
~'oaring adivit)' in thc ~ est i 
refleded in th" adi\ it)' at it- soarinl! 
,it<'s, Dnl' of th,· ni('est froIll a ground 
(')"10\\ viewpoint i' also OIW of tl;~~ nl'\\­
['st-T,~d Nf'!:';on's H uIllU1ingbi I'd Hn\"­
I'n npar _' an Frand.To, I.L is not oftf'l1 
that a plan' you have heard ;..ood 
things ahout turns ont to b,' a;; good 
a;; "thf'v" av, BUI al,eording to Paul 
Bikle a;.d otl;ers who han' h ':'en tlll'rt'. 
Hummiuf!hi I'd Ha\'f'n is an f'xct'ptiol1 
-it ~ all that we han' Iward and 
l1Iuch mon', Tht'rl' i:; a swimmill~ 

pool and harh,:qut> for llll' e.njoymf'nt 
of all and a gOOl! size hanp.n to house 
th ,• sailplanps wl1l'n Lhf')' are uOI fly· 
iug. Thp SOl.ltlwrIl Californians who 
a Llcnckd thl' i'\ortherIl California 
. 'oaring Mf'Plin \Iay had a re,dl\" 
good tim('. 

Anutlll'r IIll'pl thal prolllisl'" a )rood 
time 10 all who allt>Il'd is the ~orth­
wpst fnlt'rtlaliollal Contest in \. enal­
('hee, Washington. Tht, ('onte;;t will 
hm'e taken place by the timt' you 
ITad this arlic!p-Junt' :'\0 10 July 6. 

J::binorp. Califomia. is the scerw of 
,~Ollll' intl";'[-'sting f1yinp: durin)! the 
weekend regalla·tn)e ('ontesl", I>einp. 
Ilt'ld once a month. During on ,uf'h 
IlIl'Pt l{oger Huch (ahout ~vhom you 
will hear more) flt'w the Ch rokt'p 
II mor[-~ than 100 miles to Dl"sert 
Centn which is East of Palm Sprin?;s. 
TIIl':;e wl:ekt'nf1 flyin~ meets give tilt' 
local pilots a chauc(; to get together 
for ;;ome ['())npl'liLion f1yiu}!; amI give 
them illccntin' to all'empt som really 
p:ood flights. TIIt~ cominp-' of summer 
('oudiliolls should briug inten'sling 
II('\\,,.; Jrom £Jsinorf'. 

/':1 Miragp pro\ided a few spring 
lime soaring' day;; with all'iludes 10 
1G,OOO fl'e[ lIIHI pilots are eagl"rly 
awailing till' o'ood SUllllTIt'r lheTmals. 
Th(,rt, haH~ (1)read" hceu UlallY Silver 
C le"s earned hUl the Cold "C day. 
are ('omiug. The Southern California 
Soarin/! Association i: movinp. ahead 
with it" plans for the Wst Coast 
(onlt>;;l al FI Mi rage Ih e la l week 
of Augu,.;l. \ ' an> lrying to do a 
p:ood job iu organizing Ihis ('ontt~st 

J)['cau:'l' we secrt-tly consider it a dr ';S 

rehearsal for the 1958 Nationab. A 
group is 'xpeeled -from [ orthe.rn Cali­
fornia alld it' is hnjll,'d that the pi lOIs 
competing ill Ihis eOlltl'sl will truly 
rl"prpsl"nt lhe We.'o:t a;; a 1\'hole (Easl· 

JULY-AUGUST, 1957 

erner and Texans are wei 'ome abo). 
There \ ill be t \ 0 'ontestanl:; hom 
Ollt' ramily, Kenny (ag'c 15) and Ross 
(age 18) Briegleh flying a Ci nema 
and a HG·12 respecLivel·. ~tan Hall 
wiU compete with hi~ Cherokee and 
it is expected there will he spt'cial 
e\'ents for the ] ·26 . 

WaVt' f1yiug at Bishop thi;; year 
got ofT to a slow slart but picked 
up in the Spring with "ome good 
f1ightl; ill a 1·26 all I a 1·2::\. Sven 

nderson, /Juke Man 'uso, h'ank 
Kern " Sterling Starr. and Hoger 
Ru b all lIew to altitudp" IH~twel'n 

28,000 feet and 35.000 feel. 'terling 
. laIT took 111 1·23 on a cr s:; , un· 
lXV to Utah for about :-no miles. Duk.... 
~-(ancllsu and terling: tarr hoth com· 
pleted their Diamond C' . 
-Tlw smaller c,lubs of the We"l cem 
tu he growing at an aceel rated Talc 
now thai summcr i arriving. MOf;\' 

or them are looking ror :;ailplancs 
to supplement those thl~Y already 
han". One of Uw ncwer clubs i also 
ClIlt' of lh· most acti\'e-the Santa 
Harbara Soaring Clul>- spark plug· 
g d by Helcn and Graham ThomsoJl 
and Bob Carlson. alllon'" other",. Mo:'1 
of lhl"ir l1lellll)f'rs arl' alrcadv chec-krd 
out in thp club TC,..2. COJl~litions ,I, 

round Santa Barbara hold great pTO' 

mise for the futurp. ~ aves have bet'n 
spollcr! with as many as nine lenllil's 
l'xlending out o\'t'r the ocean. 

p,~aking of thl" Thompsons. the 
rU-5 is Hying again after a winter 
'pent ill I{ay Park r', earl'. He com· 
pl·tf'ly slrippt'd and rt~ovcrcrl the 
ship and filled a new one piecf' an· 
opy. He al 0 coven:d I1le fus luge 
\ ith fiber i!la s and the whole . bip 

is filii shed with an "off whit " laeqllcr 
and dark Ted trim. H.ay's worbnan· 
hip i. (; clainly lhat 1 an arLiBt. 

Another ship read, -for lhe flying 
this season is the Prue 215 belonging 
10 Harold Hutchinson. Hutch plan!'
"0 eon.cenl rate on eros, country fly­
ing. Harner Seh'idge (recently moved 
wesl hom the ull'ures in Vfiehigan) 
ha,' a 1·26 that is well·equipped lor 
any cOllditions lhl~ desert can oller. 
We'll he watching these alld olher 
West rn pilots and will k -eJ! you po:;t­
e I on their activities. 

Th re are a lot of new sailplalle~ 

hl:ing built on the W,~;;t Coast with 
lhe three kits h "in!! he most num­
erolls. pproximate slnti",tics are Ihir­
lpen Cherokee TT';; ten BC·12':;, IouI' 
1·26's. and "ven three Flying Plank. 
Bnt thl' IlIO"t inlere;;Ling ships arlO 
lht' one or lwo of a kind. John Bock 
is huilding Ihe l30ck I sailplane seen 
in tilt, al'l:ompanying picture. Thl"I'f' 

are II lot of interesting design lea· 
lures incorporated in thi: ship h) 
John. who .is an engineer in the con­
lTOG section of Duuo-Ias ircrafl. 
Wing span will lIe :34 {cPt with an 
aspect ratio of 11.3 and gross wl~i()'hl 

of 50 11>5. The basic structure i" 
24 . T alulllinnm with about 60% 
fabril' covered surface and the re­
ll1aindt~r aluminum skill. Performance 
l" -pe 'ted is an LID "o\,('r 20" at 50 
mph. minimum sink of :~.:) ll./scc, 
al ·15 mph, stall al :38 mph, red line 
at 125 mph, and Limit load fat:lors 
or + 6 g and - ·1. g. The scheduled 
completion date js early 195H. 

Dick Eldredgl\ another ))ougla;; eu­
gilleer. hn" desiglll'd till' nooe and 
he and Jane Harn:v an' ("aeh buildin!! 
onl\ Dick is a proj;mwnt of miniall\r~' 
;;ailplallps and the BOOC i~ plaJlIlcd 
lo weigh .'{oo to :)60 Ills. gros with 
a span of :-32 feel. It is a pod and 
boom type with stel'l lube pOtl tru('­
lure and fiber rr)ass sllper:;tTucrure, 
Tlw e'pecle(l maximum L/D is over 
~) with mini lI1nm sink around 2.:1 

(Conclnded 0/1. Par;e 3S) 

John Bock's originol de$;gn Fuselage and empennage nearing completion. 

29 




