
THE 23rd ANNUAL NATIONAL
 
SOARING CONTEST
 

(Grand Prail'ie:. - July 31 t Throu~h 

Texans have a pt'nchant Ior hrag­
~g, as most peal 1 kn I , and soar­
ing·type Texans are no ex pli II. 

Ti en half a ehance, lh avcral!c 
Texan will hrag about anything Ir III 

the slale' annual oil production l its 
prelly girls. But it won't b n c!'Sary 
to discuss lhe~e two ilem her • ince 
theyar bOlh knol n to be upl?rior. 

One item that doe have a ju ti· 
fied reputation among soaring 1'('0· 

pIe is the Texa,-siz thermal. 
The T xas oaring dati n 

plan to have an adequate supply of 
15 0 It/min thermals on hand Ior the 
2' rd ational oaring Con-
lest. However. il will be up 
lo l'ul·h conte lant to finrl 
his own thermal. 

Dates for the Contest 
hav been set for July 31 
through August 9-bt'gin­
ning on a TUl'sda and end­
ing 1O days lllll'r on Thurs­
day. This will <rivl' thoi:-e 
eonll'slants living in the 
"Cniled State adt'quat 
tim t cross Tl'xas on lheir 
trek to and from the Con­
tt' t. 

T xu weather re orris 
show that in pa t years thl 
hest soaring condition. prp· 
\'ail luring Ih last two 
wc'k of July and t1l, fiT 1 
lWo week of Augusl. 'I'll( rmal HC­

tivil)' al Grand Prairie u ually ~lurl' 
around 10 ::30 or 11 .m. and c-I ud 
ha (', rangl' from 50 0 feel in the 
morning to 9000 f l in lal a.fter­
n on. Going farth r we;;!. towlird 

cle. a or Amarillo (hoth "Diamond-
C" distanc 32 mil ) cloud I s. , 
ar. highl'r, oflen reaching 1l-22.00 
feet. 

~ inds duri Ilg Ih .'ummer Jllonlh~ 
blow generall· fr ru a southerly or 
southeasterly dirl'Clion. Rul o. ·asion· 
ally an easterly wind el. up ide'al 
eonditions f r fli ...hts w('stward lo 
Amarillo or dessa. Two such fiight .. 
werr. made in Au ...u t 1955 from 

rand Prairie. mdr. ~ick Goodhart 
s 1 a n w Briti h oal and eli lonct' 
re ord and complett'd the fir t Bril. 
ish < Diamond· ,. hy soarin/!" th :120· 
mil -trel h to marillo. Latl'r Lllt' 
same month, thmar. chwarzenber:r­
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er s ared lo Odes'a to sd a llew Ii;;" 
;ronI Hight r ord ancl ('omplelt' Swu.~ 
--Diamond-CoO .\u. 2. '0 YOll el'. 
lhrn": diamQnrl~ in .. th ~ lhl'fl' 
prairies." Bolh !lighls wen' marle ill 
T. . DF rih. 

Th ~ r nle t 'ile jLseJI i~ locat'd 
midwa b'lween Dall and Fort 
Worth. known in the I'ernacular as 
·'Bi"'·O" and "'owlown." Grand 
Prairie i .. lhe home of hallee Vought 
Aircrait CorporaLion anrl Tl'mco ir· 
'rait orporation a well af s 'veral 
mall-'r incluslri . Localed as I he city 

i. b tw n t\l" major ('iti s. man)­

Grand Prairie airport as ;1 appeared at rh. start 0/ the 19,,, annuol
 

Notional Soaring Conl.st In 1952.
 

Grand Prairians 'Olllmut 10 their 
joh in Oallas and Fort Wo Ill. 

The Lennox Hotel in downlowli 
Grand Prairie i: oly a milt' and a 
half from 1l1l~ ai rport. anll "'ood meals 
can be had at the hotel JIt'e shop. 
W' 'aU', Cafp(eris oHer" rl';l5 nabl,,· 
pricl'd ml'al" 10 thI' pat·and·run pilo'ts 
<Inri nel s. 

Those wb auendpd lhl' '50 nnn '52 
rontl'sls an' familiar wilh thl' rand 
Pruiril' irport fadliLiC'•. But for 
lho;;\' who will mnkc Ihrir first T\'xa 
{'onll'~l. here is a hrjd run-clown II 

lh Ill'll!: It is an l'X-. Tav~T trainin~ 
Ill'ld will, a :~2{)n-fo l \. runll'llV. 
large maL forml'r1~' ""eel for a gaso­
line dump, prol ide. an adl'quale tit'­
down an'a. tcel rings are imb dded 
in the onen l . 1\0 hangar pa I' will 
be provid d_ mainl because 110111' i" 
available. T. A shure the fidd with 
th(' i r ' e{'tion of the 491l, nn rrtl 

n~st 91h) 

Division. Texas ~aLional Guard. and 
wilh Lh .i\il Air Palrol. TIU' Cuard 
uniL commandl'r has slaled Ihal no 
lrainil1~ a ·Iililil·. \I ill ht: held durin~ 
ll1(> <:onll'. l. 

. ,.Ial(·d in T A's hid for lhe 23rd 
\"alion, I.. TSA wilJ ~uarunll'l' al Il'a~t 

51000 in altainable ~oal prizes dilid­
I'd inl lw groups, "high.p rform­
anee" and "olher" suilplaJll's. A map 
accompanying lhi· arlicl show~ lhe 
goal!' and amollllls ( I' lh 1952 19th 
\aliollals. 

Elllry flo· ha' b t'll sl'l at ~n - per 
ali 11'1- and nt' frel' tow will hl"' pro­

I-idt'd l'Hch glider for each 
("onlest al·. To l"'nl'ourag-e 
...lidN-guiclers from f;r ­
'l\\"CIY places to coml' to lhe 
2:hd Naliolluls. TSA has 
sel up a $1000 'Irovel fund 
whi("h "'ill Iw dislribult'fl 
alllong parlieipaling sail­
plane~ normally hasl'd morl' 
IIHln :~OO airlinl' miles frolll 
Crand l'rairil'. HOWI'H'r. to, 
he eligible for the lral'el 
fund. the glider's final ("on· 
le"t point!' must l'qual or 
p:>'("l'eel 25 per cenl of 
llw a I-era gt> points al'­
l'rue I h' l11 top thre(: 
pilolf'. 1:0. the fnnd 
will b paid only for 
mill'al!e traveled lrithin 

the cuntjnental Unill'd Slalt'.. 

Addilional and lalcr informalioll 
on the 2;~rd ,aljonals will appear In 
th :\1ay.June is;;ue of ARIi\"C. 

?lTt'arnl hile. everyone plannin<T to 
r:ompete in or atlend the Contest 
should arrangp with the bo ' for a 
two-week vacalion. \V U~e the tt'rm 
'\'acation" advisedly here, Ior a COll­
Le::;1 i: hard work for pil Ii' and erew~. 

Tht'l"l~ is a feplin"" of sati,.JarLion 
Ihat come, from ha ing done OIW'S 
best ill a conlt'5t Ihat well compell­
sall's for alllhc hard work of retrieve" 
Hnrt lOll!! ero-s-' unt!")' f1ighb. 

T('xa. oarin ... A~.ol'ialion has well­
laid pions for making th 23rd. 'a­
lional .:' oaring ;OJltest an event thai 
will Iw Ion/! rt'Dwmbered by el" ryont' • 

Laking part. 

SOARING 




