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Hemh('r oj IIII' l . ' '. Tpam. 19,-6 World Clid('r CompPlilion
 

Th . excellenl . c 'olmt· or the 1956 
W rld Coml Lition by Team Captain 
Barney Wiggin and by our World 
Champi 1 Paul Ia Cready. wlti..!1 
hay appt'ar d in tbe prc\'iou is~up~ 

01 oaring. leave litLle to the imap:i· 
nation in I' nputing wlIal \ a: for all 
of Wi an exciting and rt~wnrdinp; 

thr e w 'ck' of practice flying and 
compl>tition at t. an, Th, Jollo\I' 
ing narrative deals with lhl' u 'cidenl 
which Ii·f ,II m' un tbe [mal day or 
camp ,lil ion, wi III the l1l()nlh~ of ·ho~· 
pitalization whi h followd. and \ ith 
th many warm·hearted people whose 
friendship an I ~ympathy madf' lhi~ 

period ~o mueh ea~ier to bear. 

The lask, a race Lo t. uban, 
appeared to he a "Dod ('hoice. e 
would ha\'l~ to depend upon tbprmal 
soarin/l' for the firsl 100 miles 1". 

ancl upon reachirw the Dauphillt' Ip:­
we might np l'l to find lhc _amp 
strong ridg and standing wm'c up· 
dra[l~ that _.\' ral f u' had found 
011 a prc\'iou lIio-ht 0\' I' the ~ame 

monntaill' to ClIcr'. Th, 'am "ll'on!r 
northerly wincl. the \li"lraJ. WC1l:; I'l~­
porled.· fj'ld of I'umulu_ cxLpnded 
a::; far a' the )'e l;ould :l'(~ from 11](' 
ground at :t. Yan. The goal, Il( \1, 

vel', was I' ported to hl' c]('ur, and 
I' maincd all lay. 

I sdlled l'Omfurlahlv intu ~·ALNF. 

ch(~('king lurn gyro" and arlifi(:i~ 
horizon whil 'terling and Jim 
smoothed ap 0\'1'1' the gaps al lhl' 
rear of the 'anopy, Th sali.fying 
:oLlnd of accelcrating gyro II he L 
f II w('d. an I J tUnled both ~witl'h '::; 
ofT. le.:t Ihe rndio. a tunubl. fl" 

ceiv r kycrafters \"'~ich filLed .nugly 
helow the in"b'umcuL pan 1. Thi" 
checked out too. as alwav~. Jim was 
now busy ruI1lUll!! alon a 'the (i ft \··si:-­
[0 t spa;\ of l_'~lpia 1 ': II ,\\'-ood. 
co\·erecllaminar·now \I·jng._ rcmo\'ing­
lh last. tral'C~ of clu:s!. The tampl' 
towplan ta,·i.cl into j'ositioll. drug· 
;:,ring it towlin. re!ea e heck and 
all wa;; ready, inl. b' I. Thl' 
tarter ,,,a\'cd his flag. an Ion the 

graceful hip \Ias sliding Tt:>!uclunlly 
forward, fore and more peed, then 
a mall hump let liS hreak gr und, 

and the 'wkwardlll.!"· u[ hl'ing 
dragged atono: the ground wa- super· 
ceded by the quiet. taul r sponjyp· 
r 1',_ [(ljghl. 

r had b('('n f1) ing lIl' Olympia IY 
almost dai"r f I' near! a month and 
had be 'om;' \ cry fOlld [it. Besidc, 
a nice flal pial' wilh maximum ~lid(' 

ratio of ;)6 lo 1. it had excellent 
\'i ibilit. , v~'rY' :smooth handling quali· 
lie,_, and II trick. of anY' kind, Thp 
speed 'mel lightn S' of roll ('ontrol 
I had found particular!) impr' 'i\e, 
alld th _ (li\ (' brak '" werr phf'nOIllI'Il' 

Bill Ivons in the
 

Olympia IV, ready
 

for toke-off at 

St. Yon, 

Photo: Wolf Hirth 

lhe Engineering Uepartme.ut of .Con­
\air iu an Di'70, aud is an eJqwri· 
l'lIc; I glider pilot and pre:idellt of 
our lider dub. the AG C. Jim is 
('hip[ inspe 'tor at EniolL- of i\ewbUl'y, 
Lnc:;land, where tlw Olympia is pro· 
clue ,d. 1vl ... Horace Buckingham. l\o1all' 
aginf! Director 01 Elliotts, had ~eJl' 
l'rou Iy offered ml; not only the 10'au 
or LI\f' ~hjp hut the SI'l'\'il'l'S 01 Jim 
as 1'1'1'\\ man. T felt realh' forlunale 
ill hUling th o,f' two 0..0 r;:c\\mrll. To 
me. lIle' really, ignifiL'anl ll'am at a 
g-lidf'l" ('cHnlwlilion '" lluL the team of 

ally ('ffectin:. DlW ill lurge UJ('Cl"un' 
10 lit· ~l1perjur qualilie" 01" Ihi" :'hip. 
we \~crc nOlI in fifth pine' out of a 
. troup: field II 101'ty·fi\ ' -inglp pla('f' 
elltrie: from til' nt"sL\. ('oulllri :. ,\,p 
\\'ere fortunatc er;ou,.,h to hold this 
place in th final stan ling-. 

After a slu\\' ~larl iu which "'I' all 
h d to truggl 10 remaiu Up\\ inti f 
the airport while- trying lo ('Iimh to 
the rna. imum :;lartin!! altitude of 
1.000 m l riO. ,hip, I;l'gan 10 IIi\!' 
lltrou[!h. the 'tarlill[! lin . 1 SOOIl [01· 
I \1 (,d' suit. pint d lbe !lOS\:' of 
Olympia rv . ,E. nd radioed Ihi~ 

ne\l" to c1' \ 'meH ,terling ta.n and 
Jim CramTJ. \\"ho leI". all' ady s me 
mil _outh of St. an willi the ,ar 
(a Ford Ran 'h Wagon. which "i k 
G oeihart had I an d to me for the 
dnrntio,n of th, ('onte t) and Irailrr, 

, lerlin~ is au a:;soriate o[ mine ill 

Ililot" rrom a partir'ulal' )'f'giotl bul 
('alher. ll'll' Ipal11 of ai'll" pilot and hi" 
r-re.\llI1etl, \X'l~ wI're a li'(I1ll in lhl' 
full t ,.nse. 

'1 Itl'rlllal sl rength pro\'cd lo be 
(Iuite variahle Ulld indi\'iduallherma]s 
were hard to center, probably due to 
a ~lrong wind gradieJlt. [\ \'erlhelf'!'s, 
Ihere \I' Nt' 110 really light siluation~ 

L1lllil r reachecl the I{hone Valin 
~omewhat outh of Lv n. I had dOl ~. 
",orne cloud flyin:r (lefore reaching 
th· Rhone. and WUS able to get a 
i!00I! ,.,tarl acro_' the \'alley hy flying 
blind [or s vend mile5 in a cloud 
,,In'ct that led directly into the \ alley. 
Thi wa. at an altilude 1 about 
6,0 0 Ieet asl. From her on the 
going was difficult. 1 lost several 
thousand feeL I' preciou altitude by 
fl)'in~ crosswind to look for Ii ft under 
thr- prig£' of an irregular rnmulu dN'k 
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