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We of the Soaring Society of America can
justly be proud of the exemplary performance of
our outstanding American team, which demon
strated in France this summer the superior skill
and soaring technique required to win World
Championships. Even our distress occasioned by
Bill Ivans' injury only partially dims our sense of
high elation over the remarkable performance
turned in by our team.
In these United States, we are wont to bewail
our lack of subsidy, of the lack in appreciation of
government officialdom toward the soaring move
ment. We cite the policies of other countries in
which gliding and soaring is fostered as part of
their civil aviation programs. We decry our own
government's lack of enlightment. In a nation in
which wheat, butter, potatoes, and pigs are
propped up by subsidy, we yearn for a small
trickle from the public purse to enrich our own
favored cause.
Y~t, without any form of subsidy, or even
offiCial encouragement, we have achieved by our
own energies and national resources a greater
measure of progress than any other nation to date
can boast. The Schweizer Brothers in a free enter
prise economy have produced a line of commer
cially marketable sailplanes without peer in the
entire world. Thermal soaring was born in this
country over a score of years ago. Wave soaring
to altitudes above 40,000 feet is the product of
superior pilotage, meteorological knowledge soar
ing equipment, and the restless ambition bf our
own American pilots. They have flown higher,
farther, faster, and with greater regularity than
those of any other nation on earth, subsidized or
otherwise. We have the space, we have the ge
ography, we have the equipment, and we have the
ability to maintain leadership.
Perhaps one of the reasons for our present po
sition of emine:1ce is the fact that we are un
fettered by bureaucratic meddling. We are indi
vidually and collectively free agents. Except for
rudimentary federal safety regulations, we are
free to design, build, and fly whatever and when
ever we please. We are, within the framework of
our individual funds, masters of our own destinies
We can, in short, be individualists. That is a
precious heritage. And it pays off.
Some of us profess grave concern over the fu
ture of soaring in America. Because we can't fore
see the future, we imagine it to be strewn with
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hazards and peopled by hobgoblins. We feed our
fears on the imponderables. But by the past can
the future best be predicted. Our past is credit
able. Our present is gratifying. Our future cannot
be bleak so long as this country can continue to
produce such championship blends as Paul Mc
Cready, soaring's man of the year for 1956.
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