
the glider guider' ar up flying. WeTHE are fortunate in having 10 atcd on 
the northeast corner of the prop rty 
a grove of eucalyptus trees which weJJHUMMINGBIRD HAVEN IJ 

plan to lake advantage of. On the 
cast end 1 plan to build ollr home, 
anr! wil'l have it surrounded b theNELSON GLIDERPORT 
Irt>f'. for hade. It is aLo our plan to 
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Harry N. Perl's impr~..ion of Ted N ..Json's "Hummingbird Hoven" Gliderport. 

by TED 

For a nllmb~r of years I have had 
a d sire l own a piee of pr p rtr 
near a :oaring site which would Or' 
large nough La be able to lak ofT 
an,1 lanfl our /l;lidt>r<; and at th .• aml' 
lim 1,1' k'irablf: {,!lough 10 build our 
hom \ bn: my famil\" and I ('oulfl 
li\c "omforlabl; lh~ re~l of our lin' , 
I hrlic"l' I hU"I' lor'uLed such II pip(·" 

of property and we hope to _larl 
building ou it within thi' n('xl Il'w 
months. 

The sit\' win he known as lhl' 
"Hummingbird Ha en." und T feel 
sure it will be the ('pnter of lh ([liop!' 
acti,'it - in the all }-ranci,,;co" Ba,­
Area. 1L i loca(ed in the nLh 'a.'t 
(~nd of the Lin~rmore Valley approxi. 
matelv: miles from OaklaJ1(l. and 
Lhe 80 arre i~ right al lhl" bo_l' of 
Ihe Ilamont hills. Jt is JOf'lIlt'd ap­
proximately whert' glider activity was 
originall' starled in tbi~ area and af· 
fords ridge hOarillg, thermal soarillg. 
alld in 111' winLer . ea 0.11 wa\-c Oll· 

diLioll . The prevailinO' summer winds 
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are from the west and blow aeros the 
prop ~rty alld up Lh hills, reating 
ridge •oaring condiLion that would 
allow a glider to om do, n within 
'.\ ral hun Ir el fe t of the ground 
nnd sl ill be ahl to glide into the air, 
port. The l}('0P(~lty ,. nsi'l' of 80 
acre, and is approXimately 2700 fL x 
1100 fl. We haw: th main runway 

running the long direction and is into 
the pI' vailing winds. larilla' east and 
we t. 1'h ero runway i. approxi. 
mate! c 2100 II. and would be used 
011 strong norLh·wind day. Both run· 
way. an~ l)O~\ e:rar!c:d and rollerl and 
hu~ gra- seecrplallLed. whi h -hould 
make idt-al ~od rum ay,,; Lor future 
lise. Ware constructing a ballgar 
",hidl will bou e 10 assembled glid. 
,'I'. and a I II' plane and al 0 provide 
for a work shop of appro.\.imatdy 25 
ft. _. 115 ft. alld a IOllnge or meeting 
room of approxiUlat I)' 20 fl. '( fl. 
\Ve bope to equip Ule lounge room 
\ ilh furnilur 0 Lha p 'taL I' and 
families f'an enjo th ms Ives , hill' 

put in a small swimming pool in the 
near future as well as picnic tabl. , 
benches. and barb ue pil5. Toil t 
facilities, water. etc.. will be avail· 
able. Thc e facilities ,ill b made 
availahl to m .n bel'S of our oaring 
club as well a' their r lati'-e and 
guest. Minimum dues and banO'ar 
rent will cv ntually, we hope, pay 
ba k the inve tm nt l am making in 
the_e facilities in the next G or 8 
vear . In the meantime we an' creat­
kg a oaring site whi h \ I' h pe~ will 
ell ourage and de elop much mor in­
t resl in the soarinO' activity than has 
been hown in the pa L. 

The a<!vanta/!es of our new site 
. eem to sum up to the following. 
which T think arc 'luitl' important: 
Mo.' nring will be done wiLhin ighL 
of the takeoff whpre tht' pilot's ",iff', 
chilelren, or girl friend can watch him 
perform, thus ha e reason to stay 
around the airport wbile he is Hy. 
ing. 1'h pi nic groun] will provide 
inl fI'st in something I do; alo be 
a picnic in the ('ounlry, so to say. 
OF rour the hangar allow Lhe hips 
Lo Ill" kPJll. a. sl'mhled, Ihns mOre of 
the (·Jub memb'Ts will come out Lo 
Ay knowing Ihey d.on't have 10 a-· 
'emhlc or elisa_semhle 11 ship carh 
day. 

II is hopr'd thaL ,,;OllIp time b Iore 
July W\~ , ill 1J(. well along with our 
projl> L ami havE' gliders /lying from 
the field. 
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