
The Gfl1LIl'1 is a jis/l(>rman and Iherejon~ 

/lies jor his living; the author of this artic/(~, 
which describe' the characteristics and (Ictivi­
tie of the bird, has reached the conclusion, 
however, thaI GCl1lnets sometimes fly jlLSI jor ,.
Ih kick they get out oj it. 
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\Vh n l,;on iderill po>;sible name ' for an aerolJlanc 
d iancd for hunting underwater cnemies, the Faire\' 
Aviation ompuny could not han' cho~en OIW more 
suitaJ)le than The Gunnel. For it i~ Humed after what i~ 

proba1Jly th. most familiar orth tbntic bird, who.-e 
spectacular power-dives aftcr fish are an e\'eryday sight 
to ;'\;a al and J\IclThant ~aYy ptTOnnel. .\'Iany bird,,; are 
commoner, but thl' Cannel ~tands alone in size and pC'r, 
formancc, and can seldom [w confused with oth'r bird". 

Th Gann t, which measurp,: 3 fl. [rom Iwak 10 tail. 
has a wing span f 6-6112 ft, a wing a rea of 2111 sq ft and 
wcjahs between 7 and l:l lb. I,' rom I'hese ITJea,:urement" 
we can gel an a"pe<.:l ratio of Hi and a wing-Ioadin~ of 
:'\ Ib/sq fl. Such figure:, mpan lillip unless tJH'Y an' com­
pared wilh 'imilar measllrt'ment,: from other bird,;, and 
.-0 I have mad tlw lable 011 the I)ppo,;ilp pagc> to lTIuke 
comparison easy. 

We sec from this tuble thut lhe Cannt>l has a \.'ery 
high aspect ratio, in [act thl' higJu:Sl of all British birds'; 
its wing-loading i~ also high and it has vny smull 
win~ roll 'c! " The large a,,;ped ratio is apparent in the 
photographs, whieh al~o ~how the e~xceptional degr!'c of 
streamlining, Cood .. lreamlining is not so imlJortant for 
a larae bird II [or a '"mall one, For as the bird in Tea,,;!'s 
in size, resislanct' increases a' lhe square, and weight a" 
lh, cube, of tht> linear dimension '. Therefore in small 
birds Tesdan e/\\ iaht i" larO"e compared. \\'ith Ligger 
birds. The Gannet-. ~ood ':In'amlining indicates lhat il 
hn- the exceptionally low drug needed to I'nablc' it to 
fly fasl and far with "lll:h small mu,:c:lps. 
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OOH' of the malll flight feathers are slightly emargi· 
uated (cnt away) at lhe ",iug-tip, and as' a rp"ult there 
are two or threl' ,~hort wing-tip slots when lhe wing i' 
fully spread. t -~uall r only olle cun be SPl'n whell thl' 
bird is f!lidiug bUl all an: fully 0lwn whl'll till' bird i, 
landing. 

There i alo n ~Iot halfway along thl~ Jpading edge of 
th wing formed hy the three or four Ieathers o[ the 
alula. (The alula is the 'thumb' f tht,· birel's 'hamf; it 
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