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SAFETY FIRST

by JoserH M. RoBeRTsox, Chairman
SSA Flying Safety Sub-Committee

This is the initial appearance of
what will be, in the future, a meeting
place [or ideas on how lo improve
the safety ol motorless flight, Searing
as a pastime, indoctrination media or
sporl is a wonderful thing and the
real benelits to be gained [rom par-
ticipation, both in the practical sense
and [or the sheer satisfaction of flight.
cannol be denied. To us. no power
to drag the ship through the air
means that flight becomes a chal-
lenge; a contesl between the pilot
and his media. To the public, the
lack of power indicates danger. As
we have all heard so many times.
“no engine? Migawd—don’t you just
drop?” Gliders mean crashes and the
person on the powerless side of the
fence is generally considered to be
either daredevil or a comvlete fool.
In either case, the sport is thought
of as being extremely dangerous and
not to be indulged in by ordinary
morlals,

This, ol course, is simply not true.
Soaring is inherently saler, providing
the pilot is capable, the launching
equipment sound aud the ship air-
worthy. Ouce in the air the sailplane
pilot is thinking further ahcad of him-
self than the great majority of power
pilots. He does not get into critical
situations without having an “oul”
always at hand in case of need. Power
pilots on the other hand, tend to de-
pend on the engine to drag them oul
of trouble whether the difficulty ix
weather, terrain. a misjudged land-
ing or whatever. Sailplanes fly slower.
have better flight characteristics, par-
ticularly in landing and are built to
take more of a beating.

However, there are certain rules
that must be followed and judgments
that must be developed il sailplanes
are to be operated so as to fully real-
ize their safe polentialities, For in-
stance, 89% of all two-place ship ac-
cidents in the past cight years have
occured in the landing or lake-off
phases of flight. This suggests that if
more care were laken and the rules
observed more closely, we could elimi-
nale the great majority of accidents.

In order lo collect cnought data
on accidents to properly evaluale
where corrective action can he mosi
cffective. the Salety Commillee earn-
estly requesls the cooperation of the
SSA membérship. Reports of acci-
dents from those involved, or from
observers, are necessary il the work
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INTERNATIONAL F.A.l. BADGES
FOR GLIDING

Issued in the United States
January 1 through June 30, 1957

C BADGE
1323—C. Lee Rosche
1324—], D. Robertson
1325—Donald Jasper Goode
1326—George D. Sterling
1327—Harry E. Lyon
1328—Henn J. Houtart
1329—Hugh P. Bikle
1330—Sara J. Harvey
1331—John M. Carlson
1332—Louis J. Weihs, Jr.
1333—Mark A. Savage
1331—Hugh B. Fulton
1335—Robert E. Mills
1336—Stephen M. Reep
1337—Ralph C. C, Turner
1338—George F. Hammond
1339—Vernon A. Dutra
13140—FEdgar L. Fliedner
13141—Lawrence A. Heard
13:12—Bradlord H. Walker
1313—Tom J. Green
1311—Arnold J. Roccalti
1315—Frank J. Severy
1316—Willi J. Geiselmann
1347—William R. Fuchs
1318—Alice S. Fuchs
1349—Roger E. Ruch
1350—Albert R. Gregy
1351-—Suzanne V. Bundy
1352—]. F. Dobronski
1353—Fugene LeMire
1351—Alfred L. Cleave
1355—Harold J. Boucher
1350—Virgil W. Kuns
1357—FEdward L. Walsh
1358—Milton C. Fankhauser
1359—Robert K. Hawes
1360—John F. Bundy
1361—Wallace G. Brown
1362—Bennett R. Moss
1363—James G. Plackis

136.1—Robert J. Plau
1365—Charles I, Burden
1366—Ralph G. Bruns, Jr.
SILVER C
271—William P. Quinn, Jr.
272—John W. Williams
273—Kenneth R. E. Bawden
2714—FEdward F. Byars
275—Charles M. Snyder
276—Hugh P. Bikle
277—Kenneth Bruce
278—Jim Norlon
279—Sitanley Turner
280--Roger Ruch
281—Phillip A. Meyer
GOLD C
66—Ray W. Jackson
07—John W. Williams
DIAMOND C
10—Dewey J. Macuso
11—Sterling V. Starr
SILVER C LEGS
James H. Turnbow—Altitude. Dura-
tion
Adolph Yost—Altitude
I'rank J. Severy—Altitude
Bertha M. Ryan—Duration
Stanley H. Hall—Duralion
Thomas D. Greenwood — Altitude.
Duration
Robert E. Smith—Altitude, Duration
Bjarne Lund, Jr.—Altitude
Robert K. Hawkes—Altilude
Edward L, Walsh—Altitude
GOLD C LEGS
Linford B. Bachtell—Dislance
Kenneth R, E. Bawden—Altitude
Sven Ake Anderson—Altitude
DIAMOND C LEGS
Frank Kerns—Altitude
Roger E. Ruch-—Altitude
Linford B. Bachtell—Goa]

A. M.

ol the committee is lo De effective.
Nothing is learned from an accident
that no one knows about. Names and
places will remain incoguito if so
requested. but send in the facts! Your
misfortune might keep someone else
from learning the hard way!

This column will. in the future. dis-
cuss all subjects relating to safely.
The cooperation and ideas of all
pilots is earnestly requested. All let-
ters will be answered promplly.

11021 S.E. 27th PI., Bellevue. Wash.

320 MILES TO PLYMOUTH
by FRITZ COMPTON

Read this story aboul the second
longest flight ever to be made out of
Elmira. The author presents a spiral-
by-spiral account of what it is hike to
push a weary old 1.-K all the way 10
Lthe east coast under imported Florida
clouds. A saga of diamond hunling
with surplus equipment, To be fea-

tured in the Sep.-Oct. SOARING.
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