
peTillion II c.rf' Lh.y allow d to gel at 
Lhe contTols of a primary, 

_ a Ayi n" maphine, till' primary 

DON'T BUILD 

A PRIMARY 

{)y PETER 

b ('n: oftell lhe Ediior of 0 J{. 
It\ ; 01: the aUlhor, who has devc.:loped 
Ihl' repulalion of bl'inl! sorl of an p,\. 

pnl in the fit'ld of anliqup airplalll'.• 
and gliders. recl'i"e Idler" a:;king 
wherl' pJau for primary ;.-Jidcr5 ('an 
Iw ohlai.lled. TlJis ",ilualion re:-lIlls 

I. nll\\ LltS 

r'lllal"·. Lhe inlroducLiun [Iht' 
primary glider \\8 LJlf' 1I'0r"l Lhill,!! 
lhal C\'eT happe-ued Lo American 
gliding. ft." pilots wilh happr 
memorie. of 111[' lhin~,.: may rli;;aO'Tec 
wiLh me, hUI lllallY -mon'- lIiIL sUI­
porl my arl'!'llmrntR. Thi. \\as not U1f' 

Murray Wiele af Tig­

ard, Oregon, taking 

off in 0 Northrop 

Primary. 

Photo: Peter M. Bow~rs 

from Iht, fad Ihal mosl of Ih\' older 
books on glidill)! (An' th re any 111'\1 

ones '?) dl·seri be the cJa:Li,' nll'l hod 
of Jc~IJ:llilli!: lo III' ill )!lid('rs-"larl 
011 a prima'ry, mo\:e on Lo ·(·'('oudaries. 
alld elld lip in saiJplane_. The appear· 
allCf' of lIumerou.- pholos of pTimarie" 
in ad ion in rllrrenL Cerman ami Jap' 
anese a\'ialion magazines cOllvey Ihe 
impression Lbal lhis is slill the a'· 
eepl (! way of doing lhing:s. 

Il i., hUI only to a limilerl dp~n'I" 

1'\,('1\ in thosp I'ounlrics. A· faT as the 
['uited ,tale; i" (,ollt'l'rned, IllI' pri. 
marl' has bef'n a dpad duck sincc be­
foJ'(~' World War 11, aud Ih S'A 
even [ouk actioll to olliciallv ('on· 
dernu iL as a trainiug dClict" as far 
back as 19;:10. Th' pu rpo e r lItis 
article i 10 l'iarif,' til(' po,:;ilion or 
lhe primary Loday allli al the ",am' 
limt>. lc) ('uL down 011 Ihe ('orn',:;pond. 
en(~f' rur ,til cOIlf'crncd. 
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glider's fuull. It \Va::; a Teal;'II' 'e$::­
in Europf'. wher il had heen de· 
veloped, bUl iL wa. a mcnal't' to life 
and limb ill lhi", counlry. Why? 

The muin Tl'uson ('an bt, Irace'd III 

the fUlldam('nlal dilTl'rPllCes in llH' 
hasi(~ pconomies and in the Irainjul! 
method' of Europe alld merica, 111 
Europ wh '[t' lhp ha"ic unil of per, 
sonal tramportaLion "a" and Lill i,. 
Lhe bicycle, oll'lIershijl of per,:;onaJ 
aircrafl was almo"l nil. Flying wa:, 
available Lo Lhe [1\' ragc rilizt'n ollh 
Lhwu)!h thL 11I11l1l'rOU" g-lirlPT dllh.~. 

Operalion of [h,',,(, I1l'garuzalioll:" lias 
\Try 'y'LPmalic. allfl r1i"ciplinf' and 
lraining m Lhods wr're' almo:, [ mili­
tar)' in lhpir applicalion. rTf'\\' m '01· 

h r,; ,:en'ed long terms of apprenticl" 
~hip, s tting lip alld Inunl'l,ing gliders. 
relrie\'ino', and n:pairill" tlll'm. Ollly 
\\ Ut'li Lhey kllt'\\ all phasr:, of tlw 

wa:; a yeT i/wfTicicnt devie·('. It wa:, 
not inlcnded Lo he a ,;porting O'lidn, 
hut wa' pul 10 U.' ollly during a 

relatively ;horl ~tage of Lhl' sludcnt's 
career. T~w sl'mi·mililary disciplillt 
of lhe training pTogram I\'as lh,' stu· 
dcnt s Iw~t proledion. JJ ht, did just 
whaL he was told lo do; slarlill.g wilh 
straight·ahead grolllld "lir1f'S aIllI 
working up to shorL ~I ide:; dcm n a 
hiU:;idp and gentll' ,,'·tums, hI" could 
ha r(lIy ~('I ilito Irouul". The }"sl"'!Il 
took can' of him, hUL be wa.O kicked 
out of Lhr' group in a hurry if hf' dis­
obeyed orders OT cut a ff'1\' lInallthor· 
i7.CcI 'apcr' 011 his 0\\ 11. TIll' SUCet'!:''' 
of the primary as a lraining machinl" 
\ !J' duc primarily 10 the facl thaI 
LhE' opcraLioll was lightl organizf'c1 
and roulrollcd in such a way Llull lhe 
slurknL alii! Llw glider \H'I"I' l.oth kf'pl 
\ ell \\ ilhin the rallg(' of Iheir 1'1'" 

spef'live capabilities. 
Compare this lo the typical "Hurl') 

Fp" AlTlf'rican IVay of duiu!= Lhing~. 
In a country I\'herr' many high school 
kid. had UlI"i I' own c'ar. anrl a (~OI11­

paraliv·'ly high ckgrel' of mechanical 
kill and l'xIH'I'iellce, lb(~ long [('1'111 

DC apprentice-ship in a Ellrop an-typ 
r:lub \l'a 1101 only distasteful. it \I'a" 
entin'l. llllnl'ce:;~ary according Lo 
IlwiT way of thinking, Primarif''' 
could be hllill from magazinl' plan" 
or could 1)(, boughL in kit form fM 
arou.nd $100.00. Finislwd ships were 
a\'ailablc fTom aholll a dozen manll' 
fa('lun'rs Lor hel wet'n g:>'50 and S500. 
\Vhy bother wilh clubs and a lOll" 
app~entjceship when il was ~o l'as)' 
10 own a ship of your own? 

True, s me 'Iuhs wcre rormed, 
with vilr., ing degree: of success. bill 

Lhe majorily of th(';r' suffered from 
Lhe same cldidellcy lbaL was Lhe un· 
doing DC many of lht>. individuals; 
lhe lack of l1lf'lho I, dil'ciplinf', and 
eomrel{'nl sl.Ipen'i"ion dming bOlh 
Ihe building and tlH' flying stages. 
.\leLh ds of ('onslrtldion and flight 
instTlIl'Lioli user! in Lhe heyday of 
American primary opNatiol;s \\:olllcl 
horrify an pre~>f'nl·r1ay mer'hanie 01' 

in Lrllclol'." pplc Box Construction" 
and "Rack Yard In.Lrtll'lion" ",pn' 
nOl derogatory Lerms al the time­
Ih Y IV 'Te pral'lically :Landard nOTlU"II' 
clalur!'. 

The lypical alLillld,~ \\<1;; Lo fini"lt 
lh ship and .tnrt flying it. The rrHlfT«. 

zilles anJ Lhe mall 1I fad liTer:; \\,("n' 

parlly n'spol1sihk f I' this in lhal Lhf') 
puhlit'iz d Ihe product a' so ~ill1pk 
Lo fly IhaL one hardly lJI'pl[ 1 II', 'On~. 

\lallY tric·rf Ihi. nwLllOd and a few 
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