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naLionals Uwre \ I~U> t.l5 "jng!" plan'MORE planes, tW"llly·two of whieh w're 
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While showin!! pictures allhe 'no\\ 
Bird meel of Ill!' planes :;een at Ihe 
Inlf'rnalional~, ~oml' unns uul qlJl'~' 

lion~ wn askd, \Vh ther lit'" \\'a,; 
from a hlt'k of informalion aboul 
the IlIlnnalionals (dl'lailed reports in 
Sailplane and Clidin~, FlighL Swis~ 
Apro Rt'vue, Avia,;porl, nnforlunalel\' 
not a\'ailable lo Ihe average reacln 
o'SOAlUl\C) or an effort to bail m(' 
wa, nol ascerlairwd. Sinc~' Lhe impres. 
sion was aiven by Reen's in hi" ar· 
tieh., "Some Con;parisomi," Ihat th" 
'('t'xas . Jalionals far ouLh rll:" Ihe In· 
lernationak possibl, Ihi should be 
corre I(~d. Lei',,; 'Ial Ihal Texa' had 
",,;cellenl\\Tallwr for lhi;:; yC3I'"" 'in· 
lionak Jndging from Ihe Idler;:; puh· 
lished in "evl'ral place_, the :;pon:;or~ 

did a ~oocl jol and ('verYOne had a 
"hOl" lime. [ personally commend 
llH>m for Iheir original "exLra' 'cli· 
lion" of Spirals-a 'unique and eSCl'I· 
Ipnl idea. BUI why spoil it wilh a silly 
('oulpari,;on'? \Vhilt' "E. J." had hi" 
longn(' in hi. ch,'pkwhen lw \\'1'01(' 

lhal conlparison, many members of 
Illf~ .' .. ·.A. don't re 'oguizc Texa~ 

propaganda when tIll" ~f'e it. It Wa. 
fl'll. Ilt'('e:;sary to answer wilh this 
article for th'(> sake of our frieud~ in 
foreign ('ounlrie" wl1l're ;:;oarin~ rep· 
resl'nLs a tremendous interest com· 
pared 10 our pum PlIorl". 
Th~ TnlernaLionals in soarin!?: al'l' 

l'omparahk 10 lilt' Olympic' in 'othl'!' 
spor!.,;. HH\-jng ofIicialed in 1\ ,c. _ . 
,.;wirnmin;r l'hampionship' \\·hprp 
II'orld's 1'('(',))'(1:; aI'(' ol'l:a~ionally 

broke-no I \\oulcl Ilf\'('r think Lo l'on~· 
parl' these nw('[s with the Olvmpie". 
Thl' ('olllpdition iu tll(-' Olympil''' is so 
~reat thaL a world r('cord mighl 1)(' 
;"slahlislwd in ,'vn\' evellt l'xl'{:!)L for 
Ihe ·-teu"iou"· [v(:'r)" comp('lilor i" 
ouL to win and dOPSIl't cart' ahoul 
n·(·orris. 1\011 for soarin(!. 

Ld\ see hO\1 \OU would rate Ihe 
'('I>XHS \alionals ~dwn a fp\\' of the 
facts art' lisled. Tlwrt, wert' :,\0 eli~ibll' 

"in;.d(> placc planl's in Ihis year s i\'o· 
I ionak Ell'\l'n WI'n' flowu If pilol;: 
"Iill ""ckilli! thpir . 'ilver "C" ralin~. 
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man!! lhe Iull Ii t of 38 sinale pIar:£> 
plalleo' there were Lwo wilh l<lminar 
flow wings which "pc'm II) 1(' 111f' 

~l'nerlll trend in high performance 
,;ailplalle de,;ign at vn's nt. The 1'1" 

I'ent ational' were b!esiied \\-jlh ~ood 
wealhpr and fairly trong eondilion-', 
P\' n by Te.'a,.; ~landards. BuL IIH'.T 
"oudilion;:; required only straighl 1'1'0"" 

('OLlIllry Hying <I'; hard II" onl' could 
f!O. Apparent!y noL t'\. 'n doud f1yini! 
was n'qnircd, and IHl\il!Htion in Ilw,,(' 
\'a~t open 'paee,; was no probl 'm. 
Can .,Ou imagin whal II' uld hart' 
happened [0 mosl of Ihes(' pilols if 
Ihn' found Lhemse!n-.:; at a !!rcat 
hejghl, in a big 0 t"r-caslo 1'1' I~rri£il' 
1l10UTllain_ (~ep Wills' al'.(:ounl',. I.el'.' 
raL Ihe meel as on a If'vel with all 
K.LA.A. Swi.mming m~'el. in I·om· 
IlUri"on ,,·jlh Ill£' Olymrj('~. 

Photo: MocCready, Sr. 

The Yugoslav Meleor was probably Ihe highesl performance sai/plane 01 the 1956 Inler· 
national Soaring Canlesl. /I has a reported glide ralio of 42,/ 01 56 mph. 

laminar 110\\ win!!', naps, retractable 
whe Is, elc. Tb cosl f ~Ol1le was asLro· 
nOlrur;al. II 45 sin"le place planes 
were pil ted by ·hall1pion.· Or nea.r 
champions from 25 dill"renl coun· 
Lril", The wl'alher 'onditiolls were ex­
tn mely varied fnrm lremendous tur· 
bulencc 10 very, very weak. Every 
l p l1f pi! ting IITa,,; n:quir,ed of Lhe 
fJUots-clond H in" in lhnnderstor~ns, 
ridge soaring alon;r _heel' dif:Is (1,000 

[06,000 fr t hi,Yh wilh Ihf'ir lops III 

Ihc ovcrca~l. Wfi\'e ll}'illO' of ev I' 

type, al 11'" with Ibe' I' ~s·collnlry 
type of Oying Sf'f'n ill T'»\a,. In Iwo 
,'venLs all typps of flying 01' 'lIned at 
dillerpnt stages_ Tlwre is hUl Oil(' prize 
in Ihe"e 'onlest's, nalllrly lirst ']1lan'­
Ihe World Championship. Curiously 
('nough, olily an indi\'idllal can win 
Ihnl plan'. I:l is ('ounlry i" lW\'er or· 
ficially menli.oned. Do . on slill Ihink 
lhe Tl"xa. \Jilti nab I ~'n' on a par 
('oll1peLili elr \ ilh I.h Inl(,l'IIaliona""~ 

'ompe it ion,; in S laring cannot he 
comjlurt>d f>xcepl ill very i! neral 
terms. However, it i~ possiblt' to com· 
Jlilr(> thl' la. L rour [nl>crllalional. ill 
01J(' I' .'ped. namely in whaL will Iw 
culled "hooboos:' for wHnl of a bdll'r 
[('I'm. Th('~l: ar' mi 'lake~ lIud lIli -in· 
tprprf'laliolll< r rill ..,; h~~ off! 'isis, nol 
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