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fl'lI' l'xperiellCes in life can malch 
the thrill uf flying a ncw sailplanc 
for tlll-' firsl lime ('sp(>cially ont' 
von'\'l-' dpsiglll~d vonrselL Whr'n thl> 
~ailplane ha~ a n~bl(> purpose in life. 
likl' helping to hring soaring 10 hi,z:h 
,;chool youllgsler,; tlll' ('olllllry O\,Pr. 
for example. a lest llig-hl 
hold,; a special lhrill-and 
a special ~if!llifin111('f'. 

Suaring I'nthusiasls all 
Ol'Cr th(,' Soul.h('rn Lalifor­
Ilia area had heen watchi ng 
CherokPl~ n clo.TI\' as ,;h'r: 
look shape undn l']w capa­
hie hands oJ Frank Kprn,; 
and CI'or!!(-' M{' C i 1111 is at 
their sho,: ill Hl,,11 1'10\\(-'1'. 
(Sel' \llar('h "Soaring") 
Thi.< glidl'l' lIas Lln(qUl" 
Fir::;t of all, ~h(' I\'a,; no con­
t("sl ,;ailplane. ;Vlost ('ompf" 
lition-orienll·d piloh ('ould 
see lhat. She ('arrit'd on'" 
-10 feel of Iljn~. and a;1 
Hsped ratio of only 12.8. 
She had a simple two-spar 
\I ing. a simplf' lim('-tl"S:"d 
airfoil. anll a ~illlpll' I· 
10llg('ron .fuselage and lail. 
In .fact. with thI" ('Oll'ri n',!' 
off \,ou ('ould se(' simp]icit~, 
of {:onstrucli In in I'ver~­
joint. Slw wa,; all Imod all;' 
pnt logl'lhcr jllsL like tfll' 
modd ai rplmH's ';0 mallY 
of the eager·eyed youngslt'rs hangin,!.!' 
around till' shop had bu ilt. Th i~ sail­
plane wa,; designcd for Ihe umatcu r. 
and no doubL about it. 

Rut how would ~he flv'? That was 
the quc~tion Harold Lm:St'IL C('orw'· 
Frcd and I'\cil :\:Ic·.Cinni,; and my 
II-ift-, Doris, and I would Lind an 
an \IeI' Lo hdort~ ['he day was over. 

\Ve pullcd into Gus' and Annl' 
Bri(>glch's 1':1 J\Iirage Airport at 8::-\0 
a.m.-arriving j u~t. llYO hou rs lat.('r 
than we'd planned. Sinc(e Lh(' ('.001 
and calm parly morning weather was 
"lipping rapidly awn., Wf' 'ul our 
~rt'elings short and headed for th 
;;ool-taLle Oall1Pss of 5-milr- Ion).! £1 
Miraoe Dry Lake. 
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\ e wen I 10 work at 01'1("-' !!,elling 
Ihe ship olT it... traill'l' and into a 
f1i~hl'I'l'ady r·ondition. A,; I toudwd 
I'al·h part. lil!htelll'd pach boll. I 
round mysplr menlallv Iloin!! back 
0' 'I' the stress a\lalv~e5 and tbe ,\(-'1'0­
dynami(', ('alculaliOl~s. r ,;uppu,;e lhal 

Fronk Kerns /I.W and Geors" McGinn,. help Stan Hell pr.pa, 
in/flal fllghl 01 'he oll- ....aod·and·fobrjt ··Cherok.e /I" 

no matler holl' often Onl' perrorln,; 
Ihe;;;e task:-: Ihere i;:: always thaI la,;t 
instanl or selr-doubt; that 1'I10n1l'ni 
jusl befon' inanimate wood, ,;lPel and 
fahric Gorne alivt' to pro'-l' yonI' arith· 
metic righl or wrong. 

How lucky BerLha Prall. I thought. 
Bertha wa' .chcduled for a fir:;l 
flight, too, in her brand new 1-2G. 
BUI as she pOinl('d oul l.wr jaIl I QuId 
Iw I,<,sit'r than mille for th(' ]-21 had 
1011 0 ' aoo Q'( Ill" thrfnwh the initial 
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lesL phase. 
A· we checked C1wroke(' II for 

what ;;et,med like the lenth timf'. 
Harold HUlchinson landrd alongside 
in hi L-K. Ilhough the weathrr 
IVas hecQmin,r a bit unstable there 

we were 5t ruck by how fa rgl' the 
I,-K was alongside Cln'rokee II. 

While musin~ uver lhis and olh~'r 

Ihoul'!hl.. WI' strung onl abont :-\,000 
r('('l or towlinC'. Np\'t WI' dWI·k,-'d till' 
radio,;. Dead ~ or all lhe lilllP,; for a 
commnnication ,;vslcm failul'l'! Thi,; 
('ould hlll'l. Afte,~ a hurricd conkr­
('nCl-' WI" decided we'd havI' to do 
withoul radio. \Vc set np a plan. 

fler a 2-minut wait th(' low ear 
would proceed down the lake at 25 
miles Iwr hour inercasing sp('ed hv 
5 mph I'\ny quarter mile up to 4~. 

A,; Cl'urge drove out to thf' cnd of 
tl'll" towlinc I waited in the cockpit. 
1'111' intnior ]wgan to warm up in 
tl1l' dps>rL snn-l'\'('11 under ]. rank 
and Ceoroc's mae.-ni(iel'nt 'Tre('n­

1~'lted rno!<.Ied eanl;~1Y. I 
could ,;ee the Iwr,;piralion 
';landing out on my rOrt'­
arms and could fl'el it 011 
the ;::tick. 1--10\1 IJlLIl'II or Ihi,; 
\\':15 ,;t'If-gf>IIl'l'illpd I'm uol 
\I illin!! 10 sa,-. All I I'olrld 
lhink' or \I,I~ thai il \I-a,; 
impOl'IHnt. lu a 101 of 111'0' 
pi" that thi: Ll'st 5111'(·t'('d: 
imporlant to p(-'opl(' wlw 
wOllldll't. know for a 10llg 
tinw thaI Chr'rok,'l' Jr I';"~~ 
istcr/ at all. \\f," slart"r/ to I 
mOl (-'. Hutch hung olllo lh(' 
wing lip a,; Ion!! as he could 
and lllf'n let go. 'fhi.' wa,; 
it. It was all lip 10 U,; 11011. 

C1ll"roke,' II and me. 
'1'111' fir,;1 half-milt' wa:; 

a).!onizing. \ot pnlu~h 

speed. The ('unlrols wen' 
51u\\ and nlllsh\'. I ,ceal'lll'd 
for that lIl'xt 5 mp'h. '-10\\ 
lllLII·h ('01111'01 ;::hollid lap· 
]11','-and whl'lI? \\ <IS Ilor rhe 
IIndl'r-I'unl roll illg-or over­
"ollirollilll:r'? \' (-Te 11'(' 110>;1' 

hea'V?-lail hea,'y'? Th (';::1 , 
\I ne mv lhou~hls <IS I rodl; through 
lhf' I [(-"xi two 5 mph innell1enls. \\!c 
Jeft 1111' ground at :35 mph, II ellt lip 
,- feet, and cam(' right back down 
again. Aud thal was Cherokee Il's 
first flight. 

e lried iL once more and got 
('lear uJ> to 15 fet~l thi" lime. Al low 
altiludf'- audlow spefd;::. al Ir'ast. 
Cln-'rob't~ was al;linp: in a 1·I.Hnplr,tely 
normal manner. As I climb"d oul of 
the cockpit for a third try, ens Bril·g· 
leb swooped overhead in tllf' PT-2:t 
,;houting over the noise of thl' f,ngin(';:: 
as only eus ('<Ill. "\\ ant a loll''?'' 

Without thinking- I 1l10tiolll'd 
'-n.K." Laying lh(' II'in; tip or 11ll' 
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