SIDELIGHTS of the
23rd NATIONALS

by Frirz CompTON

When competition began at the re-
cent 23rd Nationals, il was imme-
diately noted that only a few of the
TSA’ers could compete in the con-
test-—the majority were spending day
after day, deep in the heal of

Texas, keeping the Nationals run-
ning. Imagine — a National Conlesl

right in your front yard. and all work.
no fly. It was quite a display of gen-
erosily and the real soaring spirit by
our Texas brethren. On behall of the
Ilorida competitors, our sincere
thanks to TSA for putling on such a
wonderful contest and series of social
events.

An oulstanding example of this
soaring spirit was the Fasley family

-Phil running field operations, Gena
answering the phone, and the little
Lasleys (David and Melvin) on the
take-off line, hooking tow lines Lo tow-
planes and sailplanes. and then
dodeing and ducking wings like bal-
let dancers. F. J. Reeves was a one-
man army—Conlest Director. Contesl

Board Member, Mr. Fixil, tow pilot,
father-confessor, editor of Spirals Spe-
cial Bulletins. He was ably assisted
by Jon Carsey. Among the others
who lent their shoulders to the wheel
were Al Backstrom. Dick Johnson.
Betty Jean Reynolds, and June and
Wally Wiberg.

Lml} in lhe morn of July 27th.
there sallied forth from the South
Florida area. the expeditions of Comp-
ton and Cavaiani. The three days of
driving were uneventful-—that is ex-
cept for the temperature. which
jumped up one degree every 50 miles.
From the cool 70's of Florida it passed
100° on the last day. That which had
been solid was plastic: that which was
liquid turned into gas, especially the
water in the radiator. In due course.
we arrived in Grand Prairie, sitting
on our respeclive cakes of ice.

Old friendships were renewed. The
contest officially began, The Florida
Flag along with ﬂam- of other repre-
sented states flew on the flag poles.

The Florida Flag looked best to us.
because the emblem in the center
(with the Indian standing on it) had
a view of a lake with real water
in it, and cool green countryside.

Baby and I were so proud of the
Florida Flag that we saluted it every
lime we came abeam of it at the hot
dog stand—Dbut we had to stop salul-
ing after Baby forgot she had a mus.
tard bowl in her right hand and cre-
ated an interstate incident.

On the frst day of the
set up our beautiful LK. Then we
toured the tie-down area, inspecting
the other sailplanes. There was the
sleek Jenny-Mae, the RJ-5, 1-23F, and
other super-sailplanes. When we got
back to the LK, she suddenly looked
like a plongh horse al Hialeah. We
stood in silence. Should we return
lo the cool green acres of the Flying

Ranch, or fly our Super Dm«r-
md\[(l in (0111})0[1[1011) The problem
was resolved when Jock Forbes saun-
tered by with. “Chins up, ole boy,
Carry On!”

[t was a real thrill-—there on the
take-ofl line, in Super Dragmaster.
ready to go on that first contest day.
One of the ittle Fasley’s hooked the
tow line to a Cub, and away we wenl.
We released at 14100 feet, and hegan
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SAFETY EQUIPMENT

SEAT BELTS

3600#F Test,

- Air Force Types (Olive Draby Color)

-3 Cotton, Unused, Clean Surplus (Snap attachment cach end)  4.95

B-14 Cotton, New Manufacture by M & B 6.95

B-14 Nylon, New Manufacture by M & B 7.95

B-18 Nylon, New Manufacture by M & B 12,95
SHOULDER HARNESS — Air Forces Types

1203-1 Cotton. Unused Surplus, Two Point Attachment Nat. 3.95

B-15, Cotton, New Manufacture by \l & B natural or 0.D. Toto

B-15. Nylon, New Mfg. by M & B, Nat.,
A\UTO SAFETY BELTS — Seven bolld Colors Available

Nylon Webbing. Chrome Finish Hdw.

0.D. or Med. Green 9.95

Front seat

du\ er or passenger 10.95
Rear Seat—two-passenger 11.95
SEAT ¢USHIONS — They Float — 147x12"x314"
Life Preserver Type, Yellow Leatherette, Kapok Filled 4.65
MAIL YOUR ORDER NOW
Check. Money Order or C.0.D.
M. and B. Sales Company
8211 Cedar Springs Road
Dallas 19, Texas
Phone Dlxon 5546
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