
with D· flaps and :\7 m.p.h. with 10 
flaps, a determined from the cali­
brat d airspeed on my 1-23 whiehBRIEGLEB'S NEW was Byine' in formation during L1lc 
talls. Th ,;lal1 speed on the 1-2:) 

was 34 m.p.h. Both ships weighed 
650 lb,;. The uneerlainty of tIll'S!:BG-12 TEST FLOW sp f'eI measmements is about ± 2 
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CII,; Briegleb's Ite\\('5t crealion, the 
BG-12, was lest flown Saturdav_ 
!\Iarch :Hst at EI Mi rage Field. I~o 
,;ay that il more than fulfilled expect­
ations would be an uncleI' tatemen!. 
Two short auto·tows WI~r,e made and 
then the PT-23 tow-plane was brought 
into action. \\Cilh John Lake flyin!! 
it and with me in tIl!' rear cockpit 
surrounded by camera l·quipnWllt. 

Wilh Cus TIriegleb at the conlrob 
the 13(;-12 wa' lowed to 4000 ft. 
While on to\\' he made passr,; all 
around the slip-stream as wI~lI as 
Ihrough ii, and expericncf'd no dif­
ficulty. After release Gus made a 
series of increasingly slcep!'r turns. 
then some slalls. and Ihen pulled 
alongside llll' tow-plane \lith hath 
hanl]s on top of his l1l'ad ! few 
more pa5 "PS near IIIl'- low· plane for the 
photographer complded L1w fl i!!ht. 

Gus' broad smile upon landing told 
the whok tory. H(, was happy! 

\'Ieanwhile, Paul Bikk had arrin'd 
on the scr'ne and gladly a('ct'l ted 
Gw;' im-itation to !!lake lhe need 
lJight. A few ilion' flil!hlS f'ompldcd 
activities for lhal day. 

The npxt Sunday. before Biklt' .11"­

rived with hi e;;'efully 'alibrated 
1-23, Hoss Briegle!>. Jose Telez and 
Hank Stof'kham~('a~h Ilew lhp slljp. 
Paul first made a comparison mn 
with his Slandard 1-2;') hUI, after land­
ing:, in tailed his t'xteuded wingtips to 
give him the performance which he 
rt'quired to compele with this new­
comer. Thc next comparison runs, 
with JUS in the 13G-12 and Bikle in 
hi, incr,eased-spun 1-23 wen- ... hut 
here, let Bikle tell the story hi m"elf. 

"Gus mad the first flight in his 
nl'W pride und joy on March :31 and 
I made the second and third flights 
the samf' day. Since then WI' han~ 

madp four fl(ghts to ohtain compara­
tive performance dala using my 1-23 
a a refen-nee. The following COlll­

ment;.: pertain to my observation 
while flying the BG-12 and while fly­
ing the 1-23 with it for comparatin> 
performance tests·. 

"The visibility from the cockpit 
is excellent and much beU r than the 
1·2~. The pilot sit. in a sf>mi·reJin­
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ing allilud ~ which is quite cornIort­
able although I personally pref r 10 

sit straight. The eOI~kpit is not as 
wide as in the 1-23; it is the arne 
width as the 13G-7. In Jli,!!hl, Ihe con­
trots <lr light. 

"Longitudinal ~taL)ilil"y is good al­
though it i~ lllask >d hy an oUI-o[·lrim 
condition \ hich rcr[uires cow;id rahle 
push on thl' -tick at 'pepd above 55 
m.p.h. Gus will ('hange the stabilizer 
angle to corred lhi,,;. The ('levator 

m.p.h. but tlw difTen>ncf's in slallini! 
spcr-d are accurate to ± 1 m.p.h. 

"Tn general the handling ehal'acLer­
istics are \"crY satisfactorY althongh 
tl]('n~ are a 'fl'w an'as ,;'hich. n :~d 
some further work. !-:v('rvthinu: con­
siden-~(I. lb ship does ve;'Y wI~jl and 
lhcn~ are remarkably few bugs to ))(' 
workNl ou!' which is unu~llal for a 
ship as new as lhis. 

"Th pel'forlll~rnce is bl'ltPl" than 
would Lw ('xlw('[ed, particularly wlwn 
you consid(-'r that this protolvp(' has a 
stretclll'd out BC-7 fusda!!e and lail 
(slruts, 100, nn till' tail)" \'Ill' mea:"­

The prototype BG-' 2 on its second flight with Paul Biklo on board. He apparently is enthused 
about it - he will be flying it at the 23rd Annual Championships this year. 

conlrol is just about right; the rud­
der forcps are li:rhl' and th ail '1'011 

control is adequate but not as power­
ful as 1 am l,;ed t.1> on the 1-23. Gus 
intend;:: to in('r~ase the ,Iileroll d f1ee­
lion to impro\"(~ the aileron power. 

"Trailing edge flaps lire used for 
Inw speed soa ring and, wh n deflected 
beyond 10

0 

to as much a- 60 degrees, 
ad a: very powerful speed brakes. 
Only 45" flap deflection was required 
10 fly with Ihe 1-23 u,;ing full double 
spoilers al 65 m. p. h. Liuk trim 
change was apparent as the flaps' en> 
used and they Wl'l"e very f'ffeclive for 
glide path control on landing. I was 
vcry much impressed with this fea­
ture of the B ·12. 

"A number of stalls have been 
made wiLh lillie apparent lendeJlcy to 
roll off. However, complete tall and 
spin test- have not been made at lhi 
time. The stall sp ed is :W m.p.h. 

nJ"{~d --ink with re.laliOIl 10 the I-:n 
at speLlls of ciS, 65 and 85 m.p.h. 
Fach ]loint Was held for 5 minut(·-;; 
and repealed [our tinws. The diffn­
nee in siukiu"" speed wa" 18 fl./min. 

at 15 m.p.h. and 12 fl./min. at 6S 
m.p.h .. the BC-12 sinking sluwf')" than 
Ihe 1-23 in al'!J case. At 85 m.p.h. 
the RG·12 sinkin~Y speed was greater 
than the sinkirJlY ~peed of the 1-2::\ 
by ahollt. 10 rt./min. The perform­
anee of Ihe .8G·12 was belLer Ihan 
the 1-23 at all ~peeds from 41 m.p.h. 
to 7S m.p.h. This difT('n'nce in sink­
ing -'peed trauslales to a maximum 
LID of 32 and a miuimum sinkin/! 
spreJ of 2.1 fLlsee. as compared to 
an LID of 28 and a minimum of. 
perhaps, 2.4, ft./see. for the 1-23. The 
1-23 configuration used. as a reference 
is that of my modification 1-23 with 
1-230 win~ tips, small wheel. balance 
weigbt: removed, and all p:aps and 
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