D i~ ohtained at 50 l11.p.h. Ib ('ir­
c1iJlgprpd is usually 15 m.p.h. NOlI 
look ut .orne of Llw fi;."ur'· \ hich 
have h(Jf"ll puhlih d for the I-:If(' \f 
[ wiss Aero Review u!£. :~1. 19S6 
Hnd ailplan and Jlidinl!~Ol'1. 19S() I. 

Im'll gil'l'lI llS (j.8 1Lsi ~q. fl. II hi(h 
Ilouid lift its high. peed I erformalH'C 
p\·.,n mol". N(lt bt jn~ all ('n!!'inc('r nor 
a pilot I shouldn't rill(' lion~th(·,.;e Ii/!· 
urf" . I merely poilli out they !'Pl'm out 
of lilw t 111 '. 

The landing ehllradcrislil'''; of ;( 
Jl"lUl~ h 'ars u. (.J sc I Ilt not direc! IT· 

latiun hip to it,; Ulinimum tl~rIllinal 

I'cloeit,. Thi" sppcd for till' l)rcgJl('t 
i.- 80 Ill.p.h. aud indit;at~ II hy it 
('un laml ill a lill r fiell. Thi,.; figure 
was CJTOUPollsly ":iwn a~ 1:-30 m.p.h. 
for tlw H J 5. I am ,.;ure T Jill Hoi 

pull lbal ~il!un~ ut of a haL LUI Dir-k 
rClilitilllU'r! 1111 \ I'Xl l'IIgI') 
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