
23rd ANNUAL U.S. NATIONAL
 

SOARING CHAMPIONSHIPS
 

by C\I"I'\I\ n... ['hB \BY { . tV (Ret) 

Whill' I h,II'e not actually added 
up the tOlals, T belie\'l' if i~ ~af(' tu 
~ay thaI. till' 2:-;rd nnual \ational 
Challlpion~hips just completed at 
Crand I rairie, Texas, were thl' gn'at ­
l'~l. to datI' in mon' wav,; than onl'. 
Cntainlv. in nu ol.lwr {'I'lnle -[ in this 
('ounlry' ~nd perhaps in LlIl' world 
hm {. ~o U1auy "ailpJalle~ flo II u ';0 

far. 
TIll' formal oppuiu!! f'{'n'monil'~ 

IIPf{' held Tuesdav morning, July :.q 
in f rout of the roll' of Aal!poles car­
rving tIll' fla1!s of tIlt' {'oLlntri{'~ aud 
~lale::i of the morr' than ·10 ('oUll'st­
ants. Guests of honor. introducl'll b\ 
E. J. \{l·l'\e~. the Cont~"l Di rector, i,{­
('Iudf'd .\rajor (;l'n('ral Albert . John­

;;on. Commander of the 19th I'Inored Flags of various nations and states fly high
 

over the contestonts and crews during the"Lolw SIal''' ])i\'i~i{)n of lhe :\ational roulld trip di~talll'e of 12/J mile".
opening ceremonies ot the start 01 the 23rd

euard; BrigadieJ' Gl'lwral Clayton P. Laulll'hin;r,:, u5ill,2 Lh(~ TSA a 0, aU.S. Notional Soaring Championships.
Kerr. " nillelT Commander of tIll' Hyall and three P Piper Cub~ 
19th Division,' and Captain Da\'jd A. ~tarlcd at 10 ::38. Ih 1:22 the 116th 
Soo,·. US\ _ COlIllllRndinQ: Officer of and la~t cont stallt ;\' ;; 011 his \I·ar. 
the ballas Sa\'al ir Station. Follo\l­ From thaI Lime lhl~ orIicial" and 'Pf'C­

ing- thE' hrief ceremonie", lhl' ('ont{'sl tators hadl(·ss than a two-hOUf wail 
,!!ot under way with a hang! hefon' lhe Ilollll'wal'd rush started. 

Ted Lange, Contp,;l .VI ·tcorologj~t, F'ir~t hack was (; 'orCTe Canliani of 
had prcrlil'tl~d fayorable coudition~ Hiami. Florida. The faslest lime lI'a~ 

and th(·~ Cunte~t Cummitt'e had de­ macl· hy L:Je Max('Y of Downey, 
crced tlw ta"k of lhe day a speed LtliIornia. in his sl'ek little "Jenny 

Below, Same 01 the pilots pose for 0 groupdash to rineral W,Jls and hack, a .Vlae." 2 l~o\ITs and 20 mi Ilute:;, Cor 
photograph while the hot sun beats down 

all. a verag,: speed of 52 miles perunmercifully upon them. 
!tour, with raham Thomson. Paul 
Bikle. Paul ch\l'eiz'l' and Stan', milh 
"'o~e behind. Thirty-fifth and la.-;[ to 
('omplete the cour~ was Lou Hehl', of 
Kril)getoJl, Je\\ .Jel'se;, who ('ame in 
al. ):19 p.m. aIter a flight of o\'el' ~ix 

hour;; for a . peed of 20 miles an hour. 
The md of the fi r·t da ) found 

l\Ia;..,cy in the lead (a spot hI' held 
througbout lhe contest) \I'ith 1000 
poinL, followed by Thomson 887, 
Rikl W15, chwf'izer 798 and Smith 
7(1i-\. In the I wo-pla{'{~ fidel Del Reed 
in the L·J( took thl' lead. ,:ol11plelilli!' 
the ('()ur~{' at a ~Iwed vf .'17.2 miles 
pCI' hour. closely followed hy Harold 
Hutchill~OIl at a .peell of :36.2 mil'~ 

per hOllr, also in an I.-I<. Nearl) 
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