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Take a group of bo)' , ages 8 to 17, 
add 1-26 kit parls slowly, ,til' {or 11 
month_ and come up with a. sic k ail­
plane and a grt:al sen'c of achieve­
m nt { I' all invol d. Thi' i_ the 
stor of ho\ Enl Carmi 'ha I's 1-26 

chw izer sailplane was built by a 
gr up of schoo1hoy- and my elf in the 
Elsinore High Seho I shop a' a Com­
munity rvice Projct. 

Bruce had ord recl a 1-26 kit and 
wa too bu on hi boundary lay l' 
research to build it. AIter we had 
worked out an arrangemcnt for my 
building h.i· kit! l' 'Xp'lIS and Dy· 
ing lime I round d up th group of 
boys who hang around the EI inore 
Gliderp rt of whi('h T was car luk r. 
[ "ked them iI lhey would be inler· 
I' "led in building the hip and they 
werr very lthusi' ti . Ba - in UJi· 
no is I had buill and lIown u hang 
glider with a /!Toup of 5 t 13 year 
old boy" 0 Tknew the areal :apabili­
lies of kid on a projcct of this kind. 

e made a shop in the sh d uJ ngsidc 
lhe big hanaer and await d tb , parls. 

Finally th tail kit cam. -on' of 
u had ever driven a rivet I' c en 
een one driven but after carefullv 

reading the in tm lion' we put a. I ,~ 
in by haM!. This nly proved how 
impossible it would be to build th 
whole hip lhi \ a.. 

The EI inore High chool shop had 
. v>ral unus d war sllrplu' riv t gun' 
and a good compressor so we Look 
the parts 0\'('1' durin/! the [wirc-a-week 
~veninl! shop classes. With no >xperi­
ence at riveting it took all night to 
gel a dozen riveLs in. Th vening 
~hop sessions were crowd >d and we 
were continually interrupted to ex­
plain what we were doing to interest· 
ed spectalors. We didn't mind this t 0 

ml:c;h hut in 6 week. of 'ontinual at· 
tendance al the ('vening hop we had 
just finished th tail asmbl. when 
h I' t of th kil wa to arrive. We 

had t ha em r. time lo ur"rlv('. in 
the shop. 

1 approached the up rintendent of 
the Elsinore Hiah chool and asked 
if we 'ould u e the ,]lOp during- til 
we nel, 'xplaining that r would 
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car full uper i e the group f local 
hiah 'cho I bo -~ \\ ho wer helping. 
H> aid Lhat thi would not be pos i· 
hIe but if we could g t the wbole 
thina qualified as a Community en­
i e Proj ct perhaps the school board 
would a.llow liS to 1I c the shop. 1 
w rked out a lell r xplaining our 
proj t. the boy working 011 it. and 
th timated hOllr' I hop time that 
it would nerd. The sup rintcnJent 

Mr. and Mrs. Jock Lambie with doughIer
 

Suzy and 'he 1-26 0' Elsinore.
 

submillecl thi. to the board and th \' 
alloted much per hour to th ' ~r'ho " 
Ior Ie tricity and maint nan/'e c' ·t 
Irom a pecial lund lor u h projects. 
The s·h I b arcI wa' \"l'ry happ) tc 
8ppr v our 1)1' j ('l ,,0 w . w r~ uoll' 
to u e the .h p any tim we wished. 
I becam goou friends with th .hop 
t 'a h I' and . imply (!ropped hy hi 
hou_e La pirk up the ke 50 to the hop 
when vel' W ' had a \ ork e ion. An­
other I!'reat help about this tiIne wa" 
th a. istam' 0 f Roh I' i rcraIt': H.ivl r­
ide plant. Th I aned u~ , \' ral 

doz n lat t mouel cl 0'· and pli 1', 

and ,omf' ('xcell lit riv t . el' and 
dimplr>r . 

IUter a br ak in th(: wurk of about 
two weeks while waiLing 'fur the re~t 

of th' kil the great day arrived und 
the hi~ bo:-- was dumpf'd at the glider. 
port. The hua pill' of parts, pluns, 
and instru 'Li ns ,:cpmed like the 
\ ould ne er be mastered. \Ve had 
thoughl th tail section quite an ac· 
complishm 'nL and hy now we were 
fullv aware of the Lime invoJ ed in 
producing" tbe wing and [usdag a, 
.emblies. 

~ Lart d un III riaht wing \\ itll 
confidence (mel patiell 'e. B f now our 
riveting had improvl'd ('onsiddabl). 
1 \ on'l admit. hO\l many ri ets \ e 
drilll,d oul 011 th~ lail sedion,.;. :ollle 
of lh hoys had de\ doped into I'x(:(,I­

knl hu ·ker.· alld ri\,pters and \\ (~n' 

de elopin~ n prelly ,!!ood idea of read· 
ing blu print'. ~ l' pul Uw ribs and 
till' )'('81' par ~e ,tion' iu vel') qui 'kl)' 
hut th. sp iler ('rlion to k ahout 
Lwi 'e ~. mll('h lim. as all the I' .;t of . 
Uw win", The "kin 0 er this area is 
almo t hearthreuking to ri\ Ce. The 
aluminum i· 0 thin Ihat the slighll',:t 
"lip mak sa dellt or ripplp. ft I' our 
w rk e"ion" w~ pullpd the Ilinl!; lip 
t the r;cilin so it woult! b' lit f the 
way for till' school ,'hop das'p". The 
\lings are \( ry ligh and ,hi" \\a" a 

nc-man opf'rali n. 
In bt"'twf'en w'ing: we !'and d, Iwl­

i,h d. anel primed the [u elagr; (ran1l'. 
ot an eas) joh a::; our' IHt· 'oml'­

I hat ru;;t\". By thi" hml' . chool was 
out and w' we're hardh' half fini h d. 
[ wrotc> arloth I' Idler 'to the sc:bool!> 
5upt.'rint 'ndl~nt asking for the ~hop 
durin~ the sumnH'r. Our c'aus> wa. 
aidNI hy . Inl' ,. ry uood piC'lur 
an publicit)' in Ull> Ri\'ersid pap 1'50. 

W oblain d u"e of the shop during 
the 1.lmmer. 

Th left wiug \l't'nt f· irly lui ·kl . 
e.pt'cially th~ spoiler area. ~re had 
IV rked out a prt'·as.~t'mb'y plan that 
. a\ I hour. It sC:'em~d ilH'rl'elibl, 10 
have both wing:; fini. hed. A [I'W 

month' ago it wa, only a dream of 
the futur to af'tually l:!el thi far. 1 
took the wings in to the Ad· 
:ign e in Hivt'r'irll~ to SI'I' how \I' 

Wf'r~ doing. IIf' had b ,'n followill/! 

SOARING 




