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It i_ now just a year since the firsl 
('omplde 1-26 kit \\"<1' deli\'ered, and 
two vpars s.inCl' tbe (kcision was 
made'to go ahead with thp projed. 
Since much has happenl'd in that 
lim(" it se('ms appropriate to gin.. a 
n'port of Ihe progrcs' of Llw ] -2() 
project to·dak. In ordn 10 I!el IIH' 
basic information fnr this report, a 
questionnaire was senl to all IIH' 
OWIH'rs. 

. of the 15th of April. u total I)f 
twentv·tlll·('e I-20's hun.' flown. Se\­
eral dllH'r.,; \\'I"'re n'adv to gO ann un­
doubtedly h~' Ill(' tim~ this' is printed, 
thl')' will ha\'e had their fir·t lli:zht. 
Of this group of 1\I·(>nty·lhrel'. fiftE':·n 
Wl'I'C c:omph,tcd from kits and tIl[' reo 
maind(>r huilt hy tIll' plant a~ corn· 
plete ships. By SLUJUner thl'n' should 
ht' at ":ast anotlH'r til' 'ntv in thr' uil". 

TI1l' twenly.lhree l'om,;kted ships 
ha\'(' lo!!!!yd ov('J' 750 hours. I afTi· 
cially r~l;orted lime) anc! til(' 0\\11I'rS 
ha\'(' indieatl'd Ihat :..00 dilTl'I'['nl 
people havc flown thl' 1·26'.-. s far 
as II'C knOll'. til(' 1·26·s have had a 
pcrfel'l safptv re('ord and Iht' onl\' 
mishap thai \1 f' kno\1 of. is tlH' luss 
of a tipd·down 1-2() bv ,I torn,!(io in 
Florida. ' 

Thl' best pl'l'formanl'I'" up 10 pril 
have been as follo"'.-: 

Hesl Distanc('-1G9 mill'S h) 
eha rles Kohls; 

Jksl ltilud('-1 L'{OO ft'd In­
Junll's Planck: 

Bes! Duration-7 hours and 20 
minutps hy Iherlo Arauz. 

The time to 'huild the ship frolll a 
kit varies considerably and deppnds 
very mUl:.h on (l) the e'jJpripJlI'e of 
thp huilder and (2) tlw number of 
Iwople in\'Oh- d. The figures show 
thal frolll the point of vie\I' of hours 
~p('nl. one or Iwo pl'l"son workin~ 

alone do much beller than a group or 
dub. HOW(>\'l"L it makE'S an ideal duh 
project. particularly For Ihe non.f1y. 
ing seasou. From lhos(~ Lhul kc'pl ac· 
tual records. the time to build LIIP 
1-26 from a kit runs frol1l '150 hours 
Lo over 1,100. The average f tll 'l' 
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\Iho (,olllpleled them and kept accur­
all' records is abouL 700 hours. So 
our pn"'l'ut .:cJI' ~Lill1atc woulet he' 
that Lhl' 1·26 call Iw bnill from SO() 
to l,OnO hours dC'prnding UpOIl tile 
1"IH'l'i('n('(', ahility ilnd numlwr I)f 
'H'rson~ ill\ohC'd, 

TIll' 1-26 kit alt'ead\- ha!" had fairl\' 
goor! ren'pLion in lll: ('''port 'nark!:t 
where "hipping ('o!"L' <ire a major 
problf'm. t the preselll time. \\e ha\'c 
ddin'red five kit" I ,anada. OIW 10 

[euador und onc to Englalld. Anolhf>r 
O/l(~ i." nO\1 on di~play al th(, L- .. '. 
Traof' Fair in Paris (or tlH' purpOSl' 
of of>\'cl ping tllP potpntial in EUrOjJl'. 
A" with sailhoal~, one-design class 
cQmpdilion is quitp ofLell dOIlt' on an 
int rnalional bl1si~, Tllis makps il 
ideal 1'01' COlllpt'l.iLion bet \1' 'l'n coun· 
Iries since it puts things 011 un ('\'('11 

basis. 
We think c"weizl'r Airnaft\ po· 
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The /·26 .ol/plone kil amves and rhe own r .'or'. openIng th" pOCKin9 eror" 

~Itlon shoulr! he clarified with n'garr! 
lo the proposal mude in SOAH I\;C 
\Iagazine, a fe\1 issucs ago, thaL Ill(' 
'iational Soarilw Conte,L bl' lIown 
with onp.r!psii!n' sailplanps. \Vl· an' 
sur(' that this proposed wa~ principally 
mad(' to dC'\'l'lop discussion and wa~ 

IlOt ~eriously con5idered (or tbe im­
mediall' future. rl forLunately, some 
per. ons ('\'idl'nLh' took th i~ serioush­
and since Ihere'is onl\- om'. on -d;. 
silIli type in quantity ,'nodudion, \Ie 
are afraid that some p 'ople may ha\'c 
felt that the 'ompany or the 1·26 
Olll'·f)C ign ~sociaLion was promol. 
illl! this approach. -.eithcr orgunizu­
lion h,s an\' such plans alld il would 
nol ::;eelll that this could be cousid· 
creo for manv vears to co 111('. until 
then' alT nJaIl)' o;1c.(!Psigu I!ronj)s and 
an unlimitl'd Ilumhl'l' or ships. 

In the discussion resulting from tl1(' 
abo\'(~ proposal, sOllle felt that tl1l' 
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