
~pl~cial ""ellt ()('culTed 011 Jun" 
Slh al tlw clmeiJ:er Aircraft ;orp. 
plant in Elmira. ~. y, ili' lhl' C .. , FIR ST SAILPLANES 

ir Force r:adem~- accepted delin'J"I' 
of the fir~t of ~('Il~ral sailplane~--a 

Sclmcizer 2·22 Iraincr and a 1-26B 
high performanc(: sailplane-fur in­
troducillf!; motorless flight to Cadet~ 
of the L', ". Air Forc(' ('adem)' at 
Oem',cr. Colorado. 

r:l'cplall(,(~ for l"Iw Air FOrf'e ('ad­
cmy was by Major ~ illiam F. Fuchs. 
OfTicl'r ill Charge of Cadet Soaring at 
thl'~ Ac:ad(·my. '!\Iajor Flll'hs wa" 'ar:­
l'ompaninl by Capt. William Bowlev. 
P.LO.. L1, S. l\lilitalT Acaderll al 
West Point. noth la:ior Fnch", and 
Capl'. Howky are l:xpl:ric'll ''Cd glider 
pilob and l':',pn's~"d pleasure Ihal 
~ailplarll's \\,('r(' lo 1)(' user! ill fazniliar­
izill)! Cadd" with Ihis basic form of 
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be!!iJJllrr or \'xlH'ricncl,d pilol. ap­
ahl' Jf lIi:rht Il'rformance that p 1'­

mit -oaring ulldC'f light IberzlIal 1,;011­

diLioll I Ill' '1-26B I)(;"~"",,es l',-cdl'1I1 
fl uick·lu l"Il inl! dIU racleri.,;li('.:' and 'an 
he readily towC'd b~' aulo. \I-inch or 
lio'ht piaUf'. fn the opinion of pilot" 
\\'ho knol the 1-26R. it is an eay-lo­
n)', slable sailplane thaI I!i\'c' "Darin)! 
at ils be,'t. 
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Maior Fuchs appraises the first Schweizer 1-268 for the Air Academy, 

flight. Suaring rl'mol'('" exlraucou~ 

far'lors ;;1I('h as vihration, llOisl' and 
lorrlne of powered aircraft and Itot" 
tlH' pilot cxpfril'ncl' Irul' Ilyin)Z, 

ccordinp.: to ~Iajor Fnchs, soarin,!! 
ht'~an al tIll' cach'my lasl year wlll'n 
a gronp of ofliccrs formcd ll1l' Fal­
con Clidcr Club and purchast'd a 
Sdlwt·izpr 2-22. Thf "hip ha~ I)(-'cn 
uSl·d during the lasl vear to intro· 
dUCl' a limtll'd nUl1lbl"~ of Cadd,.; to 
~oarin!! whic:h will IJC'CO!TII' a "ched­
uled p~rt of the curricululll lhis ~um· 
mer. Carlet~ will al"o hal'c lhf' oppor­
tunity of enjoyin!! ~oaring a" a port 
Ihrough the soaring' (·Iuh a' an exira 
curricular activily. 

Sailplane' of Lalcsl L> i~n 

TIH' rwl\' 1-2) plane, an: of bl('~l 

Schweizer design, espceially ('quiplwd 
wilh oxygen for high allitude soaring_ 
IWO-Wil\' radio. and IlPilr lhl~ familiar 
Air Fo'rc:e c:ol~rfnl marking" on Illl' 
fuselage. Tlll'v an' eflil'it'nl sailpblll"" 
of metal conslrudion. Single plal,(,. 
t'asy-lo-f1y. ils. basi(' design gil'l's e:-.­
(Tllent pl~rformanc:-e wilh maximum 
~a(ety. A LIO·foot wing span llIake~ Ih(' 
I-2GB complelely praclit'al for ·jth(-'r 
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Tile 2·2:2A, a lwo-place lrailler. can 
be laullched b) eillll'r alllo, winch 01' 

uirplam' low, Because of light wing 
loading ami posse""ing perhaps lhe 
;;afp-t aero·dvnamical featlln'~ of anv 
sailplane kn~wll. thi", Schweizer dl;­
"igncd nafl. makes all ideal ship for 
eil.hlT dual I.rainill:r or sport flyirqr. 

In spite of the fad lhat sky- 'ailiug. 
~oarinl:;' motorles,.; flighl 'all il whal 
1"011 will. i" nut lIew_ man\' pilot~ of 
flOwer airnaft who have ne\'e1' H \111 
a mutorl ..~ plane, expl'l'SS surprise at 
thp plJwpr of air drafts alld "UIT nl:; 
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whic:h are th(-' mot ivai ion for sail· 
planes. I\alure's power i" the factor 
utilized in the flights of thc~e molor­
Ie . :-hips. Significanl Iwrformanc:c 
recorel", han; heen made hI' till' 
o 'h\\'t'izl'l' 1-26 with the~e eX~:l'lIenl 
flights: Out-and·retu1'll 217 miles; 
"oal flight 195 mil s; distance 279 
miltos: 100 km Iriangle :-\1.9 mph; 
altilud· :n.:-\Oo feet: un I duration 
nearly 8 hour '. Thro;lgh this type of 
performance Cold and Diamolld "C­
Soarin~ ward" have heell won 1)\, 
1·26 pilot",. . 

PI·I)~r.:~~ Rc'nl" Will Be Waldwd 

The re;<lIlL~ of lhis lirst program of 
soaril!" trailliw" for ir Cadds will 
Ill' wa[eh('d l'a;edy by all interested 
in Ihe [ullin' uf avialioll. Soarillg (>n­
lhll.',iasl.- ha\'e Ion!:! ad\ocall·d tht, 
practiral>ilit\ of a p~'ogram of soaring 
in interfsling and lraillillg the youth 
uf merica ,ill a\-ialioll. Now. thi", 
('arli(>:;l form of nying is lwing illlro­
duccd al our most modern flight 
training l'l'nter-thc "\Vesl .PoinL of 
lhc ir'·, the Air Forep Acadl'mv ;11 

Delll'!'r, Culorado. 

Photo: elmira Star· Gazette 

The Air Academy's firs' 2-22A takes off on an acceptance flight, 

·SA 'ongralulales both the Air 
Forcr and chweizl~r Aircraft Corpo­
ration on thi' step forward for soar­
ing. A grl'al pot 'ntial for the expan­
"ion of llll' 'port pxists in the Cadets 
who are exposed to soaring at the 
Air 'adem)'. ll1['y gradnate and 
are assi2ned 10 bases around the '. S. 
and 1.11l~ \Iodd till')' can l'aeh he ex­
Ill'Cled to 1'01'111 the nucleus of nC\I' 
..Inbs. Their support in othn ways 
will al'o be felt after their military 
care rs are further along or Iber have 
rNnrnco 10 civilian life. 
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