
Iv tn Utl<I He! pt>rllus",iull to IIS.­

II,willg Fi,'Jt! 'for Ih· Ip t. TralTIl' I"I~TH UNIQU ADVE lURES hl'a\ y tII rf'. alld /10 glider~ h:ld op 'r· 
all'cl from the' Geld ~inc,' h fore LlIl' 
\\ ar. hUl I rallrd lh' t weI' anu ask/' IOF A 1-26 
if I ('ould use 011 . of Ihe laxi\\'avs. 

I, ' I'ETEH 

III the ft;1I ~horL 1l101lth~ of it~ e:\.· 

i~tell'~c. 111\' Sdll1eizn }·26 , 'SIY, 
ha:- ha'd a' ralh,~r illtf'r,,~till;r I'LUl'er. 
To be;rin II ilh. Lhe dOli II pa~'nll'nl all 
lh,' kil eall1\:' frolll a rallwr 1I1111~lIal 

~ollrcc nn insuranl'I> " mralll>, Thi" 
lI'a~ the re~1I11 of my ha\'illi! I>eell 
1'1111 dOllll 1)\· a "'II' IIhil", lax\rill~ all 
'\'('ronl'a (.:-i' airplall" 011 thl': ai~p(Jrl 
aL Arlilli!toll. Wa,hillgloll, I OAR· 
I\C. \lO\,·j)L'(", 1954. (-'agl' 22,) 

Lalf'r all. a~ ll'lf' kib !I0l inlo pl'll' 
dll('\ioll. I lalldl>d a lIiq" frl'f'·lalll'" 

II rilillg job that Ila~ \Iorlh jusl :lbolll 
tlw dilTen'lIl'e hel weell lhe I'Olllpll-I,' 
kil alld a 5l"lI1i·(-illi"hl'd fartory joh. 
This UPI'UI'llillit)· 10 ,L'~ 'ap' some 500 
hOllr:; of ~lIop work \1\' pUlting ill 
~omethillg 0\ l'r 100 al llll' l)"pl'writt'l' 
II a~ too good an opporlllllitl to pus" 
II p. ~u I challged Ill, order. 

The "if! nail' \\"a~ dl'liH'lTd 10 llll' 
~hop latl' ill JUlle, 1955. alld lI'a" 
prompll di~IIIanLll'd ~{) Ihat Ilw ,~lidl'l" 

wilhill could he adlllirf'd, I'ollo\\"ill~ 

Ihis, llll' i!lidl'r II a~ hUIlt-!- lip ill lh',' 
rafter" to ~f'1 il oul Ill' till' II a\·. alld 
there il re~laillcd 1'01' rwarly a ;·~al'. I 
was a/war_ goin~ to )!l'1 at it "1It'\.l 
II (Tk." Ill' al Ih," mosl. "llt' I 
mOllth" YOII kllOIl hOIl Ihos!' lhill~~ 

JANUARY· FEBRUARY, 1957 

Inspecting Pete Bowers' new Schweizer 1·26A before its first Right at Beeing Fie/d, SeeH/e,
 
June 29, 1956, are Il to RJ Peter M. Bowers, CAA Engineer Vern Gardner, CAA Safety
 

Agenl Ed leach and CAA Salety Agent Berf AvereH
 

l!U, Finally. II ith lhl' 1956 \orth\I'":-1 
'1l1ll'l'llati ;Hd me"t I ~s than t\\'o 
1I1011lh~ awa). 1 hault>dlhe ~hip d \In 
and !!OL to work on it. Thi!< wa~ mo:o:l· 
Iy a night·time pI' jed. lhallk" to lht' 
de.mand~ of thl' regulaT j b. (Jtll 
prujecls. and week·elld Hight in'tn... · 
lion kUlei parlil'ipation ill n rmal glid· 
,'I' 0lwrali !\'-. 

Finullv. on JlIlH-' 29. th,' fav beIol'l' 
Ille m Tl: Ihe 'hiny rt,d·alld·\I!;il,·1·2() 
was read). I lo k 'a clu olT from \\ ,)rk 
f I' t~lf', .A insrpl'lion und f1igbl 

dt'IllOIl"lraliun h(-'l'au~(' lilt' C \A d(),'s 
lIol \\ rk UII lI't'ckend",. Thl' ilrp ('. 
lioll \\as 110 I rohleru. hul lilt' flighl 
d{,lll nstration \\ a". This ('Otllt! nOl bl' 
:lr idl'd. sinn' tht> ircraft spccifiea· 
liull ill lA. '" "0 k::- ~Ialt'd that kit· 
bllill 1·:26·~ lwd lo dt>nJ 115lrale Highl 
.. haral'leri ... tic".. lim' had he 'll m~' t· 
h fadon'-huilt. hut \la~ t'llou!!h of a 
I;Ollll'-hllill h\· CAA 5Ialll'brd; 10 n'· 
quire Iht, flil!bl d'moll::,lralioll, 

\Vitlz Ihl> regular ):!lidt'rporl 0\ "\ 
.-0 mill,,,, from to\1 II pn'sl'nling IH' 

I'robh·JlI. alld Ill' n,' d to get 5e\-enll 
,r lit· "'Ude ~(\lIg lo~ellwr ()/I ;I 

lIorkilig c!a~ 10 hplp lI'ilh til(' lIi~ht 
lip ration prl'::'enling ;lIIoth'r. I (-ii!' 
,"'pc! thai il wflllld ht· \\orlll Ill(' p(Torl 

T 111)' :,urpri't:,. th> 'hief opemior 
turned ul 10 Le an uld glider hand 
who va~ quite illtere~lf'd ill thp proj· 
ed. He told OJ(, to u- the main 
I(),OO ·foot rUlllI a, and that Ill' 
II auld SUlci Ollt a radio ('(1r Iu 1'0· 

ordinate' the opl·ration. 

Th,' "h ip II as ·ct up c:lrl y 111 lhl' 
11Iornillg: for till' in.:pection. and a 
liml' IIU. "t>1 for som, of Lhf' boy" 10 
"lip O\lT fr III work fur lhe- f[if!hl 
I)pfratioll. The ill 'pec'lioll \\'a on 
itpll1~ lhal had .Iipped by m' 011.11 
ilbpl'l'lion !;pcallse of Iwill;! hall' 
a·lp p as Lbe n'.ull of :111110 'l a ~olid 

1I!'l'k or l'a.lling it a night at 2::>'0 or 
.).) u.rn. 

All Iltal wa~ rt',!uired ill ll!l' Iliuht 
dt~lI1onstrali()lI II'U~ proof of ('ollt;·ol. 
abi-l-ily. ~o I al'ran!!l'd 10 rnakr' 1111' 
11;0 i~1I' lo\\s Iwhi~ld mv car. 011(' 

dOli II 1111' rllnlla . and nl' ·bal'k. usin!! 
a 175·foOl lo\\' ·rope. This o'H~ralio;, 
wa~ ,anehl'iched in bel II e,'n B-52 jd 
b mlH'r lalldilll!.' and takeoff..- \\ ~th 
am zini! result!', TI!I' lir"l anI' was 
made righL afl,'r Ill' £·52 h:ld land· 
I'd and another had I,Lk"1I off froll' 
Lhe :-ame rUl1\I"1\'. \YiLh lhe wind al· 
lIIf)~L c.:alm. I g~l the 1·26 into Ihl' 
air qui kly. and h ,ld it I WI1 until 
I lI'as pa"l a photo" raph r who wa~ 
,talioncd at the :.'ide of tlJ(' runllay. 
l\.ftpr tho l, I pulled up to the lop of 
Lhe rope and relea5ed about lOOO 
[eel dowlI the rllllll'ay, n5in}! sllrplu~ 

"IW('d to reach a lop allilud,~ of 200 
fed. 

I Ihi~ altilude, I. ~Larlt,d a f II' 5· 
lurll to feel 0111 Ihe ..'onlroI5. Eyen-· 
lhin~ f('lt linl', IltlL when r looked ;11 
Ihe instrUIl1l'nt !Janel, T II-as surprised 
lo find that 1 "till lwd t'h,; :;ame alti· 
Iud. fln Oyinl"' .lraight ah ad for 
11 bit while tappin<Y tit altimetrr, I 
. T1LL had thl' .~am,· altitude. 1'hl' 
r€'a,OIl wa -oon appan'nl-thE' tll'O 
13·52'5 had hpatl"d the runway wilh 
lhl'i I' j 1'[ bla:.'l:;. ~lI1d the hpat tllat hacl 
Iwell ab~orbed I,,· lhl' ('Onerl'lp Il'a: 
11011 hf'ing relea:.'~d iu l!lt; form of a 
101\u- thin thermal that Il'a~ ke 'pin~ 

Ill" airbol"lll' fur beyoud my "XI)(' 'INI 
laudilli! poillt. \0\1 thal I realized 
what the scon' lI'kb, I triN! for all 
llll' luslaul-e I could U'l't. and luuch('d 
dllllU olll\' 1000 fl'd short of Ilw I I' 
('lIe\ of lill' r\lllll'ay, a ,;traighl·ahead 
:r1ide of ,oon f~el frolll a rl"lea~,' 

Ltllilude of 200 f 1'1. fOlty-tO'OIlI' OIl 

((~l/nlill{lf'd 1/11 P(J~(' 28) 
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