
A SUMMARY
 
On the Meeting of the FAI 

REPORT
 
Gliding Committee 

at St. Yan, Franc~ 

1. Tht'fe wefl' present at this mel't­
1II.~ : 

A. Gehriger, President (Switzer­
land I. P. A. Wills. Vice President 
(Great Britain), R. Cartier, Secretary 
(France). H. Wolf (Austria)' A. Stas 
De Richplle (Belgium), M. Tauler 
(Spain), L. Welch (Great Britain). 
J. Economides (Greece), L. Varkonyi 
(Hungary), r-. Nanini (Italy). H.E. 
V.M. Schwing ("Jetherlands). E. 
Stanicwski (Poland). J. Matejcek 
(Czechoslovakia), V. Novak (Czecho­
slovakia), Y. KanSli (Turkey), H. R. 
Gillman. Director General. FA I. 

Present also as obsprvers wen' 
.\Tessrs. A. de Langp and C. Slikkpr­
\eer of a.S.T.LV. 

2. The Presidcnt reportpd that as 
a result of thp rc('ommendation of thp 
committee, Dr, J. Kupltnpr had be('n 
awarded the 195G Lilienthal Medal at 
the FAT General COnFefl'Jl('(' ill Vi· 
('nna. 

:\. Formalities 'J{'('essarv for the re­
entering of a glider into it~ ('ountry of 
origin aftrr a cross country flight 
which ('rosses international boundary 
lim's were discussed. The Chairma;, 
explained that in Switzerland thq 
had found a solution by adopting a 
special document. which is accepted 
by the customs. He promispd to send 
copies to thp FA T for circulation 10 
the clubs. 

.J" As a result of Ihe LS.A. recom­
mendation Ihere will be no separate 
Championships for single and two 
seater gliders. Only one World Glid­
ing Champion will be namt'd. A two­
seater carrying two persons may com­
pete but if it should win, only the 
Chief Pilot will be awarded the title 
of World Gliding Champion. 

5. The possibility of a restricted 
('lass of single seater gliders for use 
in the World Gliding Champiomhips 
was discussed. Boris Ci jan and Lorn!' 
Wekh prt'spnted papers defining cri­
tpria for such a class. It was decided 
to ask OST.J.V. to study the prob­
lem and recommend rules, using the 
following as a general basis: 
A.	 General 

Obtaining a good performance 
glider which will be both cheap 
to build and to operate and main· 
tain. There should be both ob· 
ligatory and recommendpd parts 
10 the specifications. 

B.	 Obligatory Specification., 
These should be as few and sim­
ple as possible so as not to restril'l 
progress. 

C.	 Recommendation.l 
These might ('over such items as: 
a.	 Rapidity and ease of assemhlv 

and dismantling. 
o. Braking flaps.
 
('. Fixed landing gear.
 
d.	 Chpap matPrials of ('onsl [lW 

tion.
 
('. Ease of construction.
 
f.	 Full airworthiness ('prtiticate. 

including spinning qualities 
and flight in cloud . 

At the Championship Contest an 
International Jury would be appointed 
by the Gliding Committee to inspel'l 
the gliders and award a trophy best 
fulfilling these conditions. Tht' Glid­
ing Committee will draw up proposed 
texts of alterations to Section 3 of lhc 
Sporting Code nt'cpssary to implpment 
such a plan and forward Ihem to th(· 
Clubs [or <'Omment. It is not planned 
to introduce this type of restriclt'd 
glidf'r in the 1958 Championships. 

G. Rules for cloud flying in several 
of the member countrit's were dis­
cussed. In SwitzprJand a strip of air 
spaee 10 km wide on either side of 
the established air routes is forbiddrn 
to glidrrs under no visibility condi­
tions. On Ihe other hand blind fl yi ni! 
is free in all the remaining airspacp. 
By agreement. the Swiss Military Air­
('[aft avoid flying in eumulus elouds­
leaving them free for glider use! 

[n Great Britain also, gliders haH' 
Full freedom 10 fly in douds outside 
the established air routes. They feel 
that the dangt'r of collision with other 
aircraft inside cumulus douds is slight 
for it is usual for powerrd aircraft 10 
go around rathrr than through them. 
The British Governmrnt does not re­
quire ai rworthiness ecrtifieates for 
gliders nor licells('s For glidf'r pilots. 
instead they gin" the British Cliding 
Assoeiation the responsibility of rpgu­
lating gliding and maintaining safetv. 

7. Mr. Gillman. tIlt' Ceneral Se~'­
retary of FAJ. statpd that Ihe FAI 
furnished for the World Champion­
ships at 51. Ian. nine plaques; one ill 
gold for Ihe World Championship 
Single.place Winner. one in sill'pr for 
Ihp second place. one in bronze for 
Ihird plaep: t\\'o plaqut's in gold for 

the winning Iwo-fJlan' ere\\. [HO ill 

silver for thr ('[rw placing second. 
and two in bronze for third place. 

The Committee decided that in thr 
future there would only be threr 
plaques. a gold onp for the World 
Champion, a silver and bronze for 
spcond and third places respectively. 
Diplomas will be given to the pilots 
finishing in the fourth to tenth places. 

8. The Committrc decided that the 
World Championship Rules should in­
corporate a rule requiring the ap­
pointment of an [nternational Jury 
during each World Championship 
Competition. As a rrsult thp followin!! 
article will be added to Article 15: 

A.	 Thp running of the Competi­
tions will he in the hands of a 
Committee of Stewards ap­
pointed by the organizing ]\(1­

tional Aero Club. 
R.	 Any matters in disputp. othn 

than thosl' concerning the or­
ganization of the Championship. 
raised during the Champion­
ship, shall be submittrd to (1 

Committee composed of one rep· 
rrspntative from each eountn­
taking part in Ihe Champio~­
ship. The representative shall be 
pither a mrmbrr of the FA 1 
Gliding Committee or a Team 
.\Tanager. provided the lattn is 
not at thr' same time a partir'i· 
pating pilot. This commitlf'(' 
shall bp presided OH"r by a rep­
resentativp of the organizing 
National Aero Club. 

9. The Committee decided that. in 
the fUlurf', the organizing Aero Club 
For the World Championship must 
submit its fJropost'd regulations for 
the Competitions to Ihe FAT Gliding 
Committee for commrnts and ap­
pruval. Immediately following thp 
Committee Meeting thp FAl was asked 
to invite all National Arl'O Clubs to 
submit fJrofJosals for the 1958 Cham­
pionships. Thp following questions 
must be answered: 

A.	 Will the organizers be ablp to 
set asidp onp wrek For train­
ing? 

B.	 Can Ihey lend gliders. trailers 
and automobiles? 

C.	 Will thp tpam be housed at thf' 
sile or elsewhere? (The former 
is preferrpd) 

I).	 What will b(, Ih(, financial ('on­
ditions? 

E.	 What facilities will be provided 
For the O.S.TJ.V meeting? 

F.	 How manv gliders will op prr· 
mitted? 

C.	 Road conditions for retrieving? 
(C"ntinued on Pa~e 29) 
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