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NEWS BRIEFS 
"\Iention was made in the last issul' 

of Soaring that World Soaring 
Champion Paul MacCready was on 
his honeymoon. A wedding announce­
ment has since been received which 
rpads as follows: "Mr. and Mrs. Park­
er Lt'onard announce the marriagt· of 
tht'ir daughter Judith to Dr. Paul B. 
"\TacCready, J r. on Saturday, May 18, 
1957 in Woodridgp. Conn." Judy's 
fatht'r was a former SSA President 
who, together with Vic Saudek, intro­
duct'd Paul to tht' sport of soaring 
during 1916 at Old Saybrook. Conn. 
wht'll Paul had rdurnt'd from IJt'ing 
a '1a\al aviator. This summt'r Paul's 
work will take him to MI. Withington, 
'\t'w Mexico on Project Sky Fire; re­
,.:parch on lightning. From there he 
will again go to :\Iissoula. Montana 
for more of tht' same, this time mak­
ing tra\erses in douds to seed and 
obsen'e the pffects of speding with 
tht' purpost' of prpH'nting lightning 
and the forest fires it gt'lll'fally 1)('· 
gets. 

A third son was born to the Dick 
Johnsons in Arlington, Texas on July 
17th. This ont' was named Cyrus 
Stanley. He joins his brotht'rs ]\lark 
and Nils in growing up in the shadow 
of a father who has bt'come famou,.: 
in the soaring world. Dick is busy 
now making progTess on his original 
two-plact' design, It is of all wood 
construction with a two pit'cp wing, a 
tandt'm seating arrangement and will 
feature a tee (Y) tail. The fuselage 
is about half skinnt'd at prcsent. 

A brand nt'w Schwt'izer 2-22 two­
place training glider has been given 
to the Memphis Soaring Society by 
a benevolt'nt bent'factress, The group 
is confirming its tax t'xempt status so 
that the gift may be deductable for 
the nict· lady, The 2-22 will supple­
ment a 1-26 already in action by tilt' 
group and should enable them to ex­
pand with a practical training pro­
gram. 
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It is with tll'ep regret that W(' nlU~1 

anllOU/lC'e the death of Captain Wil­
liam T. Bowley, CSAF. on July 29tl, 
in a Lockheed jet '1':33 landing acci­
dent. 1\0 further details arc known 
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otht'r than it happt'lwd at his homt' 
hase of Stt'wart Field. w,t'st Point. 
:\". Y. while a thundl'l'storm was in 
progress. He is survived by his wi ft'. 
Clair,t', and four week old son. 

Bill was OWller of the Sehweizt'r 1­
2:,) F, in which he competed dllfini-' 
tht' last part of tilt' H'('l'nt J\ ational 
contt'st. Ht' was also Presidt'nt of Sail 
Flights. InL alld vt'rv activt' in ac· 
tivitit's at the Wurtsb~ro. N. Y. soar­
ing sitt'. His next official job was to 
havt' Iwt'll at tht' Air Forct' Academv 
where he was expected to Iw an i~­
portant helpt'f with tht' cadet glidt'r 
training program tht'f('. 

The soaring movemt'nt will sort'ly 
miss Bill Bowley. Tht'rt' is never 
t'nough of tht' kind of ,t'nthusiasm and 
dedication to the sport that W{'ft' his. 
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One July 12, 1957 FralH'is Hohrn 
of Toledo, Ohio was killed wht'n thl~ 

prototype AirmaIl' HP·7 sailplallt' 
which ht' was flying hroke up in 
cloud. Hohm had a private Jlowt'r 
rating with approximately :100 hours 
of flight time. mostly in air plant's. 
He was on a cross-countrv tow from 
Elmira_ N. Y. to Toled~. Ohio on 
the dav after the 1\ationak Both 
glider ;nd towplant' had radio. 

Thirty minutt's out thp tow was still 
climbing at 6500 fpet near the tops 
of a patch of cumulus. A broken layer 
of cloud appt'art'd on course which 
could not quite be topPp(J., The tow 
pilot. Robert Rowt'r. hpadt'd for a 
low .point in tht' cloud which ht' 
thought would allow a continut'd VFH 
climb and obtaint'd an approval of 
tht' ht'ading from Hohm. The tow­
plant' was unablt' to remain in the 
elt'ar and appart'ntly Hohm tried to 
rt'main above the cloud bv climb­
in/"!. This lifted the tail of "tht' tow­
plane which forced it into an uncon­
trollable divt', pulling the glider with 
it. The tow bricllt' hroke sh0rtly thert'­
a fter. The f.(lidt'r must have t'ntered a 
spiral dive which rt'sulted in a struc­
tural failure wht'u rt'('OH'ry was at­
tempted, t'vidt'ntly when coming c!par 
of the cloud at a very high speed. 
pstimated by thp CAA and Dick 
Schredt'r to have Iwen 300 mph. 

The t'xact sequence of failure could 
onlv be surmised from a study of the 
wr~ckage but has little sign'ificancp 
!)f'cause all failufl's were well in ex­
cess of the basil' desii!n loads. Th(, 
l..rt outt'r win;! pallt'l hrokt' upwards 
at the joinl, the right willg broke 
downwards near the fusl'lagt', tht' re· 
maining wing structure ~eparated 
from tht' fuselagt'. one stabilizer brokc 

off as did the tail cone with tht' otht'r 
stabilizer attach\'d. 

The pilot was either thrown from 
the cockpit at thp time of failure or 
jumpt'd, hut the rip cord of his para­
chute was nevpr pulled. • 

The HP-7 was d\'scribpd in the 
:\lay-J une issut' of Soaring. It is a 
Vt'fy high-performancT dt'sign but had 
no adequatl' spt'ed limiting devicl'. 
The flaps wt'l'e very difficult to de­
flt'ct at high slweds due to t'xcessi Vl' 
air loads. 

Hohm had made 0111' previous flight 
ill tht' HP-7, an abortive attempt to 
tow from Dover. Del. back to Elmira 
on the previous day, after Dick 
Schreder's last contt'st flight. He had 
trouble t'arlv on that tow, broke thp 
rapt' and rpturnpd to Dover. 

This acciclt'llt rt'ct'in'd muchull­
favorable publicity in the nl'wspapt'rs 
across the country. It was in markt'd 
contrast to the safety record just com­
plptt'd during thp 1\ationals wl1'\:'n a 
f<:'w landillf.( mishaps, inhcrent in com· 
petitivp soaring, werp thp only inci­
dents. 

The lessons to Iw It'arned from this 
accident are almost too obvious to 
mention but should be listed in casp 
thpy are not. 

In dt'signing clean, fast aircraft 
make sure the stick forct's build up 
with deflection enough to prevent in- ~ 
advertent overloading of the structure. . 
This is called stick gradient. If it is 
low. as in the HP.7, only a small 
force on the stick can induce very 
high G loadings on the structure it 
moderate to high spt'eds. In the hands 
of an inexperienced pilot, possibly 
panicked by an IFR spiral dive, lhl' 
result can be fatal. 

Know your flying ability and limi­
tations, and don't exceed tht'm with­
out adequate instruction or super­
vision. A high-performance sailplane 
on climbing tow in turbulent air is a 
diHicult horse to ride. It is impossiblt' 
in a convective cloud. 

If you must expose yoursp]f to pos­
sihle Hight in cloud, only the experi­
t'llce of an instrument rating can bt' 
l'xpected to let you interpret' your in­
struments corr,ectly and act accord· 
ingly. 

1\0 matter how good the pilot is all 
IFR, a sailplane in a turbulent cloud 
can be expected to bt' out of control 
part of tht' timt' allll the only saft'­
guard against subst'qul'nt overspeed. 
illg is an acll>quatp spet'd-limiting d('­
vict'. Makp SUI"(' your ship is so .lil,i, 
equippl'cl Iw10re losing your refnenct'. ~ 
or you may los\' soml:'lhing morc 
\aluablt'. 
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