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The Lnlcrnalional Clidr.r Comp('­
lilion in France, Jnlv 1. 195(J, Wa,­
lbe fourlh int<-'rnatioJ;al and fifth IW­

tiona I l'onLest in whi('h r have floll'll_ 
and of all it [l'alured the ~reat,esl 

ntripty of flying. l-/Pl'(> is a c1e~('f'ip­

lion of the flighls-n II a completl' 
af' 'ounl. but 11\f' storv of lhe most im­
porlant parts ano lh~ rf'ason~ for till' 
deci6ions mad('. 

First lei me dit:r,e6' and nwnlion a 
f('II' poinh aho~ll Ih(' ('on[('q and 
(·quiprnl'nl. The ('on test organizalioll 
lias l1Ia~nifil'ent: if the l '.. eVl"r 
hop('s lo ~pOllsor th(' IlIl('rnalional~ il 
I"ill hal'p hi2'h standard" lo mel t. Thp 
lowing l'oul~l nol han' Iwen fiIH'r-60 
sailplalH',- in :Hl minute,s, l'\-n)' lill1l'. 
TIll' sl·lf'elion of lasks was also t:{'n­
nail)' llw hl'~t possible. IIhich'I't' ­
quirN! good judgnlPnl. fOI'!'l'aslinl!_ 
and lu 'k, \I v IT('W. consi~lin2' o[ mv 
fallH'l'. Law;on \Villard. all{] Dell\;S 
.\Iani/-icat 1'1'0111 France. lI'as a m'a­
.inr fador in my ,;lIC T~S. 

For Four ua\'s prior lo llw mee! 
tllf'r(' was an opporlunil !o pracli 't' 

during strOll£' cUlllulu~ condilions. 
Th is ~lfIord(-'d' me th(' ('hance to be­
l:ome acquainleo with Ihl' 11('11' Brq!ul'l 
901 which I hao been loaned. 'rill' 
Rrr~.u'uel is cerlainl" lh(' besl (and 
most expensive) s;ilpJane J ha\'l" 
flo\l'n. It i" a superh compromise he­
11l'(>,l'n high glid(' ralio, loll' sinking 
sp{'(>d and low spiraling speed (wiLh 
flaps), maneul"l'raLilily, \l'onderful 
landing characleri"til:,; with flaps, 
"poilcrs. and relraclahle gear, and 
('as(' of assembl\'. Th(> tl'll!' glid ~ ralio 
musl hl: CIO":'I' t~ lla: :15: 1 listed. Op­
tional \1 ater hallast was provided, hut 
I alway~ left lhe lank" oul bec;ause 
llw meleorologir'al conditions did nol 
warrantlh('ir u~e. Spiraling was ahouL 
J I mph indi(·ated. with 12 dl'!!:rf'!'~ 

of flap. With fnll' flaps and sp;;iler" 
lhe tl'l'minal I'cll)('ity i" under flO mph 
-lI"in~: the flap,; and spoilers rnakl's 
landing in 11n)' lidos no trick at nIl 
('I'cn for a pilot who has ITwdl> fl'\\' 
practic{~ landings. On several ocr-a­
"ion" I picked a small 600·fooL field, 
then dnring the approach woni d 
ahout ils sizl' alld so landeu as shorL 
as pos"ihle-and foulld I did not IH'('<1 

') 

the last 400 ft'et. HenlOvillf!' the I!lirlf'r 
from thl" trailer ,Inn aS~l"mhli ng i I 
could actuallv he OOIH' ill 5 minutes. 
if oue were U; <l rush. 

Thi" 11U111(>r of slow spiraling 51)(>(>d 
with flaps i" worth discussing hen' at 
greater le!lgtll. Twelve' degn·es of fl<lp 
is supposl"d 10 inl'l'ease til(' "inking 
"p>ecl ahout lV2 inches p('J' second. 
hut decreases LlH' ,;piralillg sjw"d In' 
a few mile,; p I' hour at tl1(' sam,' Lime, 
Being ahle lo spiral tighler i· far 
man: important thall till' slight in­

llw IlPSI informalion 10 lhl' pilol. Siuel' 
Ihl: Badin modcl has a liuear s(:al{,_ 
il was lIs('d lI'ilh lIH-' "Hill,!! Seal(' 
Air,;pc('il Sf,ll'ctor."'" \11 Irvinf!' "To­
tal EIH-'rgv V('nturi'- was also used 
wilh lhe"Badin in.s!rUlrll'nl. Durin!! 
cH'l'I:lnalint: fli!!hl lhis ,··Iiminal(·' 
"stick-lhlTlll~ds" fmlll lhe indicalion 
and 1ll'lps "ho\\- tlIf' I'('rtical air moliun 
ralher lhan the "trlil'al dicier mOliou. 
It is a simpl!' tool Ihal 'is an absolule 
l1lll~t for all di"tallc{' ,,()arin~. 

\Iy policy on all f1i!!hts lIas cau­
lion-and il paid ofT, TIH' id'''a \\'as 10 
do moderal!·I!, well pach da)' rall1l'r 
Ihan ,;pl'dal'ularl)' 011 any day al Ihe 
risk of l)('('asionally doing poorly, '11 

Paul Maceready 
alld the Sregu.. t 901 
at Sautheon Airport 
after " ,peed dash 
Not.. the rolol en· 
ergy "lntUrl moun' 
ed behInd the cock 
pit and Ihe yarn 
rIO'" ,'ndicator on 'he 

nOle il"enr 

lTel1~C in siuking ..pl' d; this advan­
Lage Ill'comps apparent not only in 
lhermals but abo in lurbul'l"nl slope 
:;oaring conditions. One ~hould utiliz(' 
lhe good slo\l- speed ('haracteristic" hv 
spiralint: aL an angle belw('C'n :>'0 0 and 
'15°, al a spel'd very "'OS(' lo a slall. 

The variomdcr is the most vital 
instrumenl for soarin!!. Tn rranol: I 
wa: fortunal'c in havi,~g ]) 11 "Air­
!Taft rnclicalors Compan y" ~en511 JV(~ 

rale of c1imh indicator which I pur­
chased 9 years ago, and 2) a T~adin 

.\-lod!>l 100 French variOmdf'r. The 
Badin and til(: Aircrafl' Indicators 
Company in:;trumenL- are both eX­
tremely sensitive and have the best 
possible response speed. Slower n~­

"ponse would Ilt~ a hinderance. while 
faster respoll'(' would be confu ing 
and would ha"I' to he "lowe 1 to oin: 

lbe: other pilol" had OIl(' or 11101'[' had 
dav~ mint:lpd wilh llwir !food onl", 
r ;"HS lhl: only pilot Lo ('l:;mpll'll' all 
lhree racl'~. (-'\'en though I \\'a" ,dlout 
111<: "lcl\I'cst on lwo of thelll. 

A good sailplalll' i,< I'l:rlainh" an as­
sl'l, hUI not all importanl. 'An old 
Olympia flown hy Feddersen of D('n­
mark actually made SOllle spt'elandar 
fli2'hts. and wa~ 0111' of onlv live sail­
pl~'IJ(':';' to complele Lwo or' Iht: lhrc(' 
races, Fi\e of t1H-' sajlplalle I'ype" Wel'l' 
reprf'sl'nll·d h)' lhrr·(· or ilion' 1>lIlranls. 
Of I Skv~, the average filial positioll 
wa~ 121h_ 4 Skvlark :)'s aVl"ra!!{'r! 
l·lth. :..; Jaskolka~' averaged 21sl~ 7 
Hreguel r 01':; uVf'ragec! 2:{rd. and 5 
Ajr 102\ averaged 291'J1, all 0111 of lIS 
single placc sailplallPs, 

}unl' 30. Frt·(· dislaul:!' flight. to 
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