
I llib ufT on my fiful and highl:'~1II ell Ilia e flight. \\'T(, h'adpd on'r 10 tl'll'DIAMO D mountains and up Bi:;hop Creek Can'
 
yon when' th('r(' \1 a;; a brr~ak in tilt'
 
line of roll cloud. I can ll'11 an\'u)in~
 

thal YOU II ant 10 knOll abo~Il I h·(·
 
ruck" in that (·anvol\. bl'('aUSI' I \\'as
 

hy I{OIlEnT E. BROW1\ Lowed close ('llou~'h to ~ep thl'rl\ in
 

NUMBER 8 
I sat at my \I'ork bench ill tlw in, 

"trument "hop at. :'Iorth merican'" 
flighl tpst hangt'r in Los An1!elh. It 
was about 1 :00 a.m. when I Iward 
Lhl' company plant' rl'lurnini! from a 
flight Lo _,Iul·oc. The telepholle ranI! 
ill the operations olficI' allCl .I heard 
fooLstpps on thl:' stait '. Fran Muller. 
the company pilot, an uld time /Zlider 
"uider, bnrst into LIl(' room and said. 
"HI' kid, the weather bureau just 
called and said thaI there wuuld be 
a 51rong wan' by da wn aL Bishop. 
Cd your gear and let's go. 

.J IIsL aL Lhi:; moment my cousin (a 
non·gliding type) came into the shop. 
I-Ic was rclurtling home from a date 
.\IId had jusL slopped in to say hello. 
"Sorry bUL I hay n't. Lime to talk now. 
Ilarol~1. We are ofT for Bi"hop aoain." 
l said. He decided to go alol~!! [or 
the ride, so w loaeled up my flighL 
p:rar and took off for Bishop. A" \\'(' 
climbed out over the ciLv Fran said. 
"Normally I wouldn't 'fly up thl' 
Ow('ns Valle)' on a night like this for 
all of the tea ill Cbina.:' 

By tlIP time \l'e got over the des('rL 
it was abollt 2 :00 a.m. ami all of tIlt' 
li"ht;, on the gronnd disaplwared. 
H~ry IICW 1110011 ·asl. just enough light 
1.0 outline the mountains on either 
sidl~ of thl' valle . A:; In' entclTd rhl' 
valley we nOlieI'd that tlw grounri II'as 
cover,ed by dusl pick d up hy Lhe 
wind blowing down ofT thp IIlllun· 
lains into the \'alley. \' I' were flying 
along OVN the center of the \'aJl y 

at 9,000 fed when till' ship 5uddenl)' 
dropped to 7.000 without givi'nl! anv 
prior nOlic('. Then all hell brok loos!'. 
The wind hud picked up ~ooner tllan 
the II'eather people had cxpccteri, and 
we wen' trapped in th' dark of night 
in thp OwellS Vt~lIl'V while ~, ·trol.li! 
lI'aVe sy tem II'as In progres:;, I he 'lIr· 
planl' hel!Hn to huck lik . a wild brOIl' 
('0 wiul a hurl' under the saeldle. \VI" 
headed for tIlt" Si('rra -'It'vallu 'Iou II· 

lail) , knowing Lhat the saresl direction 
II'a~ "UP." OI'PI" all of the nOlse I 
heard the sllapping: of chuLe buckles 
.lnd I looked back at my cou:iln who 
had just fini:;hed pUlling On the chutc" 
Lhat j wa' going to U~(' in LIll' sail· 
plam'. \ itl a Ileak ~mill' Ill' ..aid, 
''Just Ic'l nl(' knOll' Idwn its Limf' to 
Jump. 
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We pnlpJ-ed the wan' and goL a 
~hort hrealher while it ('arried us up 
10 16.000 feet with Ihl' ('ngilll' throl· 
tied hack. 1\ot having an\' oxygen all 
hoard we had Lo cui on"r into LIll' 
downdrail area Lo keep from I)('in~ 

('an·it·d Up any higlll'r. Finally II'!' ar· 
rived O\'er l1ishop. and after tIll' 
roughest rid. ev r, got down Lo aboul 
5,000 f(,l~L when' Lh air smootlwd ollL 
and enable I us Lo makl' a lIlOIT r 
le~s normal landing. When the air· 
plane rolled lo a ~Iop in frOlll of lh(' 
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hanger, 110 onc said a word. In the 
glow of the instrllltlt:nl panel I could 
,",el~ thai Fran actuallr had drop,- of 
perspiralion on hi~ forehead. 

I 'r \1 e quieted our nerve:; and p:ol 
Harol to lake off thl' chul.l'. we un· 
loadld the ship and "acked out in OIW 
of the cabin" on the field f I' Illlal 
II'as kft r the night. 

,Vh n dall n ('an t' it n'I'('akd Lhl' 
Sierra Wll\'e system i.n all o[ ils gl n' 
-Ihrr'e .-ta 'ks of lenLinJlar d nris and 
a big fal roll cloud \\'ell out o\'('r [hI' 

I'all y indicating a sLrong II an'. We 
roll'd out Ihe TG·:1 which Geor~,' 
Dilwrl so killlllv lenl to mI' lo maL, 
thl' II"uve flights'. We ehecked out: the 
radio ~ear and dltlrO'l'd Ihp oXV"('1l

~ 0 ~~ 

,;ysb-'m I'hieh was J'l'ally two '('parat(" 
s'sll,ms, aile rq!lliar "\',,Lem and an 
f'Jl1f'rgel1c}' ur rf'~ervp :;ySlern. 

I Langenhinll' and Boh Symons 
1ll'lpl~d [0 i'd thl' ship on tIl(-' lint'. and 
at last I \l'a."; finally read" to go. TIll' 
lI'in!!,;; II'('IT Il'n'kd und tllf' tall plall" 
slarted down Ilw rlln\l'~l\ al 9: 15 a.IIl, 

!!reat detail.
 
. rter dilllhing- Lo aboul 8,000 Jel'\
 
Ill' passed undn part of the roll 
cloud. TIll' B T lOll' plHlIl' n~arr'd lip 
on ils tail, and -.:talled. The T ;.:>, and 
I wenl alon~ for the ride. It lias im· 
possibiL, Lo keep the slack ani of Lhl~ 

lull' linf'. It was a big enuugh job just 
keel'in;r the p:lider behintl llll' LOll' 
plant'. 

~ c' linalh' L'nterr~c1 the lI'al'(' and I 
n'leas"d al i2.000 fpcI. ~ the "lIlooLh 
lifl ('arri(~d me alo[[ at a 'll'ad" rall' 
o[ climb of j .SOO to 2,000 [c';'\ P('1 

minute, T took back all of tllO"I' 1l11'an 

Ihing,..; 1 had ~aid to my~elf ahout thp 
tow piloL. t 22,500 [eel thf~ lifl drop­
ped off Lo abonl SOO fCI'l Ill,(, minutl'. 
\Vurkill~ mv wav ~()Ulh Loward~ LOllP 
Pill!' I 'nco;lIllel:ed 0 ~illk. thclI 1110\· 

ing up willd a bil 10 lind mo!'e li[t I 
found uormal siuk instead. ~o drift('d 
llal"k into Lhl' main part o[ lhl' Ilal'C 
and ~tru('k oul La thr' ·orLh tOI\ard 
Bishop. 

'\Oll': The followill;r para;rraphs 
an, ('opieo; of lIlt, nol<'. I madl duriu!! 
Ihl' actual lIi~hL. . 

OvC'!' I{i"h,;p al :~(),(H)U feel. slroll~ 
drift tu r:a:;t. IIP(' '"sarV Lo nab as 
thou;.dl rid,!!:l' ...;ourillr' lo'hold po~ilioll 
III WLl\"{'. 

OXYW-Il dlpck, sl.lflpl:- ukay, I'ITS' 
";lIre I>realhill~ 1101 a" r1i1l1cul.L a.- 011 

('arlin lliohl~' 
W: 15-=Bl(;ak ill II'al'l' J.s mill'S 

north of Bi"h0l'. II lift. altituc!(·' 2S.· 
000 feel. 

IO:5U 1\0 lift, 21.000 f('t'! "mooth 
al r. 

11 :(H)-IWl CH IH. down til ,g,. 
()OO fed. 
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