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This is the initial appearance of 
what will Iw, in the future, a meetinf!: 

Issued in the United 
January 1 through June 

States 
30, 1957 

pla('e for ideas on how to improve 
the safety of motorless f1i~ht. Soarinf!: 
as a pastime, indodrination media or 
sport is a wonderful thing and the 
real b('nefits to br gained from par­
tieipation, both in the uradical sensp 
and for the sheer satisfiction of flight. 
cannot be denied. To liS, no powrr 
to drag the ship through the air 
mrans Ihat flight fH'comes a chal­
lenge; a contest b(·tween the pilot 
and his media. To the' public, the 
lack of power indieat"s dangn. As 
w(~ have all heard so many times. 
"no engine? Migawd-don't you just 
drop?" Gliders mean crashes and the' 
person on Ihe powerless side of the 
fence is generally considered to he 
either daredevil or a comuletp fool. 
Jneither casp, thp sporl is thought 
of as being extn>mely dangerous and 
1I0t to be indulged in by ordinary
mortals. C • ­

This, of course, is ,simply not true. 
Soaring is inherently safer, providing 
the pilot is capabk, the launching 
equipment sound and the ship air­
worthy. Once in the air the sailplane 
pilot is thinking further ahead of him­
self than the great majority of power 
pilots. He does not get into rritical 
situations without having an "out'" 
always at hand in casr of )]('('0. Power 
pilots on the other hand, tend 10 d('­
pend on the engine to drag them oul 
of troubl(· wIH'ther the difficull v i,.; 
wpather, terrain, a misjudged land­
ing or whatpver. Sailplanes fly slower. 
have b(>tter flight characteristics, par­
ticularly in landing and arc builL to 
take more of a beating. 

However. there are certain rules 
that must be followed and judgments 
thaI must be dpveloped if sailplanes 
are to be ojJ(>ratcd so as to fully rpal­
ize their safe 1J0tentialities. For in­
stance, 89yr or" all two-plan· ship ac­
cidents in the past (·ight Fars han' 
occured in thp landing or take-off 
phases of flight. This suggests that if 
more care were taken and the rule,.; 
observed more closely, we could elimi­
nate the great majority of accidents. 

In order to coliI'd ('nought data 
on accident,.; to properlyevaluat<' 
where corredi\(· al'lion can 1)(' mo,.;1 
dfedive. Ihe Safety COllllllil!e(' eanl­
estly requpsls lhp coojwration of th,· 
SSA mpmht"rship. HeporLs of acci· 
dents from those involved. or from 
observers. are necessarv if the work 

JULY-AUGUST, 1957 

C BADGE 
I;)23-C. Lee I{osche 
U2'1-1. D. Hobertsoll 
B25-Donald Jasper Goode 
U26-George D. Sterling 
B27-Harry E. Lyon 
B28-Henri J. Houlart 
B29-Hugh P. Biklt' 
13;'W-Sara J. Harvey 
U:-lI-John M. Carlson 
};);i2-Louis J. Weihs. Jr. 
l:n:\--NTark A. Sava~(' 

l:UI-H ugh B. Fulton 
] :i;\5--Hobert E. Mills 
B:-lo-Stephen :\T. Hepf! 
l:-l:i7-I{alph C. C. TUfll('r 
I:i:i8-Ceorge F. Hammond 
B:i9-Vernon A. Dutra 
nlO-Edgar L. FliptlrH'r 
1:HI-Lawrenc(~ A. Hpanl 
l:-l12--Bradford H. WalktT 
nn--Tom J. Green 
l:H/l~Arnold J. Hon'ati 
l:315-Frank J. Severy 
1:i16-Willi J. Cpisel~ann 
U47-William H. Fuchs 
B18-Alie(~ S. Fuchs 
B!N-Roger E. Ruch 
l:i50-Alhert H. Creg~ 
U51--Suzanne V. Bundy 
];)52--J. F. Dobrollski ­
I ;i5:i-Eugene LeMirp 
1:i51-AHred L. Clea\"(> 
B55-Harold J. Boucher 
B50-Virgil W. Kuns 
1357-Edward L. Walsh 
1:i58-,\TiIton C. Fankhauser 
I;)59-Robt'ft K. Hawes 
l:-l60-John F. Bunov 
l:i61-Wallaee G. B;OWII 
1;i62-BpnnPlt H. Mos,.; 
B6:i-James G. Plackis 

l:i61--1{0Iwrt J. Pfau 
l:i65-Charles F. Burd('L\ 
U6o-l{alph C. Bruns, Jr. 

SILVER C 
271-William P. Quinn, Jr. 
272-John W. Williams 
27;)-Kenneth H. E. Bawden 
274~Eoward F. Byars 
275-Charles M. SI;yder 
27o-Hugh P. Bikl<: 
277-Kcnndh Brue(' 
278-Jim I\orton 
279-Stanlt·y Turnn 
280----Koger Buch 
28l-Phillip A. M('Y('r 

GOLD C
 
66-Hay W. Jackson
 
67-John W. Williams
 

DIAMOND C
 
lO-Dewey J. Macuso
 
II-Sterling V. Starr
 

SILVER C LEGS
 
James H. Turnbow-Altitude. Dura­

tion 
Adolph Yost-Altitudt· 
Frank J. Severy-Altitude 
Bertha M. Byan-Duration 
Stanley H. Hall-Duration 
Thomas D. Greenwood - AlLitudp. 

Duration 
I{oberl E. Smith-Altitude. Duration 
Hjarnt' Lund, Jr.-Altitude 
Robert K. Hawkes-Altitude 
Edward L. Walsh-Altitude 

GOLD C LEGS 
Linford B. Baehtell-Distam't' 
Kenneth R. E. Bawden-Altituoe 
Sv('n Akf' Anderson-Altitude 

DIAMOND C LEGS 
Frank Kerns-Altitude 
Hoger E. Huch-Altitude 
Linforo B. Bachtell-Goal 

E. M. G. A. M.
 
of Ill(' commiLLee is to be effective. 
I\othing is learned from an accidpnt 
that no one knows ahout. Names and 
plae('s will remain incognito if so 
requcsted. but send in the facts! Your 
misforlullf> might keep somponp else 
from II'Luning the hard way! 

This column will. in the futurl'_ dis­
cus,.; all subjed,.; relating 10 safdy. 
The cooperation and ideas of all 
pi loIs is earnestly requested. All 1(,\­
tel's will he answered promplly. 
11021 S.E. 27th PI.. Belleyue. Wash. 

320 MILES TO PLYMOUTH 
by FRITZ COMPTON 

Bead this story about thl' .second 
longest flight ever 10 be made out of 
Elmira. The author presents a spiral­
by-spiral account of whal it is like to 
push a weary old 1.-1\. all 11It' way 10 

the east eoasi under imfJorled Flo~ida 
(·Iouds. A saga of diamond huntin)! 
with surplus equifJmen\. To be fea­
turpd in the Sep.·Oet. SOARING. 
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