
SOME 
COM ARISO S 

The '56 Wm·ld's Soarin~ Championships­
it]l the '56 U. S. ationaJ 

SSA TreOJtJrer, TSA Founder and Honorary life 
Director, accomplished Conte:;t Director, 

Mr, E, J, Reeves, 

had thirly·onf' nwn complclill;! a lCj()­
mih~ 1"'&'1' /'Ii!!"ht al II(",.t slwI"r1 ofl1.2 
\-JPH, 

'c\'('n pilol,. in lhe \Vorld',- Chump" 
atlainl"d tIll-' 18H-milt' !!oal for Iw,.t 
SI)f'cd of !IO,7 ,11'1-1. In'our ,\'nLiollal 
WI' had 19 pilot,. i£oin!£ 217 mill''' !!"-&.-r 
Illth be,'t ,;pel'd of 50.5 :VTPH, 

Thl' 100 K;\l spf'l'd cour::;e wa." dOlll' 
in hoth ('OilIest,.. Thl' \Vorld's "all 
onlv l·juhl pilots eomplde it I"ilh he"t 
cp:ocd of onlv 27.:31 i.\TPH. E:-..aetly 
L\I-O dozen of our pilot,. did lhi,. 100 
K VJ l'in'lIil al besL "Iwed of ;:;0 MPH. 

f\eilher Ihe 200 or :300 K.\I tri­
l'our,.l' was alt('mpLr~d ill Lhr~ \Vorld\ 
l'ol1lpdilion. 

\' c shol al lhe bi.~ :~()() KM Cour,.l' 
011 two o(;ca"ion,.. Failill2' any com­
pletions 11'll' first lime 1;;(' munaged 
10 set' II int' ('Olll!' aroulld thl' "l"('onr.l 
Lrv for hl',.l "pl'l'd of :Ill.] ,\rU)H, 

In lhl" alljludl' df'parl.ll1pnl, till' 
World'," lwstcd our f\ational rather 
soulldly, TIll'Y ::;1'I'ITWd lo e.ll.io~ a vasl 
arnoulIl of 'loud alld lI'avl' soarill~ 

wilh hf'ie:hls of (iflt'en and twenll 
tllou,;and' fl'e! Jwill,2' quill" ('ommor;. 
Ju,.t how tho,.(' pilols failpri 10 cOII\'('rL 
tfwsr' prodif!jo~l.'i hl'i,~hl.s lo l'ilhn 
,,!wl'd or dislann-' lo IWllpr adnll1ta~I' 
i,; nol quit<· ('11'ar to lhi,. '('olllparer.· 
'len' fell of our l'onte",lanI5 in thl' 
]\ationnl I"('I)(Jrlf'rl alliLudf''; of f'Vl'n 
15,O()(). also no l!real amounL of clourl 
llyiJl!!" 11'",. donl~ for lhf> very simpl{' 
rt'ason lhal nunl' w(-'rp availahll" on 
rno~t of thl" days, 

From Ilw ::'Landl'oint of or:raniza­
Iion and opnal ion~, thl· \yorl rI 
Champ,; Linder lhe dilTdion of the d­
fir'ienl ami ",ide"- expnjencf'd l\a· 
lional Al'ro Club of franc,-'. l'l>rlain]v 
f'xl· ... I""1 anylhing en'n dl'l~amf'rI of 1-,; 
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Tournalllt'nl "oaring in thi:;; counLry 
ha" for "on1(' veal''' now. 1'011](' Lo fol· 
iow lo sonw l:xLent, thr·' paLlern::; and 
practicl"s of till; World Champion· 
.. hip,;. Havin!!: rlOllf' ';0, more parLi 'u· 
larly wiLh rel!ards La conte"t mit,s and 
!'co;in~ forr;lUlns. il is Ihom!!lL Lhat 
our \<~Lional tournpvs hal'l' be'en made 
more l'q uilabl(~ and' enjoyable. 

Looking a,; II'P do to tl)(-' World',; 
as ;;ollleLhing uf a pace "cLler. there 
II"(Hdd seem 10 be 110 harm in our oh­
,-en'in!! some of lhl' compari"olls he· 
Lw('pn the two. Thi::;, allbeit a knOII'11 
fact Lhal 'llch l'ompari,;ons hale prol,. 
al>!), no n'a! valuf', BUI, Lhese pa!!l"s 
half' lo he filled with sonll'lhing, 

To he kl'pL in mi nd, of l'OUr"l", i,; 
the furlher facl Lhat the <:r,eaLor of 
,nch lhinf!s, rleLerlllinl-'" firsL Lhal 'hi" 
"idl~' will shull' Lo ath"nnlage. Olhi'r­
wisf' It" would whollv disdain all such 
monkl'v busilws::;. Th neator of thl"';I' 
lilw::; i; no xception La tIll' rule. 

IL "hould scem safe to a::;SUIlH' that 
lhe cn'am of Llw nap of the world'­
,.oaring pilol" wiLh lhc I'cry I)['"L ma­
chines parLif'ipal.ed in Ihl' \' arid 
01amp", whlTPa,; in our [. S. .\a­
liollab our pilot enLril''; ran all Lhe 
\l'UI' from rank Iw\,icl',.. fifll:Tn and 
,.n:enteen,vI'ar·olrl lad,.. ff'llow,; in 
their fir,.L ;'onlest, Lo ,.om'e pretty good 
pilots ",holl'ere not qnill' up lo world 
t'hampion"hip caliber, 

The muehinr' cnrries in our 1 aLion;d 
ran frum thl" \Var II 'klunker::,' Lo ,.oml· 
of our IleWf'r and ::cil'ckn d,,'si!!n~, 

This all bl'in!! so-and onh· J S<ll 
il i,.-il would ],1" onlv nalur:1 to a:, 
sume lhat pl'rfOrInanl:;'5 of the piloh 
and machinl",; in the World' .. would 
.!£ITalil' f'XT f'el anything Lbat mio'hl In" 
reasonably f'xpeeLed in Our J\ational. 
\fOil' Id',. H"" how il \\orked oul, 

TIll' World's had 511 ,.ailplanl"s from 
25 countries. \1'1' had !16 ship::; from 
25 of our sLaLl'" and four fon~i~n 

l'ounlril". ,. is alll'av" the ea"l' in O~lr 
\falionals. p{'rhap" 1'0 or nH)]T of LIll' 
,.hip- carne alon,," for Lhe ridl" or in 
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search of fun or tlw \arious T' 
kLd~I" . Ct'I'tainly no more Lhan abont 
35 ~f our ,;hips- could he said 10 Ill' 
{'unle.stiu2: as ,.\\l,h, 

. e fI e'~I' till' full 9 rl Ii 1';:: sclwd ulerl 
wilh no 'no l'ontesl' day~, 11 of llH' 
seven tasks assismcd. s,ll f' onl'. WCIT 
aCf'onrpli,.hl'd-<.;nd by quill' a ,!!ood 
uumbf'r of the ('onll'stants. 

The '50 World'" ,.all' 8 dan: of r·on· 
le"t f1vin2: tricel. OT1l' of llw'"e fullin!! 
,;hort 'fi lhe minimum,. and I)("in~ 
dl'I,la rf'd a 'no {'onll',;l' dn v- for a nf~l 
of 7 days. '1'110 of Ilwir a,,~jgrH·d ta,;ks 
had no 'completions; tlIPse h~'i n~ ,.hort 
uoa\'; of 59 and u,r mile!', 
, Threc 'opl'n' or 'fref' di::;l,llll'f" dav,. 
Ill'l'f' f1011'1I in thl" World',., Best di,.. 
Lauce" 011 lhosl' days were 2GB, 251 
and 152 mill'';, A' relatil'l"h- fl'w of 
thei I' pilots l"XI'f'l,dl'd 200 In [If'''. 

'1'11'0 'open' r 'frc(' eli"lance' day,. 
wen· flo II n in lh(· l.S. I'\ntional for 
max miil'agl', of 39:::.5 alld :1?'X, Bul 
on onl' of 'these day" alool> 15 pilot,; 
('XI'I'('(il'd :>'00 miles. and 200·milf· 
f1ip:hts Wf'r(' common. 

In till' \,Torld',. they slll'1I1 LlII"(T cia', 
rLlnnin!! to goals-59, 02, and 188 
milf's distallcl' and lIe assume down­
wind. TIll'\' had onh' "eVl"n t'ompi<-. 
lion:- Lo ll{f' 62'lllill" -e:oal for a bl',;1 
,;pcl"d of '15.9 ~TVH; 'no l'ompll'lion" 
10 the ,9-milc goal. Thf' rather fair 
188·mile e:oal "~IV onlv Sf'ven arril al,. 
wilh hest' "pl'l'd 01'10,7 MPH, 

Our \aLionaJ did no goal rlln~. iL 
Iwing our opinion thaI. '-1'!oal-antl.re. 
tmn flig.hl::' alltl cirr·uil.,,; pre,.E'nl a hit 
more of a chalif·ni!l'. Rut for llll' "ukl' 
of comparison in Ibis ',.ludy' we mighl 
"tack our g.&·r f1i!£hLS up ai!ain~t ,hl'ir 
~oal rUlls. 

, \Vhjle H~\'l'n ('onle,;l.unls in Lhe 
\\'urld',. II'nE' uoin~ (J2 mill'S 10 a goal 
al bc-r spl"ed ~f IS.9 .1.PI:-1, Ihirly~fivf' 
of our mell w(,l'e compklilli! a 125. 
milf roulld lrill II ith IH',.t ::'IWpd of 
51.7 MPH, und thi" II ith n I'l'l"y nasL}' 
1'1'0-""-11 ind, Wbik 110111' of lht' 'orld's 
pilols l'OLdd altain Ihp:) ·mill' .~oal wc 




