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,\lan. peoplc who havl~ recently 
joined the ranks o[ tIll' Soaring Fra­
tprnity an~ not acquainted Il'ith soml' 
o[ tlw older pioneers in the sport in 
the U, S, 1 mean thos' pionens who 
arc still n'ry aui e loday, 

J list one of the:'(; pioncers is Don 
S, Mitdlf'lI who,in 1.9:)7, started 
wilh \,,\lilliam Hawlc Bowlus; in fad. 
he inve"ted mudl of hi, oll'n money. 
Iwlperl II ith the rlpsign, lind did 1110 t 
of the building of Lhe first Baby 

Illiltross. Hawl.y and Don aL this 
lime oriuinated Lhe .LhlLv in kil [orm. 
and a ;:ellr late.- 13o\\:lu5 Sailplan~ 
Company was [armed with Mr. i\lil· 
e1H'1I as iLs president. 

Farly ill 19:)8 Lhe first Sup 'I' 
IbaLross Iras desiglll'd and hnill by 

Bowlus and Mitchell in the record 
Linw of 30 days froUl start to Aying. 
As a sidelight lo Lhi s fpal it is in­
LeresLing lo ('(,1 a ll-' thal non lIew thp 
original Bahy a[tl'r only :J,O minull-'S 

in.lnlt'tion in a lighL [l(-·J'opJane. 
Allogether abollt ] 65 Babv Alha­

[ross sailplalles Ilere sold in' kil or 
l'omp! 'ted form, <tnd many laLiollal 
and \Vorld Hl'l'ord 1I0Jder" of loda" 
uol a . tarl ill soariug hecausc lhe~" 
~;'ere able to pllrchase, build and fl;' 
the: Baby Ibat ross sHilplanc. The 
untiring efforls o( Haw!ey Bowlus in 
I'romoLillg soaring in Ihi,' ('onlltry 
has already beell acknowledged. ~Iil­

(,lll'll \l'ork~d with Bowlus as"hi_ riu-hl 
hand man on cI'n)' glider project. in-

I, eluding Ilw l\'elsou DragonAy, Lhe 
original l!nmmin~bird pow f("l! f!li­
(ieI'. 

Hefore and during the War Don 
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built three Hying wing glider- of his 
01111 tlesign and Il'jlh u unique L~ pc or 
(,r ntrol sysll'm, bUl after many flights 
and mUI'h lesting he decided thal 
lh~re II as nOlhi/lg lu 111:' gai lll'd oVt'I' 
lh(-' conventional :ailpltln I' nhgura­
lion so the ships were desLroyl'd or 
gi\'('n away. 

From ]9/16 to 19c19 Don 'pent rno .. t 
I' hi,; time work in/!: on the "eJson 

Dragonfly an(1 Humminghird projPct', 
constructil1 CY almosl sino'le-handed Ihe 
orj Q'inal r 'tracLaLI '-en(Yiut~ side-In;· 
sjd~, Hummim:birJ ancl the fir~1 la~­
d,'m Hummj,~gbird. 

Just after th,~ Wa.r with allOul 1100 
surplus saUplan '''' of the heavy tlIO­
plucl' typ available the oariJ1~ 
~lrOI'erncnt in lhe U. S. hud all the 
ship. iL requlr d. How vpr, with in­
ncasing activity lhron~hout the c')un­
lry the demand for m re 'hip gr II' 
Il'ith a resulting hike in prices for 
lho~c lhat wne availahle-. The desin-, 

[0 own a hii!h perfonmln('" sailplane 
at a rpasonablc pricl' was, 10 nlo:-l 
of us. II'ishiul thinkimr. 

Ret.: I1tl)', for reopl~J like Don aIllI 
ollll-'r df'~jgr1Pr-bnilders, il again he­
l'anw po,,"ible to dc~igl1 and build 
custom 'hips aL 11 price within reach 
of Lhr~ aVl'rage soaring enthusiast 
Ilith an al rai~ inc me_~and in 1952 
Don producPd the alll'aIle'I'd sailplalw. 
lip '\imbu' I. Do(.'lol' J. H. Sawyer 
purcha '(."<1 th.. ship hut, unJortunately, 
hefor having a t'ha/lcl~ to lry it" 
possibilities, the Iuselacrl' was, evere!y 
(I,Ullaged in a cross-country fli crhl 
during the _'.c. .A. meet in May 
195Ij .. HowOI'er, DOll was cr, ~at­

Designer-builder Don S, Mitchell, who has 
played on onheralded bot very important port 

in the growth of U, S, soaring, 

i"di"d wi.lh Ih,' pprformance llf thai 
ship ancl at the time of the crack-up 
he had already r'olllpll'!('r! 75 per ..enL 
of Ih· limbw: JJ. 

With the l'\alioual", coming [0 

EI"il1oJ'(', Cali(ornia that suml11l'r aud 
Dr. SaIl-rei' without a ship and his 
hean sd on partit:ir "ling in the \.1­
tionals, Don c!f:cidpd lo rush comple­
liou o[ lhe Nimhus II III allow S,1II­
v('r to fh iu [he l\ational COUll'Sl. 
ikrorl' ll;I' ('oulesllarLed tlw ;:.hip 
had f!(lIIn If:S thau four honr.'. and 
ill the rnsh to ftcl Lh(" shi p !'l'ally for 
llll' u1l'('l St-'\'(·'ral Lhiu!.!s Wl'l'P Il'fl 111'1­

finishl'd. TIll"rf' WH,- n'll anli-ser\'o Lan 
on lhf' t·le\,ator nor au\, n..utral hal­
allCI' springs I'llI' tllt-, trim of the 1·1e­
\'ellaI'. During [hI" fiflh day of llll' 
('oult'st while~ Oyin)" al hiih slwprl. 
UodOr ,~a II' \'l'r llIonH'nta ri II, look 
holh hallds "ofT llll' slit'k a'lId lilt' 

1,1('1 aLar ~L1ddenlv ulOlcd 10 tht· Inlh­
lip po"ilion. Thf: rcsultillil hil!h load­
ing caused Dr. Sawvf'l' lo "Iat'k oul. 
a,:d. Ul'0ll rel'Ol'cr~': he det'ided I'll' 
had ]wll!'l' land so Lbat a full ins!,l"'­
lioll 01 Lh e hip could be Illade. Onl" 
~lllall dama!.!l' \I-a' found in aile 1)'1' 
the denllor' fllountini': bra(·kds. hUI 
sj 1I!"(' LIlt' necessary l~ob lo dTeC'l a 
l'L'pai r II'(-'re unavailable tIlt' ship was 
l'emOVt"tl from the "Olltl"St. 

lmm 'dialely artenl'ards, Ur Saw· 
yer pllr.. ha"ed lhl~ ~il11hus 1'1 [rom 
DOll ancl hI' !itill owns it. TIl this ship 
Sall'YlT madl' a 2;)0 milt, flight iu /1 
hours and ,I;) rniuutt'S durinf! LI](' 
N.C.S.A. &: sse, ,Ippt aL Lincolu, 
Culifornia ill iVIay 195.5. 

TIlt" saUle SlIlnnlPr hI' also flel., 
mall)' hours al ',~IIilldl'll, -{evada. lo 
heighls a"ove 20,000 [eel. 

\Vhil" nC't'uraLI~ Ll'st flight (lala an' 
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This view of Mitchell's latest creation, the Nimbus /II, shows the three-piece wing construcfion
 
and the closely spaced ribs, Nate the sleek-looking canopy which Jooves
 

unbroken the top line of the fuselage,
 




