
DIAMONDS
 
IN HE SKY
 

On Sunday, Mar 19.1957, IIl'uther 
and l:irculllstanccs wen: :-uclt a" to 
permit a sailplane goal flight national 
record altclllpt from Hi"hop Cali fornia 
to E"ealante. Ctah bv a I'omhination 
of wave al;d II1l'r~al soaring. I· 
though th alternpL \l'a' not ,;llf'cess· 
ful, thi" flight did f'arn for me the 
final two kg,; of IllV Diamond C 
badge. Tn relrOSpeCJ. ~thi,; flight wa. 
not a grfat aehic\'elllcnL hecause the 
pos::iihilil ie~ were not exploilf'(1 to the 
fullpst extenl. HOIl'ever. it s('rvp" as 
un indication of the ;'ecorrl fl.ight,; 
\l'hich are possible under mdeor~log. 
ical ('onditions similar to IhMe (>xisl· 
ing on this partienlar day. 

Saturda\~ l'n~ning. the current IVaVI>' 
soaring d~n !!'alh;'rrd at I)i.,;hop for 
the ritual of 'raiting for till' "\ av<:'.'· 
f{oger H.uch. Bob Sdllwlker and SH'n 

nder;;on had drivpn the lon~ road 
from Los Angeles. and 1, fro'rn San 
Diego. '\V(~ IITrl' then' on the klsis of 
all nwri 'an idinc lI'ealJIlT fon'· 
cast for a lee \I'<1I'l~ ('ondition from tlt,-, 
Si('>rras ou Sunda. II had made Ihl' 
trip sev'ral timf';; before, only 10 Iw 
disappointed. and Il'ere IH'ginning to 
Ilond('r if thl" "Hisllop \Va VI'" wen' 
onlv tllf: farew('I! o'estur(' of Bob 
Syr;lOn::i as 111~ d(~parlecl aflC'l' an un· 
,;ul.:('e5."ful wef'kt>llll. 

On Ihis particular eVt'ning, how· 
!'\'t'1', llll~n' \Ia, an air of l·onfide"I'!'. 
ILwas raining II'herc~ 11'(-' II'c're in th(' 
OWf'ns Valin' t'a,L of Lh,' Si\'rra~. and 
lhrouL':h hol;~ in th(, O\Prc'a~l. len· 
ticula'rs in tl~(' moonlight lI'ere 01'· 

,'a,ionallv \'i!:ihlp. Th(, c'Old front was 
l'Xlwl'ted' to pass moving soulheast 
during llw night, and the winds alofL 
Il'ere >xpectecl Lo rpl11ain aligned par· 
alkl to the fronL (or 1110 t oJ ,~undav. 

This 2<:10°.260° .lin'elioll W~L pe~'· 
pcncli('ular to the 'il'rra Bange, ideal 
for crealin.g a [pe \I a\'c. Boh and veil 
were plalH~ng to 11)' Boh's Sehweiz,'r 
1-26, and Dukl~ 'lancu'o had may;· 
nanilllously loan "d III his Schw iz('l' 
1·2~-) for the OCCas.iol. 1{00' r. an 

meriean Airline" pilot was ~hid 
II'eatheTman. statistician and cre\l­
mall. Both sailplanes hac! prl'ssurp 
ox. o'en breathing systems in Lalled. 
a"d were otherwise 'TJecially quip. 
p d faT high altitude flight. Wilh an· 

ti"ipati II. we lIo7.<'d ofT in our sl"l"p' 
ill'Y O'Pllr, 

Sunday dawlIl'd bright and ckar. 
1\0 1(~nliC'Ldar' II E're visible. hut a cap 
dour! all the ierras. ani bunches of 
r II c1oud.s forming and di. ipat-ing' 
downwind or Lh,' peaks rrom Lorw 
Pine to Crowler Lake. WtTe indica· 
tiou:- that a Ie,·: \l'an was in e.·i~l· 
"l1ce. Ol'er a hnrried brc'akfast. \Ie 

rliscu,;.-ed the IH)~sihililie:; 01' a dis· 
lance l1i£hl oll·nwind. east from th' 
"Bishop ~\Vavf'." ThlT'e app('arr'cl to 
lIe good po~ ihilitif'S of ell,'ountc'rill~!' 
othrr warc~, and \l'e surmi Td thal nn 
unstable air ma~" hehind lhe cold 

froIll would pI' vide tnrific IIH'rlllal 
,oarin!! lal(~r in the day, II imnw· 
diatc> ~alilo n1l'riCall 'irlines wl'alb· 
('r \ erifll'r1 lhat \Iille! were ,'Orrer-l 
for 1·la\'(-~ al'li\'il\, FlIrtherlllorp. ther· 
mal lril!!!('rinl!' 't,'mperalllre i;l La~ 
V('gus II as pX/H'('ll'd 10 hr' renc'fwd 
al 7 :00 a.Ill.! 

Whill' II' 1uelllhied tlw ship.-. '[ 
c nsirl red the pos i hili til'. 'ilh 
plenty or 1I10rai upporl from Roger. 
II ho had himseU been l:ontpmplaling 
'ur-h a flight, 1 finall r rlceillr I to 
make a goal f1ighl record allf'll1pt to 

E calant', ltalJ. ':'om' [01'1\' miles ea"l 
of Bryc' anyon _ alional Park. 
Roger upplied the uece:ssary map;; 
anlI therm inl:e 1 was originalh' 
"lanuinO' only a local wave flight. anrl 
had not COITIP prepa r rI, 

Th ·2h \I ith Sven aboard IH;calll" 
ai.rborne behind Bob 'ymons' Super 
eu" at 9 :05 A.1\'1.. PU 'T. and was 
~oon o(-f low and in lift o\'\:r Ih,' 
S;ITra". report ing SO() to 1.O()!) fpm, 
I IUrIIl'd UI1 tilt' harograph, got wrap· 
JH·fI up in a parachute, oxygeu anc! 
radio ,'quiJll1lcnl. and finally the 1·2~ 

sailplalw, and was in tlH~ ai I' at 9 :35 
,;',,1. Field plenll ion is U)OO Ieel asl. 

Takt~ofT and elimboul wa~ to the north 
to ahout UJ,O()() feel asl, where WI' 

turned southwe,;t toward Covote Peak, 
TllrhuklH,(, lI'a,; mild con;pared tu 
what I 11'<1, ex-peeling. \VI" e1imher! he· 
sid(~ roll cloud:; forminL( at 12.0()() 
fer-!. and ]'(,1(,,1."(' was maJ'(~ in ~mooth 
lI'a V(' Ii fl at 1:·t500 feel. 2 mil s west 
or (ovate Pc'ak. Rale of climh was 
-00 fl;m initially. diminishing to IOO 

fpm al 20,()O() f 'Pl. ndersou abo 
reportf'r! (J\'er the radio diflicuJty in 
gl~lI iug aho\'e lhis Il'\ el. P lIf'trating 
1'll\lind, or "a(~king 0(-]' to Ih(' ea,.t 
pro\ ided no irnrrovr~mf'nL ,0 lh(~ ",Jow 
rate or 'limb was endurl'd. At 25,OO() 
[eeL I made a dOlI nwincl lurn. anel 
mOl'ed into 700 rpm lift. I s'lI'itehed to 
100 per ('('nt oxygen at 28,000 Ief'!. 

plugged in my elc~clric socks, put on 
n y gol vp, and closed the \'('nt. MI' 
nnop)' iJTlrnediatel~r (roslC'c1 excepl for 
Ihe pacp,; where I had doubk win-

SOARING 

Sterling Storr preparing Mancuso's 1·23 for his wove flight at Bishop, California. 

12 




